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Nature in every Object points the Road, 
Whence Contemplation wings my Soul to Gop : 


He's All in All. 


His Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Power, 
Spring in each Blade, and bloom in every Flower, 
Smile o'er the Meads and bend in every Hill, 

Glide in the Stream, and murmur in the Rill; 
All Nature moves obedient to his Will. 

Heaven ſhakes, Earth trembles, and the Foreſts nod, 


When awful Thunders ſpeak the Voice of Gop. 
Brown. 


To be ſpiritually minded is Life and Peace, Rom viii. 6. 
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PREFACE. 


T is the unqueſtionable duty of all men, 
and more eſpecially of thoſe who pro- 
feſs to be Chriſtians, to make the things 
which relate to a future and- eternal ſtate 
the chief objects of their thoughts and 
purſuits, Their time of abode on this 
earth is ſhort and uncertain, and as they 
have daily inſtances of the vanity and 
uncertainty of ſublunary enjoyments, they 
ſhould frequently turn their thoughts and 
affections from them, to objects that are 
more worthy of their attention, and in the 
contemplation of which, they would find 
more pleaſure than worldly things can 
afford. 
Contemplations of the Wiſdom, Power, 
and other Perfections of God, which are 
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diſplayed in his Word and Works, give 
much pleaſure to a renewed mind, and 
are of the greateſt uſe in purifying and 
compoſing the heart, and exciting to a 
ready and chearful performance of the 
ſeveral duties in the Chriſtian Life : hence 
it is obſerved by the Apoſtle Paul, that 
te to be E t minded is life and 
v& peace. 


Such a diſpoſition of mind contributes 
very much to raiſe that love and eſteem 


of God, which is required by the firſt and 


great Commandment ; and to beget that 
confidence in Him, which is a principle 
of inward peace, and keeps one calm and 
compoſed amidſt the ſtorms of troubles 
which are unavoidable in a preſent life. 
It is alſo an excellent antidote againſt 
fooliſh and finful thoughts, as it conti- 
nually ſuggeſts meditations which furniſh 
matter for prayer and praiſe, and for diſ- 

gourſe 
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courſe which would be good and for the 
uſe of edifying. | 

A man who is ſpiritually minded, will 


ſee God in all his works, and maintain 


an intercourſe with Him which will yield 
more pleaſure and ſatisfaction than the 
company of friends and acquaintances, or 
of the beſt and wiſeſt men can do. 
Spiritual mindedneſs is an evidence of 


the renovation of nature, which is neceſ- 


ſary to qualify one for the kingdom of 
heaven ; and is a part of the image of 
Chriſt, to which all who profeſs to be 
his diſciples ſhould be conformed. It is 
a temper which every Chriſtian ſhould 
ſeek to obtain, not only on account of 
its ſuitableneſs to their profeſſion, but be- 
cauſe of its uſefulneſs in every ſtate and 
condition of life for reſtraining from ſin, 
exciting to duty, ſupporting under afflic- 
tions, and giving the comforts of a proſ- 
perous ſtate a double reliſh. 


It 
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Tt was with a view to form and cul- 


tivate this amiable, uſeful, and truly 


Chriſtian diſpoſition, that the following 
Meditations were compoſed. They were 
intended by the Author for his own par- 
ticular uſe ; and it was owing to ſome of 
his brethren, for whom he entertains a 
very high regard, and who happened to 
ſee them, after they had been ſeveral 
years in his ſtudy, that he conſented to 
their being publiſhed. It was thought 
they might be uſeful to thoſe who peruſed 
them, in ſuggeſting to them, in the ſeyeral 
ſeafons of the year, what would, through 
the bleſſing of God, contribute to their 
comfort, and inſtruction in righteouſneſs; 
and influence them to be habitually ſe 
rious and devout. And if they ſhall be 
made effectual for promoting theſe ends, 
the deſign of publiſhing them will be 
fully anſwered. 
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Forth in the pleaſing Spring 
Thy beauty walks, thy tenderneſs and love: 
Wide fluſh the fields, the ſoft'ning air is balm, 


Echo the mountains round, the foreſt ſmiles, 
And every ſenſe, and every heart is joy. 
; Tromson's Hymn, 
4 | HE winter is now paſt, the rain is 
over and gone; the flowers appear on 

4 the earth, and the time of ſinging of 
„ birds is come. The ground, which in winter 

was cold, hard and frozen, is, by the nearer 
S 


approach of the ſun, become warm and fruit- 

ful; and the ſnow and ice which were lately 
upon it, are diſſolved. 

B The 
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The Lord hath renewed the face of the 
earth, (P/al. civ. 30.) and the agreeable change 
made upon it, may put one in remembrance of 
the amazing and moſt agreeable change which 
1s made on the ſouls of men, when the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs draws near, and ſhines upon 
them with his divine and benign influences. 

The heart, which before that time was hard 


and cold, like the frozen ground, is then ſo 


warmed with love to God, that it turns foft. 


and tender : and though it was once like a 
ſtone, which does not Teceive any impreſſion 
from a ſeal that is laid upon it; yet being 
ſoftened by the grace of God, it is ſuitably 
impreſſed by every diſcovery he makes of him- 
ſelf, either by his word or providences ; and 
becomes like wax when it is warmed, which 
receives and retains the impreſſion of the ſeal 
that is put upon it. Its former hardneſs, 
impenitence, unbelief, and other things which 
hindered the growth of grace in it, wear gra- 
dually off like the ice or ſnow which are diſ- 


ſolved by the heat of the ſun; and are ſuc- 


ceeded by faith, love to God, and other graces 
which produce thoſe tears of ſorrow for ſin, 
and of renderneſs and fervency in prayer, which 


may be compared to an April ſhower, which 


begets much ſweetneſs in the fruits and flowers 
of the earth. O that the Lord, who hath re- 


newed the face of the earth, would renew me 


in the whole man after his own image, and 
make 
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make my ſoul like a watered garden, or a 
field which he hath bleſſed, 7/a. lviii. 11. 

The heart of man is like the ground, which, 
ſince the curſe of the Lord fell upon it, brings 
forth thorns and thiſtles. It is now barren of 
that which is good, but very luxuriant of ſinful 
thoughts which defile a man. Though ſome 
of theſe are in time of affliction like weeds in 
winter which do not appear: yet when temp- 
tations preſent themſelves, they do, like weeds 
in- the ſpring, appear with more vigour and 
ſtrength than they had before. O Lord, make 
me ſenſible of the depravity of my nature, and 
ſincerely ſorry for it ; and when men are weed- 
ing their gardens, and caſting out of them 
what would hinder the growth of moſt uſeful 
plants, may I be buſy in uſing every proper 
mean for mortifying and rooting out of my 
heart thoſe ſinful luſts which hinder the growt 
of grace, and war againſt my ſoul. 1 Pet. ii. 11. 

When the Lord ſaid unto Adam, Curſed 
* is the ground for thy ſake,” he told him that 
** he ſhould eat bread of it in ſorrow, and in the 
<«« ſweat of his face all the days of his life.” (Ger. 
111. 17,19.) This threatning was fulfilled not only 
upon Adam, but likewiſe upon his poſterity : 
many of whom are now ſweating and tolling 
to bring forth food from the earth, which be- 
fore man's diſobedience brought forth ſponta- 
neouſly what was neceſſary and good for food. 
The diſmal change which ſin hath brought 
upon the ground, may bring to my remem- 
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4 MzD1TATIONS in 
brance the change which it hath made on 
man's heart, and how it hath turned that which 
was once very good, to be deceitful above all 
things, and deſperately wicked. Out of it 
now proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs, and blaſphe- 
mies. (Matth. xv. 19.) Theſe are its natural 
productions, till it be renewed by divine grace; 
and after that happy change is wrought upon 
it, the greateſt watchfulneſs and activity are 
neceſſary to maintain any good thing in it. 
Tender plants which are neglected, and not 
duly cultivated, do not ſooner fade and 
wither than good purpoſes and devout affec- 
tions decay and vaniſh, when proper care is not 
taken to cheriſh and maintain them. There is 
an enemy always ready to ſnatch away the feed 
of God's word, and blaſt his pleaſant plants ; 
ſowing in their place the ſeeds of wickedneſs, 
which are ſurprizingly fruitful in the human 
heart, and which when indulged, never fail to 
bring forth fruit unto death. Men have there- 
fore much need to look unto themſelves ; and 
when they are toiling and labouring for the 
meat that periſheth, they ſhould not be ſloth- 
ful in ſeeking after the meat which endureth 
to everlaſting life. 
However much labour and induſtry are ne- 
ceſſary to cultivate the earth, and make it fruit- 
ful, there is no leſs diligence, watchfulneſs and 
activity requiſite to regulate exorbitant paſ- 
ſions and appetites; to awaken ſuitable affec- 
6 | tions, 
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tions, and raiſe a harveſt of fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs in a ſoil ſo barren of good as the heart of 
man naturally is. Theſe things cannot be 
done without ſupernatural aid and aſſiſtance; 
and therefore they who engage in that arduous 
and important work, ſhould apply to God, who 
teacheth the plowman to plow, (Ja. xxvili. 24.) 
and beg that he would teach them how to 
manage that ſpiritual huſbandry to which 
Chriſtians, and more eſpecially miniſters of the 
| Goſpel, are required to attend. (1 Cor. iii. 9.) 


And may the Lord, who is wonderful in coun- 


ſel, and excellent in working, inſtruct and en- 
able them to break up the fallow ground of 
their hearts, (Jer. iv. 8 by ſearching and 
laying them open, and uſing every proper 
mean to remove from them the weeds. and 
thorns of ſinful luſts, and make them ſoft and 
tender. As the winter rain and froſts, and the 
warming influences of the ſun, which followed 
thereupon, have made the ground tender, dry, 
and fit for receiving ſeed, may ſtorms of afflic- 
tions, accompanied with influences of divine 


grace, and beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 


{ofren and warm the hard and cold heart, and 
prepare it for receiving the ſeed of God's word. 
O that I may receive that precious ſeed in an 
honeſt and good heart, which is a proper ſoil 
for it; and may it be accompanied with ſuch 
meditations, as would be to my foul what ma- 
nure or compoſt is to the ground, which 


warms, ſtrengthens, and makes it fruitful. 
| 1 Much 
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Much of the ſeed ſown in this ſeaſon, will be 
loſt, and yield no fruit. Some of it will fall on 
bad ground, or on that which was not duly 
2288 for receiving it. Some of it, per- 

aps, will be trod down, or taken away by 
fowls, before it takes root; and it is very pro- 
bable that ſome of that which takes root, and 
ſprings up, and for a while makes a good ap- 
pearance, will by ſome accident or other be 
loſt, and turn to no account. This may be 
conſidered as an emblem of what uſually hap- 
pens with reſpect to the precious ſeed of God's 
word, which is ſown by his miniſters with a 
very liberal hand. Much, very much of it is 
loſt, and turns to no account: and it is no 
wonder that it is fo, conſidering how indiſpoſed 
the hearts of the generality of men are for re- 
ceiving it; and how little pains they are at to 
cultivate and improve them. The hearts of 
many of the hearers of the Goſpel continue in 
their natural hardneſs, and were never broken 
by convictions, nor opened to attend to what 
the Lord ſays by thoſe who ſpeak in his name; 
and unto ſuch his word will be like ſeed which 
falls upon hard, wild, and uncultivated ground, 
and lies upon it uncovered and expoſed, till it 
is trodden down, or ſnatched away. 

There are others whoſe hearts are a little 
broken, and opened by convictions, on whom 
the word of God makes more impreſſion, and 
on whom it produces ſuch effects as give hopes 


that it has taken root, and will be very . 
: ul : 
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ful: but worldly cares, and many other un- 
mortified luſts ſpringing up, choak it; or ſtorms 
of perſecution, reproach, and other troubles 
which ariſe, becauſe of the word, blaſt it; fo 
that it does not produce thoſe fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs which were expected from it. This was 
obſerved by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (Matt. xin. 
19.) and there are too many proofs and evi- 
dences of that melancholy truth. O Lord, 
teach me to make a ſuitable improvement of 
it: and when I ſee men harrowing the ground, 
to cover the ſeed they have ſown, and pre- 
ſerve it from being ſnatched away by the fowls 
of the air, may. I be ſtriving to hide the pre- 
cious ſeed of thy word in my heart, and hold 
faſt what I have heard and received, that it 
may not flip out of my mind; and do thou 
_ thyſelf keep it both night and day, and water 
it with the influence of thy grace every mo- 

ment. Ja. xxvii. 3. 
cannot but obſerve the diligence and acti- 
vity, and likewiſe the knowledge and wiſdom 
which they, who are employed in huſbandry, 
diſcover in this ſeaſon. Though they are not 
looked on as men of much knowledge, or of 
great capacities, yet they ſeem to know the nature 
and quality of the ground they work in, and how 
to improve the ſeveral parts of it for proper 
purpoſes. They know when, and after what 
manner it ſhould be plowed up; what com- 
poſt or manure is moſt proper for it, and 
what are the moſt fit times or ſeaſons for ſow- 
B 4 ing 
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ing ſeed in it. And, which is very commend- 
able, they reduce the knowledge which they 
acquire of theſe things by their obſervation 
and experience, into practice; and do with all 
their might whatever they find will conduce 
moſt to a plentiful harveſt. I may now ſee 
them very buſy and active, and extreamly 
anxious to get their work finiſhed before the 
proper ſeaſon for doing it be over. When 
the ſun riſes, they go out to their work, and 
labour until the evening. In the morning they 
ſow their ſeed; and in the evening with-hold 
not their hand, and are careful to improve 
every hour to the beſt advantage. How 
amazing is it, that men who can apply ſo 
cloſely to worldly buſineſs, and manage it 
with ſo great prudence and care, ſhould at the 
{ame time be, in ſpiritual matters, more igno- 
rant, ſtupid and indolent, than becomes thoſe 
who have the underſtanding of men; and yet 
it is very evident that it is ſo with many in 
every place, which verifies what is ſaid, (Luke 
XV1. 18.) that © the children of this world are 
in their generation wiſer than the children of 
light.“ There are none ſo ignorant and fooliſh 
in worldly affairs as to expect to reap where 
they did not ſow, or to think that the ground 
will produce another fort of grain than what 
was ſown. in it; and yet there are many 
who profeſs to be Chriſtians, or children of 
light, who, in ſpiritual matters, diſcover as great 
folly as that would be. Though they profeſs 


to 
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to know that their thoughts, words and actions 
in this world, are as ſeed, which, according to 
the quality of them, will yield a harveſt of joy 
or ſorrow in the world that is to come, and 
that the fruits of righteouſneſs are joy and 
peace, and the fruits of ſin are ſhame and ſor- 
row; yet they are at no pains to ſow in 
righteouſneſs, and even fake pleaſure in doing 
wickedly: and which is ſtill more ſtrange, 
though they ſow in wickedneſs, they expect to 
reap in mercy, and receive that glory and hap- 

ineſs which is the fruit of righteouſneſs : which 
is no leſs abſurd and unreaſonable than it would 
be to expect to gather grapes from thorns, or 
figs of thiſtles. 

The time of man's life is his ſeed- time for 
eternity; and men may be ſurer of reaping 
the fruits of their doings in a future ſtate, than 
they can be of having thoſe returns they ex- 
pect in harveſt for the ſeed which they ſow, 
and for the work which they do in ſeed- time. 
And ſince they plow and ſow, in hope of ob- 
taining what they cannot be abſolutely certain 
of, it is amazing that the hopes and fears of 
things that relate to a future ſtate, and which 
are abſolutely certain, have ſo little influence 
upon them; eſpecially conſidering that they 
are of much greater importance than earthly 
things, and that the ſeaſon for ſecuring them, 
is limited, ſhort, and uncertain, and may be at 
an end before the preſent ſeed-time is over. 


O that 
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O that men were wiſe to conſider this, and 
would mind, in this their day, the things which 
belong to their peace, before they be hid from 
their eyes. O Lord, endow me with that wiſ- 
dom which is from above, that I may know 
how to improve the preſent opportunity I have, 
of providing for the time to come: and ſince 
my thoughts, words and actions, are as ſeed 
which will yield fruit according to the nature 
and quality of them : may I be careful to have 
them acceptable in thy ſight, that they may 
ſpring up unto everlaſting life, and yield a 
plentiful harveſt of thoſe fruits of joy and 
peace, which are, through Jeſus Chrift, to thy 
honour and glory. 

They who ſow to the fleſh, by gratifying their 
corrupt inclinations, and being wholly taken 
up about the things that relate to a preſent life, 
will reap corruption and miſery (Gal. vi. 8.) 
and therefore keep me, O holy Father, from 
walking after the fleſh, or making proviſion, 
to fulfil the luſts thereof: but help me to ſow 
to the Spirit, by walking under his influence, 
and according to his direction, that I may reap 
everlaſting life. | 

The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace, 
e and the effect of righteouſneſs, quietneſs and 
e aſſurance for ever.” (Ja. xxxii. 17.) It may 
therefore be truly ſaid, that they are happy 
who keep judgment, and do rightcouſneſs at 
all times. (P/al. cvi. 3.) Peace of conſcience, 

and 
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and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, with many other 
$a ant fruits of righteouſneſs, will refreſh their 
ouls in their paſſage through the changin 
ſcenes of this life and when they have finiſh 
their courſe through this world, they will re- 
cive that light and joy, which is ſown for the 
righteous and upright in heart. P/al. xcvil. 11. 
Indeed, during their abode on earth, they 
are frequently ſorrowful and perplexed ; being 
often in perils, in affliftions, in watchings and 
faſtings, and in lamenting their own fins and 
infirmities, and the wickedneſs which abound 
in the places where they live. It was fo with 
Lot, as is obſerved in 2 Pet. ii. 8; and it was 
alſo the caſe of the Pſalmiſt David, and of the 
Prophets, Apoſtles, and many other Saints men- 
tioned in the Holy Scriptures. It is not to be 
doubted, that many of God's faithful ſervants 
are ſtill in ſuch circumſtances, and ſerve him 
with many tears and temptations; (As xx. 19.) 
but tho' they thus ſow in tears, they will reap in 
Joy, and be like thoſe who in the ſpring ſeaſon 
ſow their ſeed weeping with anguiſh of heart, 
or on account of their exceſſive toil and labour, 
and yet in harveſt time return from their fields 
rejoicing in the fruits of their labour, .and 


| bringing their ſheaves with them. P/al. cxxvi. 


K. ©. 

Chriſtians ſhould think ſeriouſly and fre- 
quently on theſe things, and be encouraged 
thereby to fet about, and continue in the 

7 practice 
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practice of, every, even the moſt difficult duty. 
They ſhould deny themſelves, and keep con- 
ſciences void of offence; and truſt in the Lord, 
and do good, not wearying of well-doing ; for 
they who thus ſow in righteouſneſs, will in 
due time reap in mercy, and have a ſure re- 
ward. Prov. xi. 18. Ho. x. 12. | 
Now is the accepted time, now is the day 
of ſalvation, in which men ſhould give all di- 
ligence to make their calling and election ſure. 
They have now an opportunity of obtaining 
what would make them eternally happy ; and 
they who are anx1ous to provide, and willing to 
purchaſe at any price the ſeeds or plants which 
they want to ſow or plant in this ſeaſon, will 
be very inexcuſable if they be not careful to 
apply to him who is the Author of all grace, 
and gives liberally to thoſe who aſk, and up- 
braideth Kot, that he would plant in their 
hearts thoſe holy diſpoſitions, which would be 
in them an abiding principle of new obedience, 
and make them fruitful of good works. When 
they are employed, or ſee others employed, in 
ſifting corn, and holding it up to the wind, to 
ſeparate it from the chaff that is about it, it 
ſhould put them in mind, to ſearch and try 
their hearts, and lift up their ſouls unto God, 
whoſe divine influences are compared to wind, 
(Cant. iv. 16.) and which can purify their fouls 
from fin. It ſhould be their earneſt prayer, 
that he whoſe fan is in his hand, (Mart. iii. 12.) 
h would 
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would thoroughly purge his church or floor, 
and purify to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works. The time is approaching, 
when he will ſeparate the precious from the 
vile, and gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend, and them which do iniquity. 
(Matt. xiii. 41.) At that time the ungodly will 
be like chaff which the wind drives away, 
(P/al. i. 4.) but none of the righteous, will be 
loſt. The Lord knows and loves all who are 
his; and though he may ſometimes allow them 
to be ſhaken and toſſed with trials and afflic- 
tions, as corn is ſifted and ſhaken in a ſieve, 
(Amos ix. 9.) yet he will hold his hands of 
mercy and power about them, and nor ſuffer 
their faith to fail, nor any good thing that is in 
them to be loſt. He who preſerves the ſeeds 
or tender plants which are ſown or planted in 
the ground, and makes them grow up to per- 
fection, notwithſtanding the dangers to which 
they are daily expoſed, of being utterly loſt 
and deſtroyed, is able to maintain any good 
thing he has wroughtin the hearts of his ſervants, 
though it be yet ſmall as a grain of muſtard- 
ſeed, and can make it increaſe and grow to 
perfection, notwithſtanding the danger it is 
in, by the weeds of ſinful luſts, and the ſtorms 
of Satan's temptations. And therefore as men 
caſt their corn into the ground, in hope that 
God, in his providence, will keep it from periſh- 
ing, and make it grow and yield increaſe; ſo 


7 all, 
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all, who profeſs to be his ſervants, ſhould com- 
mit their ſouls, and any good thing there may 
be in them, to his care and keeping; and be 
confident that he is able to keep what they 
commit unto him, and to eſtabliſh their hearts 
unblameable in holineſs, to the coming of the 
Lord Jeſus with all his ſaints. 
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MEDITATIONS in the SPRING. 


CHAP. II. 
Be gracious, Heay'n! for now laborious man 
Has done his part, Ye foſtering breezes, blow ! 
Ye foſtering. dews, ye tender ſhowers, deicend ; 


And temper all, thou world-reviving Sun, 
Into the perfect year! | 


HEY who have planted pleaſant or uſe- 
ful plants, and ſown their fields and 
gardens with proper ſeeds, will, no doubt, be 
now wiſhing for the dews and rain, that would 
make their plants to grow, and the ſeeds to 
ſpring : and as it is God alone who can make 
the heavens give ſhowers, they ſhould apply to 
him to viſit the earth, and water it, and make 
the ſced, that was ſown, to be proſperous, and 
the trees to yield their fruit. 

The preachers of God's word ſhould like- 
wiſe be praying for his bleſſing on that precious 
ſeed, which they are the ſowers and diſpenſers 
of; and beg, that though it was ſown by them 
in much weaknels, it may be raiſed with power; 
and that the bleſſing of the Lord may make it 

| truitful, 
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fruitful, though it was ſown with a weak, and 
even with a fout hand“. 

O that the doctrine of God's holy word, 
may drop as the rain, and diſtill as the dew 
upon the tender herbs and graſs: ( Deut. xxXx11. 2.) 
may it ſink deep into the hearts of men, and 
ſoften, refreſh, and cleanſe them; and may it 
alſo be fruitful in them, that, according to what 
was foretold, (Pſal. Ixxii. 16.) it may be like 
a handful of corn, which, though ſown upon 
the top of the mountains, that are to be barren, 
and are much expoſed to deſolating ſtorms, 
yet became exceeding fruitful; ſo that the 
fruit of it did ſhake like Lebanon. 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath given ground to 
hope, that the above-mentioned prophecy of 
the infpired Pſalmiſt ſhall have its accompliſh- 
ment during the Goſpel diſpenſation ; for he 
compared his “kingdom to a grain of muſtard- 
« ſeed, which a man took, and ſowed in his field; 
% and which, though the leaſt of all ſeeds, yet 
* when it is grown, is the greateſt among herbs, 
** and becometh a tree; ſo that the birds of the 
air come and lodge in the branches thereof.” 
(Matt. xiii. 31.) It is the daily prayer of all 
ſincere Chriſtians, that the kingdom of their 
Lord may come, and his will be done in eùrth 


* Though miniſters ſow the ſeed of the word plenti- 
fully in preaching it, there will. be little ſpringing of 
that ſeed, unleſs it be ſecretly watered with tears and 
prayers. LeicuToxn's Sermons, Vol, II. p. 356. 


as 


* 
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as it is in heaven. (Matt. vi. 10.) It gives 
them joy when his pleaſure proſpers in the 
hands of his ſervants, and when his word is 
believed and obeyed by them who hear it; and 
it grieves them exceedingly when it is other- 
wiſe, and when they ſee the word of the Lord, 
which may make men wiſe ynto ſalvation, re- 
jected and deſpiſed, as water ſpilt upon the 
ground, and leaving its hearers like ground 
which is often rained upon, and brings forth 
nothing but briars and thorns, and 1s nigh unto- 
curſing. Heb. vi. 8. 

It appears from the writings of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, that they were much 
grieved when they obſerved that few believed 
their report; and that many, to whom they 
preached, rejected the counſel of God againſt 
themſelves. They ſpoke of this with weeping, 
(Phil. iii. 18.) and their ſouls wept in ſecret 
places for it, (Fer. xiii, 17.) and no doubt it 
ſtill gives much uneaſineſs to good men, that 
the word of the Lord, which is preached from 
time to time, has ſo little ſucceſs in renewing 
the heart, and reforming the lives of thoſe 
who hear it; and that the preachers of it have 
frequently reaſon to complain, that they © have 


laboured in vain, and ſpent their ſtrength for 


* nought and in vain,” (Ia. xlix. 4.) and that 


they are, as to many, the ſavour of death unto 


death.“ 2 Cor. it, 16. There is too much 
ground for ſuch complaints in every place 
where the Goſpel is preached ; and Chriſtians 

C | would 


: 
| 
7 
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would be very culpable if they looked on ſuch 
a ſcene with indifterence, and neglected to en- 
quire into the cauſes of it. When men are 
diſappointed and diſcouraged, by the corn not 
ſpringing up, as they expected, they uſually 
conſider what may be the cauſe or occaſion of 
it; they reflect on the quality of the ſeed that 
was ſown, and are at pains to know if its un- 
fruitfulneſs was occaſioned by any defect or 
inſufficiency in it, or if it was owing to the 
unſkilfulneſs and negligence of thoſe, to whoſe 
care the ſowing it, and preparing the ground 


for receiving it, were committed; and if upon 


reflection and enquiry it is found that what 
they lament and complain of, was owing to 
their own unſkilfulneſs and neglect, in ſowing 
ſeed that was not good, not ſufficiently win- 
nowed and prepared; or in ſowing it out of 
ſeaſon, and in a ſoil that was not fit for it, nor 
properly cultivated and manured, they will 
challenge and upbraid themſelves for the loſs 


they ſuſtain. 


* Theſe things will ſuggeſt to a ſerious and 
well-diſpoſed mind, what ſhould excite both 
the preachers and hearers of God's word, to 
conſider it its unfruitfulneſs and want of ſuc- 
ceſs be owing to any fault or neglect of theirs. 
It cannot be denied, that miniſters who preach 
God's word, and on that account may be called 
the ſowers of it, are ſometimes much to blame, 
for its not being more ſuccelsful : and there- 
fore they who are in that honourable office, 
5 ſhould 
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ſhould ſeriouſly conſider, if they have contri- 

buted to the unſucceſsfulneſs of the Goſpel, 

by ſowing the precious ſeed of God's word too 

ſparingly, and not preaching and ſpreading the 

knowledge of it when they had opportunity; 

or if they have hindered its fruitfulneſs by 

mixing it with errors or inventions of their 

own, and entertaining their hearers with what 

was trifling and unedifying, and tended more 

to harden and miſlead, than to inſtruct and re- 

form them. They ſhould alſo conſider, if they 

have reaſon to believe that the irregularity of 

| their walk and converſation prejudiced many 

at the Goſpel which they preached; and it by 

a careleſs, formal, and indecent way of per- 

forming public devotions, when they had the 

lead and direction of them, they contributed to 

the deadneſs and formality of thoſe who joined 

with them, and to their wearying of God's 

worſhip, and undervaluing .and withdrawing 
from his ordinances. | 

There have been inſtances of leaders who 

made the people under their care to err, (Ja. 

ix. 16.) and of prieſts cauſing men to ſtumble 

at the law, (Mal. ii. 8.) and even to © abhor 

„the offering of the Lord,” (1 Sam. ii. 17.) 

which evidently ſhew that miniſters or preachers 

of God's word may ſometimes be to blame, for 

its not yielding the fruits that were expected 

from it. But though miniſters are {ometimes 

very culpable this way, it would nevertheleſs 

be very partial in men to turn the whole m_ 

N WY | | © 
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of their not being profited by the word of God 


upon them who preach it: for whatever may 
be the ſins or infirmities of thoſe who preach 
the word of the Lord, yet ſo long as men are 
allowed to ſearch the Scriptures, and come to 
* thoſe wells of ſalvation, where they may have 
the word pure and clean, and perfectly free of 
error and human inventions, they have no rea- 
ſon to blame any but themſelves, if they do not 
profit by it. This 1s pointed out in a parable 
which Chriſt ſpoke, and which is recorded in 
the vuith chapter of Luke, wherein it is ob- 
ſerved, that the reafon, why ſo much of the 
ſeed that was ſown, was loſt, was the badneſs of 
the ground in which it was ſown: and as the 
ground in that parable repreſents the heart, it 
ſhews that it is owing to the bad temper and 
diſpoſition of it, that the word ſometimes proves 
unfruitful. Sometimes (as is ſhewn in that 
parable) it is owing to the ignorance and inat- 
tention of them who hear it; at other times it 
is owing to the hardneſs of their hearts, and 
ſometimes it is occaſioned by their inordinate 
worldly cares, which choak the ſeed of the 
word, and keep it from being fruitful. It is 
therefore incumbent both on the preachers and 
hearers of God's word, to be on their guard 
againſt every thing that would hinder its in- 
fluence on their own heart, or prevent its ſuc- 
ceſs in the places where they live; and it ſhould 
be their conſtant endeavour to act ſuch a part 
in their different ſtations and relations, as would 

5 tend 
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tend to remove the reproach of the barrenneſs 
and unfruitfulneſs of the word of God, and 
give ground to hope that the important truths 
he hath revealed by the Goſpel, and which 
ſeem to be hid from many, to whom they are 
daily preached, are not altogether loſt, but 
will yet bring forth fruits of righteouſneſs, and 
be like corn, which, though it lies hid under 
ground ſome time after it is ſown, yet in due 
time ſprings up and yields much fruit. O that 
the Lord, who alone gives the increaſe (1 Cor. 
iii. 6.), would haſten the time when he will 
* cauſe them that come of Jacob, to take root: 
and 1/ael ſhall bloſſom and bud, and fill the 
face of the world with fruit” (Ia. xxvii. 6.) ; 
that his ſervants, who labour in word and 
doctrine, and travail in birth till Chriſt be 
formed in the hearts of men (Gal. iv. 19.), may 
ſee the fruit of the travail of their ſouls, and be 
ſarisfied. 

It is obſerved by Solomon, that there is a 
time to plant, and a time to pluck 1 what is 
planted; and that to every thing there is a 
ſeaſon. (Eccleſ. iii. 1, 2.) Now is the ſeaſon of 
ſowing fields, and planting vineyards, which 
may yield fruits x increaſe ( Pſal. cvii. 37.) ; 
and they who are employed, or have occa- 
ſion to ſee others employed in that, or any 
other -kind of work which the preſent ſeaſon 
calls men to perform, ſhould reflect on the 
goodneſs of God, who not only affords men 


renewed ſeaſons and opportunities of doing 


every needful work; but alſo endows them 
C 3 with 
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with underſtanding to know the times and ſea- 
ſons he hath appointed, and how to prepare 
for them, and improve them. He teaches the 
plowman to plow, and to open and break the 
clods of his ground; and not only gives ſeed 
to the ſower, but likewiſe wiſdom and diſcre- 
tion to make a proper diſtribution of it; and 
to know the ſeaſons and ſoils in which the va- 
rious kinds of feeds may be ſown with ad- 
vantage, and what is needful to be done to 
make it fruitful. 

He inſtructs him, as the Prophet J/aiab ob- 
ſerves, to © caſt abroad the fitches, and ſcatter 
** the cummin, and caſt in the principal wheat, 
* and the appointed barley, and the rye, in 
* their place.” (1/7. xxvin. 25.) And may not 
this encourage the ſowers of his word to aſk, 
and hope for his direction and aſſiſtance in the 
important work he hath given them to do, 
and for which they may find themſelves very 
inſufficient? When Solomon aſked of God a 
wife and underſtanding heart, his requeſt was 
readily granted (1 Kings iii. 12.); and as the 
Lord hath promiſed to give his Spirit to them 
who aſk him, his ſervants, who are ſenſible of 
their own inſufficiency to preach his word, 
ſhould beg of him who called them to that 
great and difficult work, to qualify them for 
It, and make a ſpirit of wiſdom, and power, 
and of love, and a ſound mind, to reſt upon 
them, that they may ſpeak his word faith- 
fully; and deliver the comforts and terrors, 
and the admonitions and reproofs that are in it, 
in 
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in ſuch a way as will promote the end for, 
which they were intended. There is a time 


to ſpeak, and a time to be ſilent,” (Eccleſ. iii. 


7.): May the Lord give his ſervants under- 
ſtanding of the times (1 Chron. xii. 32), and 
help them to exhort and rebuke in a way that 
will be for the uſe of edifying! May he 
keep them from being guilty of caſting pearls 
before ſwine (Mazt. vii. 6.), by giving  admo- 
nitions or reproofs to perſons who are utterly 
indiſpoſed for receiving them : or by delivering 
them at ſuch unſeaſonable times, or in ſuch an 
imprudent manner, as would render them uſe— 
leſs or hurtful! And may he allo keep them 
from concealing his righteouſneſs and truth, 
when it would be for his honour, and the 1n- 
tereſt of men, to publiſh and declare them. 
(P/al. xl. 10.) O Lord, enable them at ſuch 
times to open their mouth, and ſpeak boldly 
as they ought to ſpeak (Eph. vi. 20.), and to 
ſow beſide all waters (Ja. xxxii. 20.), by em- 
| bracing every opportunity of delivering thy 
word to thoſe who. ſeem diſpoled to re- 

cewe it! | by | 
Men ſow the fields which they have plowed 
and manured, when the ſeaſon for ſowing them 
is come; and the ſowers of God's word ſhould 
be careful to ſow that precious ſeed in hearts 
which are young and tender, or in thoſe that 
have been opened by convictions, and ſoftened 
by afflictions. It may be delivered with great 
advantage to perſons in theſe circumſtances; 
4 and 
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and the preachers of it ſhould be careful to 
improve thoſe ſeaſons of doing good, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtorms of trouble which may beat 
upon them when employed in that important 
work. Huſbandmen plow and ſow their fields 
in cold as well as in pleaſant days: and mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel ought to be diligent and 
aſſiduous in their miniſterial work, though 
troubles and difficulties ſhould attend it. They 
ſhould keep the end of a Goſpel-miniftry al- 
ways in view, and not ſuffer their attention to 
it to be diverted by worldly cares or buſineſs 
of any kind; © for no man having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit 
* for the kingdom of God.” (Luke ix. 62.) 
Indeed ſome of God's faithful ſervants have 
been ſo harraſſed with perſecutions and re- 
proaches for preaching his word, and fo 
grieved and vexed by their want of ſucceſs in 
that work, that they have gone the length to 
lay, that they would not make mention of 
him, nor ſpeak any more in his name (Fer. xx. 
9.); and have requeſted for 2 that 
they might die (1 Kings xix. 4.), and be re- 
moved from a world in which they had much 
tribulation, and little proſpect of being uſeful. 
The Prophets Elijah and Jeremiah are inſtances 


of this : but it ſhould be remembered, that the 


ftrong and unguarded expreſſions which dropt 
from theſe good men, when they were in haſte, 
and under the power of fretfulneſs and im- 
patience, are not recorded for imitation ; * 

that 
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that the preachers of God's word have no 
reaſon to infer from them, that they do well 
to be angry or diſcontented when they have 
not that pleaſure and ſucceſs in their work 
which they deſire; or that they are at liberty 
to give it over when they meet with many and 
great diſcouragements in it. Neceſſity is laid 
upon them to preach the Goſpel (1 Cor. ix. 16.), 
whether men will hear or forbear (Ezek. ii. 7.); 
and therefore, though they have preached it 
long with little or no ſucceſs, and fee no a 
pearance of its being more regarded, or better 
improved: yet under theſe, and other diſ- 
couragements, they are obliged “ to preach the 
« word in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, and to re- 
prove, rebuke, and exhort with all long- 
e ſuffering and doctrine.“ (2 Tim. iv. 2.) Per- 
haps the Goſpel is not ſo unſucceſsful, nor 
their miniſterial labours ſo uſeleſs and inef- 
fectual as they imagine. The Lord may have 
much people in a place, when his miniſters do 
not know it. (Rom. x1. 4, 5.); and many may 
be edified, converted, and comforted by their 
miniſtrations when they are not ſenſible of it. 
But though their labour ſhould be loſt, and 
they be denied the honour and pleaſure of 
being very uſeful in the world, and ſucceſsful 
in their endeavours to inſtruct and reform men; 
yet if they have been faithful, they may re- 
Joice-in-hope of that crown of glory which the 
chief Shepherd hath promiſed to beſtow on his 
faithful ſervants (1 Pet. v. 4.), and may be 


aſlured, 
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and the preachers of it ſhould be careful to 
improve thoſe ſeaſons of doing good, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſtorms of trouble which may beat 
upon them when employed in that important 
work. Huſbandmen plow and ſow their fields 
in cold as well as in pleaſant days: and mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel ought to be diligent and 
aſſiduous in their miniſterial work, though 
troubles and difficulties ſhould attend it. They 
ſhould keep the end of a Goſpel-miniftry al- 
ways in view, and not ſuffer their attention to 
it to be diverted by worldly cares or buſineſs 
of any kind; © for no man having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit 
for the kingdom of God.” (Luke ix. 62.) 
Indeed ſome of God's faithful ſervants have 
been ſo harraſſed with perſecutions and re- 
proaches for preaching his word, and fo 
grieved and vexed by their want of ſucceſs in 
that work, that they have gone the length to 
ſay, that they would not make mention of 
him, nor ſpeak any more in his name (Fer. xx. 
9.); and have requeſted for themſelves that 
they might die (1 Kings xix. 4.), and be re- 
moved from a world in which they had much 
tribulation, and little proſpect of being uſeful. 
The Prophets Elijab and Jeremiah are inſtances 


of this : but it ſhould be remembered, that the 


Rrong and unguarded expreſſions which dropt 
from theſe good men, when they were 1n haſte, 
and under the power of fretfulneſs and im- 
patience, are not recorded for imitation * 

that 
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that the preachers of God's word have no 
reaſon to infer from them, that they do well 
to be angry or diſcontented when they have 
not that pleaſure and ſucceſs in their work 
which they deſire; or that they are at liberty 
to give it over when they meet with many and 
great diſcouragements in it. Neceſſity is laid 
upon them to preach the Goſpel (1 Cor. ix. 16.), 
whether men will hear or forbear (Zzek. ii. 7.); 
and therefore, though they have preached it 
long with little or no ſucceſs, and ſee no ap- 
pearance of its being more regarded, or better 
improved: yet under theſe, and other diſ- 
couragements, they are obliged “ to preach the 
« word in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, and to re- 
prove, rebuke, and exhort with all long- 
“ ſuffering and doctrine.“ (2 Tim. iv. 2.) Per- 
haps the Goſpel is not ſo unſucceſsful, nor 
their miniſterial labours ſo uſeleſs and inef- 
fectũal as they imagine. The Lord may have 
much people in a place, when his miniſters do 
not know it (Rom. xi. 4, g.); and many may 
be edified, converted, and comforted by their 
miniſtrations when they are not ſenſible of it. 
But though their labour ſhould be loſt, and 
they be denied the honour and pleaſure of 
being very uſeful in the world, and ſucceſsful 
in their endeavours to inſtruct and reform men; 
yet if they have been faithful, they may re- 
Joice in hope of that crown of glory which the 
chief Shepherd hath promiſed to beſtow on his 
faithful ſervants (1 Pex. v. 4.), and may be 


aſlured, 
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aſſured, that tho* I/rae! was not gathered by their 
means, yet they will be glorious in the eyes 
of their Lord (Ja. xlix. 5.), who is not un- 
righteous to ONT the work and labour of 
love of his ſervants, and will reward them ac- 
cording to their diligence and fidelity, and 
not according to their ſucceſs, Miniſters of 
the Goſpel may comfort themſelves with theſe 
things, and imitate the diligence and patience 
of huſbandmen, who after they have done 
their part in plowing, manuring, and ſowing 
the ground, wait with patience for the precious 
fruit of the earth. Jam. v. 7. 

When the ground which was hard, and had 
been long uncultivated, is broken up, it is 
lumpy, till it be ſoftened with ſhowers, and 

ins be taken to ſmooth it: in like; manner, 
when the heart, which was greatly hardned by 
a long continuance in fin, is broken by con- 
victions, there will be no ſoundneſs in it, till it 
be compoſed by repeated influences of grace, 
and ſhinings of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
which ſometimes accompany the prayers and 
inſtructions of faithful miniſters. O that ſuch 
divine influences may accompany my miniſtra- 
tions, that they may be effectual for binding up 
the broken-hearted, and comforting thoſe who 
mourn. 

Miniſters of the Goſpel have much need of 
aſſiſtance in their miniſterial work ; and when 
men obſerve or conſider how many are now 
employed in aſſiſting thoſe who are ſowing the 
fields, 
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fields, it may bring this truth to their remem- 
brance. If the ſower had none to ſerve him 
with corn, or to harrow and cover it when it is 
ſown, nor to open the ground and break the 
clods of it, but was obliged to do all theſe 
things alone without any to aſſiſt him, the 


work would go on very ſlowly and aukwardly :- 


but when maſters and ſervants, and parents and 
children, join in aſſiſting one another, and every 
one is active in doing the part that is aſſigned 
them, the work is carried on with pleaſure and 
ſucceſs. This may put Chriſtians in mind to 


pray that the Lord would ſend forth many 


taithful miniſters into his church, and put it in 
the hearts of men, in every ſtation, to be aſſiſt- 
ing to them in the great work of ſowing the 
ſeed of his word. O that maſters and parents 
would aſſiſt them by inſtructing their children 
and ſervants; and may children and ſervants 
aſſiſt them by inſtructing one another. 


The Lord, who viſited the earth, and wa- 


tered it, is now bleſſing the ſpringing thereof: 
for, lo, the paſtures of the wilderneſs do ſpring, 
the fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and 
the vines with the tender grapes give a good 


ſmell. Graſs alſo is growing for cattle, and 


herbs for the uſe of man, and the earth is 
ſatisfied with the fruit of his works. O that 
the Almighty God, who watereth the hills 
from his chambers, and makes “ the earth to 
bring forth her bud, and the things that 
were ſown in it, to ſpring up,” would be 


pleaſed 
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pleaſed to © cauſe righteouſneſs and peace to 
<« ſpring forth before all nations,“ (7/a. Ixi. 11.) 
that the righteous may flouriſh like the 
„ palm-tree, and grow like a cedar in Leba- 
non; that they may be called trees of righte- 
* ouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, that he 
„may be glorified.” P/al. xcii. 12. Iſa. Ixi. 3. 
When trees put forth leaves and bloſſoms, 
it is a ſign that ſummer is nigh, and that the 
earth is about to yield her increaſe, and pro- 
duce thoſe fruits of which leaves and bloſſoms 
are the uſual forerunners. Indeed, neither 
leaves nor bloſſoms are certain and infallible 
ſigns of fruit; and many trees which are now 
adorned with them, may notwithſtanding be 
barren and unfruitful: but however that may be, 
they make a very agreeable appearance, and are 
uſually, though not always, followed with fruit 
according to their kind. Some things very 
ſimilar to this may be obſerved in thoſe who 
are planted in God's church or vineyard, and 
who on that account may be called Trees of 
Righteouſneſs. There may be at ſome ſeaſons 
found among ſuch, a very agreeable ſeriouſ- 
neſs and tenderneſs of heart, and a concern 
about the things which relate to their ſouls. 
They may alſo ſhew a deſire of knowledge, 
a delight in religious ordinances, a ſorrow tor 
ſin, and ſome amendment of life. Theſe things 
may be called Bloſſoms of the Trees of Righte« 
ouſneſs ;, and as they afford hopes of that fruit 
which is unto eternal life, they may give more 
1h 2g: pleaſure 
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—_ to thoſe who obſerve them, than can 
had from the beautiful and ſweet- ſmelling 
bloſſoms which appear in this ſeaſon. But 
however promiſing and agreeable- theſe things 
are, they do not always turn to a good ac- 
count, but like tender bloſſoms are ſometimes 
blown away, and never bring forth thoſe fruits 
of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt unto 
the glory and praiſe of God. There have 
been innumerable inſtances of this; and if di- 
vine grace and mercy do not prevent it, there 
will ſoon be many more. The various tem 
tations to which men are expoſed ; the natural 
wickedneſs and deceitfulneſs of their hearts, 
and the malice and ſubtelty of their ſpiritual 
adverſaries, put all of them, even thoſe who 
are moſt flouriſhing and promiſing, as to out- 
ward appearance, in great hazard of being 
barren and unfruitful in the knowledge of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : and when they are preſerved 
from apoſtacy and backſliding, and grow in 
grace and in holineſs, they may juſtly ſay, 
« This is the doing of the Lord, and it is mar- 
<« yellous in our eyes.” 

It is marvellouſly kind in God, to plant his 
precious grace in thoſe who are utterly unworthy 
and undeſerving of it; and nothing leſs than 
his almighty power and infinite wiſdom could 
preſerve and increaſe it in ſuch a bad and bar- 
ren ſoil, which is incumbered with many weeds 
of ſinful luſts, and beat upon with many vio- 
lent ſtorms of temptations. It is truly * 

d 
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that love to God ſhould grow in hearts which 
are naturally full of enmity againſt him; that 
hatred of ſin, and repentance for it, ſhould be 
found in thoſe who are naturally inclined to 
it; and that faith in God's word, and ſubmiſ- 
ſion to his providence, and meekneſs, humi- 
lity, forbearance, and a forgiving temper and 
diſpoſition, ſhould not only exiſt, but even in- 
creaſe, in thoſe who are naturally faithleſs and 
unbelieving, ſtubborn and unſubmiſſive, proud, 
haſty, and revengeful. 

Theſe are the wonderful works of him who 
is moſt high; and they may breed admiration 
in all who behold them. In them the Lord 
manifeſts his perfections as evidently (may He 
allo do it as frequently and univerſally) as in 
the flowers and fruits, and other annual pro- 
ductions of the earth. 


Father in Heaven, glorify thy Name, and as 
Thou haſt already glorified it in every place, 
by innumerable proots of thy wiſdom, good- 
neſs, and power, which Thou halt cauſed the 
earth to produce in this ſeaſon; be pleaſed to 
glorify it again, by manifeſting thy power and 
grace upon the hearts of men, and making 
them fruitful in theſe works which are to thy 
honour and praile. 
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Then comes thy glory in the Summer months, 

With light and heat refulgent. Then thy Sun 

Shoots full perfection thro' the ſwelling year. 
Tromson's Hxux. 


Should, in this delightful ſeaſon of the 
year, ſtir up my ſoul, And all that is within 
me, to adore and bleſs the moſt high God, 
who made both Summer and Winter, and hath 
commanded the earth to © bring forth graſs 
e for cattle. and herbs yielding ſeed, and 155 it- 


« trees yielding fruit, after their kind, for the 


e uſe of men.” (Gen. 1. 11.) O how great is 
his goodneſs! and how reaſonable is it that 
men ſhould utter rhe memory of it, and make 
his praiſe glorious by ſpeaking of the honour 
of his majeſty, and triumphing in the works 
of his hands, which in many different ways 

diſplay 
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diſplay the wiſdom, goodneſs, and power of 
their Creator, Preſerver, and Governor. 


Nature in every dreſs 
Her humble homage pays, 

And finds a thouſand ways t' expreſs 
God's undiſſembled praiſe. 

In native white and red 

The roſe and lilly ſtand, 

And free from pride their beauties ſpread, 
To ſhew his ſkilful hand. | 

The lark mounts up the ſky 
With unambitious ſong, 

And bears her Maſter's praiſe on high 
Upon her artleſs tongue. 


Warrts's LyR. Pokus, p. 44, 45. 


Behold, O my ſoul, how this earth, which 
was given for a habitation to the children of 
men, is beautified and adorned, and what 
abundant proviſion is made for the ſubſiſtence, 
and likewiſe for the pleaſure and comfort of 
thoſe unworthy and ungrateful creatures. And 
when I am conſidering theſe things, and de- 
light myſelf with obſerving innumerable beau- 
ties and wonders which appear in the various 
objects which are preſented ro my view, let me 
remember to whom I ſtand indebted for all 
theſe entertainments of ſenſe, and who it is 
that thus opens his hand, and fills the world 
with good. It was God, my heavenly Father, 

who 
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who made all the wonderful works which I be- 
hold. He formed every thing that is beauti- 
ful, and perfumed every thing that 1s fragrant 
in the univerſe; and whatſoever way I turn 
mine eyes, I may ſee evident marks of his 
preſence and providence, and of his wiſdom, 
goodneſs, and power. O that the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs would ariſe, and diſpel the fogs 
of ignorance from my mind, and remove from 
my ſoul whatever hinders me from perceiving 
the glory of the Lord, which may be ſeen in 
his works; or would keep me from liſtening 
to the inſtructions they give me. O may I 
be helped to improve what this ſeaſon of the 
year preſents to my view, as a ladder to raiſe 
my thoughts and affections towards that glorious 
place, where the Creator of the heaven and 
earth has his throne, and in which there 1s 
every thing that is good for food to immortal 
ſouls, or needful to make one wiſe, 

The earth is my footſtool, faith the, Lord,” 
(Ja. Ixvi. 1.) and all the inhabitants of it are 
as worms or graſhoppers before him. (Fob 
xxv. 6. Ia. xl. 22.) They are all mean, and 
many of them are alſo very ſinful creatures, 
and yet the Lord careth for them, and makes 
his goodneſs to paſs continually before them. 
Surely, then, if ſinful and ſhort-ſighted creatures, 
who live on God's footſtool, are ſatisfied with 
his goodneſs, and have delightful views of his 
glorious perfections, they muſt be infinitely 
happy who dwell in that place which He hath 
| LG choſen 
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choſen for his habitation, and where his glory 
ſhines with a meridian brightneſs and ſplendor. 
As they are the objects of his diſtinguiſhing 
love and favour, and never offend him ; and 
as they are perfectly free of all ſinful infirmi- 
ties, and have their intellectual powers and 
faculties greatly enlarged, they will, no doubt, 
ſee more of the nature and of the counſels and 
works of their great Creator, and enjoy more 
intimate communion with him, than men, while 
on this earth, are capable of knowing or en- 
joying. They will ſee his face (Rev. xxii. 4.); 
and as no cloud of guilt will intercept the 
tight of his countenance from them, ſo there 
will be no night nor darkneſs, to conceal from 
them the beauties which ſhine in his holy 
place. Rev. xxii. 5. 1 

However beautiful and agreeable the earth 
is, when its paſtures are cloathed with flocks, 
and its vallies are covered with corn, and when 
the trees are putting forth bloſſoms and fruit, 
and the flowers give a good ſmell, it is never- 
theleſs like a wilderneſs in compariſon of the 
heavenly Canaan, which God hath promiſed to 
his ſervants, and which they will be put in 
poſſeſſion of, when they have finiſhed their 
courſe in this world, and paſſed over the Jordan 
of death. They will no ſooner enter into that 
goodly land, than they will hear the ſongs of 
glorified faints, and holy angels, which will 
afford infinitely more pleaſure than the ſinging 
of birds can do, There they will ſee that * 
9 | Wo, 
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of life which yields twelve manner of fruits 
every month, and the leaves of which are for 

the healing of the nations (Rev. xxii. 2.) ; and 
they will be allowed to fit under its ſhadow, 
and eat its pleaſant fruits. They will alſo drink 
freely of the river of pleaſures (P/al. xxxvi. 8.), 
even of that river of the water of life which 
proceeds out of the throne of God, and is clear 
as cryſtal, being perfectly free of all dregs of 
ſin and ſorrow, and which will never dry up, | 
but flow for evermore. (Rev. xxii. 1. Pſal. | 
Xvi. 11.) The Lord God is the everlaſting N 
light of that bliſsful and happy place, and the } 
Sun of Righteouſneſs will never withdraw his | 
beams from it. There is nothing in heaveh it 
hid from the light and heat of this glorious * 
Sun; nor will any, who are there, deſire a 
ſhadow from it, as men ſometimes do from the 
dazzling light, and ſcorching heat of the na- fi 
tural ſun. | q 
The beams of this Sun will neither conſume ; | 
beauty nor ſtrength, which ſometimes are waſted 1 
by the heat and drought of ſummer (Gen. xxxi. . 
40. Cant. i. 6.); for they not only illuminate, ; 
but alſo beaurify, refreſh, ſtrengthen and com- 
fort all on whom they ſhine ; and it is no ſmall 
advantage to theſe happy perſons, that as their 
work does not hinder them from abiding in 
this light, ſo no clouds of guilt, of ignorance, 13 
or of doubts and fears, will ever riſe up in the 1 
heavenly regions to intercept their views of it. 94 
As the glory of the Lord will ſhine for ever, 4 
_ fo 1 
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fo his ſervants in the upper world will always 
behold and admire it. They will rejoice ever- 
more in him who is their light and their ſalva- 
tion, and will never wiſh to ſee their Sun go 
down, nor weary for the ſhadows of the even- 
ing, as hirelings are ready to do in a long 
ſummer day. 

Their ſummer will never change into win- 
ter, nor will there be ſuch ſudden and diſ- 
agreeable changes in their ſtate as thoſe to 
which men, while on this earth, are liable. 
Storms and tempeſts will never beat upon them, 
and the mountain of their happineſs will ſtand 
ſtrong, and © be as mount Zion, which can- 
& not be removed, but abideth for ever.“ 
Pſal. cxxv. 1. 
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Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of good; 
Almighty : Thine this univerſal frame, 
Thus wond'rous fair: Thyſelf how wond”rous then! 


'TpOMSON. 


HE. lines have fallen to me in pleaſant 
places, where every man may fit ſafely 
under his vine, and under his fig-tree (Micah 
iv. 4.), and may tarry at home, or walk about 
in the fields without being afraid. 
The Fews, though God's peculiar people, 
were not always in ſo favourable circumſtances, 
and had ſometimes reaſon to complain, that 
* there was no peace to him who went out, 
nor to him who came in, and that there 


were great vexations upon all the inhabitants 


of the country.” 2 Chron. xv. 5. 
In the days of Shamgar, and in the days of 
&-Fael, the highways were unoccupied, and the 


< travellers walked through by-ways” (Judges 


v. 6.); and their circumſtances were no better 
in the time of Jeremiah the Prophet, as appears 


from Jer. vi. 25, where it is ſaid, Go not 
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* forth into the field, nor walk by the way; 
** for the ſword of the enemy, and fear, is on 
every ſide.” When I reflect on theſe things, 
and conſider the agreeable ſituation wherein I 
now am, I ſhould be ſincerely thankful ro Him 
who ſet the bounds of my habitation, and is 
the Author of the peace, liberty, and other 
comforts I enjoy; for if I with-hold from Him 
the tribute of praiſe to which He is juſtly en- 
titled for theſe things, I ſhall be more ungrate- 
ful and undutiful than heathens, who have 


acknowledged that the tranquillity, and other 


outward comforts they enjoyed, were the gifts 
of God *. 

Chriſtians ſhould be habitually ſerious and 
devout, Their religion ſhould not be confined 
to the church, nor to their cloſets, but ſhould 
accompany them wherever they go, and in. 
whatever buſineſs they are employed about, 
whether it be in the houſe or in the field. 
When they are recreating themſelves in the 
fields, they ſhould endeavour to have their 
meditations acceptable in God's ſight, and 
maintain upon their minds a ſuitable ſenſe of 
his providence and adorable perfections which 
are there manifeſted and diſplayed. This 
ſeems to have been the practice of Iſaac; for 
it is ſaid (Gęn. xxiv. 63.) that he went to me- 
ditate in the field, at the even tide. And it 
was the cuſtom of one who was greater than 


® Deus nobis bac otia fecit. VII II. 
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Tſaac, even Feſus Chriſt, to take occafton from 
what he ſaw in the field, to ſuggeſt very proper 
ſubjects of meditation and diſcourſe, If I 
would follow theſe examples, and entertain 
myſelf with pious and devout meditations, 


when I am in the fields, it would make my 


walks there contribute to the health and com- 
fort of my ſoul, as they have ſometimes done 
to the health of my body; and would lead me 
to an intercourſe with God my Maker, which 
would yield me inexpreſſible pleaſure and de- 
light. O Lord, make me ſpiritually minded, 
and lead my thoughts from material and vi- 
ſible objects, to thoſe things which are not ſeen 


with bodily eyes, that I may © walk by faith, 


* and not by ſight.” 2 Cor. v. 7. 

I ſhall ſhortly be in a world of ſpirits, where 
I ſhall not ſee with eyes of fleſh. As the flocks 
which lately covered the paſtures, the birds 


which once ſung among the branches, and 


many perſons and families who poſſeſſed the 
houſes which I now behold, have returned unto 
duſt, ſo I, and all who are now living on the 
earth, will ſhortly leave it, and the places 
which know us now, will know us no more. 
O that men were wiſe, and underſtood this, 
and would remember that © all fleſh is graſs, 
and all the glory of man as the flower of 
* graſs. 1 Pet. i. 24. | 

As the flowers of graſs, which do now cover 


and adorn the fields, are of different colours; 


ſome of which are yet in the bud, others fully 
D 4 grown, 
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N and many of them almoſt faded: as 
ome of them were cut or trode down ſoon 
after they appeared, while others not far from 
them have ſtood till they are withering ſo; is it 
with the men who now inhabit this earth. 
They make very different figures and appear- 
ances in this world, Some are beautiful and 
ſtrong, others are weak and deformed; ſome 
are in eminent and high ſtations, and others 
very low and obſcure; ſome are cut off in 
youth, and others are bowed down by infirmi- 
ties and age; but in'this they all agree, that 
like graſs they fade and decay; and though 
they ſhould not be cut off by accidents or un- 
timely deaths, they will in a little time wither 
and diſappear. O Lord, make me ready for 
death; and when my body is laid in the grave, 
may 1t be put there as ſeed, which 1s caſt into 
the ground, not to be loſt, but to improve b 

corrupting there. As Thou haſt made the ſeed 
which was lately buried and hid in the ground, 

to ſpring up, and given it a body as it pleaſed 
Thee, be alſo graciouſly pleaſed to make any 
good thing Thou haſt planted in my heart, 
and which is overſpread with numberlels fins 
and infirmities, to revive as the corn, and grow 
up as the lilly; and when the time ſhall come, 
in which they who ſlept in the duſt of the earth, 

will awake, and have their bodies, which worms 
had deſtroyed, raiſed up, and reunited to their 
ſouls, may I awake and ariſe to everlaſting life, 
and have my body faſhioned like unto Chris 


moſt 
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moſt glorious body, that © as I have borne 
the image of the earthy, I alſo may bear the 
% image of the heavenly.” 1 Cor. xv. 49. 

The fields, which not long ago lay waſte 
and uncultivated, are now become pleaſant, 
like the garden of E den, and are more gloriouſly 
arrayed than Solomon was in his greateſt glory, 
Luke xii. 27. 

O that the Lord, who. hath made ſuch an 
agreeable change on the fields which I ſee, 
would work ſuch a change on the temper and 
behaviour of thoſe among whom I live; that 
many, of whom he once ſaid, ye are not my 
people, may henceforth be called the ſons of the 
living God. (7o/. i. 10.) He hath promiſed to 
pour out floods 775 the thirſty, and waters on 


the dry ground (Ja. xliv. 3.), and to make 


the wilderneſs bloſſom as the roſe, and plant 
in it the cedar and the myrtle, and the pine, 
and the box- tree together. (Ja. xli. 19.) O that 
He would in ſome meaſure fulfil theſe pre- 
cious promiſes by pouring the influences of 
his grace upon people of every rank and age 
in this place, and turning the diſobedient 
unto the wiſdom of the juſt; that“ one may 
„ ſay, I am the Lord's, another may call 
* himſelf by the name of Jacob, and another 
* may ſubſcribe with his hand unto the Lord” 
(Ja. xliv. 5.); and every one, even they who 
have hitherto been altogether barren of any 
thing good or virtuous, may become eminent 
in — and make fo quick and remark- 
able 
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able advances in the ways of religion and holi- 
neſs, as will make them, in that reſpect, to 
reſemble the graſs, or willows, which ſpring up 


by the water-courſes. J/. xliv. 4. 


I may now ſee ſeveral pieces of ground en- 
tirely deſtitute of that corn and graſs which 
beautify and enrich the fields that are about 
them; and which by frequent plowing over 
in the ſummer ſeaſon, are deprived of their 
verdure, and kept from yielding thoſe pro- 
ductions which were once gathered from them: 


and though ſuch a management may appear 


yery ſtrange and unaccountable to ſome, who 
are unacquainted with huſbandry, yet it is 
actually found to be a very proper way for 
meliorating and improving ground; and the 
advantages which flow from it, are ſufficient 
to recompenſe the labour of the huſbandman, 
and make up the loſs he ſuſtained by the want 


of a crop. This may bring to my remem- 


brance, what I have frequently had occaſion 
to obſerve, viz. that the Lord improves grace 
in the hearts of his people, and increaſes their 
fruitfulneſs in good works, by means which 
appeared to many, very improper, for bringing 
about ſuch ends and purpoſes. Sometimes he 


brings them into circumſtances which k 


them for a while from their former uſefulneſs, 


and render them more obſcure and uſeleſs in 
their reſpective ſtations than they once were. 
He breaks them with breach upon breach; 

and, to allude to what is ſaid, Pſal. cxxix. 3. 
he 


% 
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he plows upon their backs, and makes long his 
furrows. Such diſpenſations may, and ſome- 
times have appeared to God's ſervants to be 
very much againſt them, and they have looked 
upon them as ſigns that they were caſt out of 
his ſight; and yet they have afterwards found 
that they were done in love and mercy to their 
ſouls, and that though in the mean time they 
were not joyous but grievous, yet afterwards 
they produced the peaceable fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs. Gen. xlii. 36. Jonah ii. 4. Pſal. cxix. 
67, 75. 

4 this, O my ſoul, and check every 
accuſing thought of God's providence, by re- 
flecting on his infinite wiſdom, by which He 
can bring good out of evil, and order out of 
confuſion, and make thoſe things which ſeemed 
to be againſt his people, redound to their 
profit, and his own praiſe. 

It is to be feared, I ſhould rather ſay la- 
mented, that the Chriſtian church is in ſome 
reſpects not unlike the corn-fields I now ſee, 
wherein there are innumerable weeds, which 
are not only of a different nature from the 
corn, but alſo very hurtful to it; and yet 
make a good appearance, and are pleaſant to 
the eye. In like manner there are many who 
in name and by profeſſion are Chriſtians, -and 
yer are far from being really ſo. They make 
a fair ſhew by their profeſſion, and the gifts 
with which they are endowed ; and on theſe 
accounts frequently over-top and out-ſhine 
| real 
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real Chriſtians; while in the mean time they 
are hurtful to the intereſt of religion, and ene- 
mies to the ſaints of God. There are too 
many ſuch in the viſible church, and it will 
fare with them, as it does with weeds among 
corn; for as ſome of theſe will be plucked 
up before they come unto perfection, and 
ſuch of them as are allowed to ſtand, will 
wither and loſe their flowers, while the true 
grain ripens, and becomes more fit for uſe; ſo 
the root of hypoerites and ungodly perſons 
will be as rottenneſs, and their bloſſom ſhall 
„go as duſt,” while © the righteous will 
« flouriſh as the palm-tree,” and “ bring forth 
fruit in old age.” Ia. V. 24. P/al. xcii. 
12, 14. 

Sometimes wicked and openly profane per- a 
ſons, who were not only uſeleſs but alſo hurt- 
tul and vexatious to thoſe who were about 
them, have been cut off in the midſt of their 
days, and plucked out of this world in their 
full ſtrength, as thiſtles are plucked out from 
among corn (P/al. Iv. 2, 3. Fob xxiv. 24.); 
and though the Lord in his great mercy fre- 
quently ſpares to old age ſome hypocrites 
who are unworthy of a name or a place in his 
church; yet He ſometimes blaſts their gifts, 

and in the courſe of his providence makes a 
diſcovery of their naughtineſs before they are 
cut down by the fickle of death, Mark iv. 17. 


La. i. 2, 11. | 
O Lord, 


ee garnet, ASS =o 


ſelf, or to thoſe who are about me. Make it 


ſecurity, are awakened and ſtirred up, and 
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O Lord, keep me from pride, hypocriſy, 
and every thing that would be hurtful to my- 


my chief care and ambition to pleaſe Thee; 
and to be no worſe, but rather better, than I 
appear to men to be, that my goodneſs may 
not be like the graſs on the houſe- tops, which 
withereth before it be fully grown (Pal. cxxix. 
6.) ; nor like thoſe weeds which have pleaſant 
flowers, and yet are unprofitable and hurtful : 
but may any good thing in me, though it be 
yet ſmall, like a grain of muſtard-ſeed, increaſe 
and grow till it be perfected in glory. 

It is very pleaſant and agreeable to ſee the 
corn, when at its full height, bowing and 
waving before the wind; and I ſhould en- 
deavour to increaſe the pleaſure which arifes 
from ſo entertaining a proſpect, by conſiderin 
it as an emblem of what uſually follows thoſe | 
divine influences, which in the Holy Scriptures 11 
are compared to wind. | 4 

When the influences of God's Spirit reach 
the hearts of men, there is a very obſervable 
commotion in their ſouls, and their affec- 
tions are moved in a very different man- 
ner from what they were before. The con- 
victions and conſolations which the Holy Spirit 
is the author of, and which are compared to 
the north and ſouth-wind (Cantic. iv. 16.), do 
then awake and blow; by which means they 
who were before lying in ſpiritual ſleep and 


their 
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| real Chriſtians; while in the mean time they 
are hurtful to the intereſt of religion, and ene- 
mies to the ſaints of God. There are too 
ö many ſuch in the viſible church, and it will 
fare with them, as it does with weeds among 
| corn; for as ſome of theſe. will be plucked 
up before they come unto perfection, and 
ſuch of them as are allowed to ſtand, will 
wither and loſe their flowers, while the true 
grain ripens, and becomes more fit for uſe; ſo 
the root of hypocrites and ungodly perſons 
will be“ as rottenneſs, and their bloſſom ſhall 
„go as duſt,” while © the righteous will 
« flouriſh as the palm-tree,” and & bring forth 
fruit in old age.” Iſa. v. 24. Pſal. xcii. 
12, 14. 
Sometimes wicked and openly profane per- 5 
ſons, who were not only uſeleſs but alſo hurt- 
tul and vexatious to thoſe who were about 
them, have been cut off in the midſt of their 
days, and plucked out of this world in their 
full ſtrength, as thiſtles are plucked out from 
| among corn (P/al. Iv. 2, 3. Fob xxiv. 24.); 
and though the Lord in his great mercy fre- 
quently ſpares to old age ſome hypocrites 
who are unworthy of a name or a place in his 
church; yet He ſometimes blaſts their gifts, 
and in the courſe of his providence makes a 
diſcovery of their naughtineſs before they are 
cut down by the fickle of death. Mark iv. 17. 


La. 1. 2, 11. | 
O Lord, 
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O Lord, keep me from pride, hypocriſy, 
and every thing that would be hurtful to my- 


ſelf, or to thoſe who are about me. Make it 


my chief care and ambition to pleaſe Thee z 
and to be no worſe, but rather better, than I 
appear to men to be, that my goodneſs may 
not be like the graſs on the houſe-tops, which 
withereth before it be fully grown (Pal. cxxix. 
6.) ; nor like thoſe weeds which have pleaſant 
flowers, and yet are unprofitable and hurtful : 
but may any good thing in me, though it be 
yet ſmall, like a grain of muſtard-ſeed, increaſe 
and grow till it be perfected in glory. 

It is very pleaſant and agreeable to ſee the 
corn, when at its full height, bowing and 


| waving before the wind; and I ſhould en- 


deavour to increaſe the pleaſure which arifes 
from ſo entertaining a proſpect, by conſiderin 
it as an emblem of what uſually follows thoſe 
divine influences, which in the Holy Scriptures 
are compared to wind. | 
When the influences of God's Spirit reach 
the hearts of men, there is a very obſervable 
commotion in their ſouls, and their affec- 
tions are moved in a very different man- 
ner from what they were before. The con- 
victions and conſolations which the Holy Spirit 
is the author of, and which are compared to 
the north and ſouth-wind (Cantic. iv. 16.), do 


then awake and blow; by which means they 
who were before lying in ſpiritual ſleep and 
ſecurity, are awakened and ſtirred up, and 


their 
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their groundleſs and preſumptuous hopes are 
ſhaken and overthrown, ſo that they are made 
to cry out, What ſhall we do to be ſaved ?” 
The Lord then humbles and brings down 
thoſe who were haughty, and comforts and 
raiſes up thole who were diſcouraged and 
brought low; and all who are under the in- 
fluence of theſe heavenly gales, give a ready 
obedience and ſubmiſſion to his will, and yield 
to his precepts and providences as the ſtanding 
2 yields, and bows before every guſt of 
wind. 

When I obſerve how much ſome fields are 
beautified and improved by drains and in- 
cloſures ; ſome of which were made of mate- 
rials that were not only uſeleſs, but even hurt- 
ful, in the places where they once lay ; it may 
put me on reflefting how much a perſon's 
fruitfulneſs in good works may be promoted 
by a proper management of thoſe cares and 
Des, which are very hurtful to the fouls 
of men while they are neglected and allowed 
to continue in their natural and irregular ſtate, 
When there is no government or rule over the 
ſpirit, and every ſinful thought and irregular 
appetite is indulged and allowed to cleave to 
objects which are unworthy of them, the ſoul 
becomes like a garden whoſe walls are broken 
down, or like an open field, which, by being 
overgrown with thorns, or overſpread with 
ſtones, or by being marſhy and wet grounds, 
turns to no good account, and is unprofitable 
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to the owner of it, It is uſually, yea, always 
ſo with the ſouls of men, while neglected, and 
allowed to continue in its natural wildneſs 
and depravity ; but when it 1s endowed with 
that wiſdom which is from above, and is there- 
by directed to withdraw the thoughts, cares 
and affections from unſuitable objects, and 
bring them into a right channel, and to a con- 
formity to the divine law, it then becomes 
like a field which is drained and incloſed, and 
from which the ſtones and thorns, and every 
thing which hindered its fruitfulneſs, are ga- 
thered out. Its cares about worldly things, 
which when exceſſive and inordinate, were like 
thorns that hinder the growth of ſeeds which 
happen to fall among them (Luke vii. 7.), are, 
when regulated by the grace of God, and kept 
within due bounds, not only ſafe and harm- 
leſs, but even uſeful and ornamental, like a 
hedge or fence of thorns. They are, when 
rightly diſpoſed and governed, very uſeful 
fences againſt that indolence and prodigality 
which are hurtful to the ſpiritual and temporal 
intereſts of men, and have a tendency to ex- 
cite to that diligence and induſtry in worldly 
buſineſs and employments, which religion not 
only allows, but even requires and enjoins. 


O Lord, endue me with that wiſdom which is 


profitable to direct, and help me to manage 
my thoughts and cares, and my worldly buſi- 
neſs and affairs, in ſuch a manner as will pro- 
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mote the glory and the intereſt of my im- 
mortal ſoul. 

The fields, which are delightful and agree: 
able in the ſummer-ſeaſon, when the birds are 
ſinging, the ſun ſhining, and the weather fair 
and mild, have a very different aſpect in a cold, 
cloudy, and ſtormy day; and God's ſervants 
have frequently occaſion to find what is very 
ſimilar to this in the religious ordinances and 
inſtitutions which they are commanded to ob- 
ſerve. When their minds are enlightned, and 
their affections warmed with the divine in- 
fluences of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, the or- 
dinances of God, particularly reading and 
hearing his word, and praying, prailing, and 
communicating, afford the greateſt pleaſure, 
and attending or being employed in them, 
whether it be in private or public, is more 
agreeable than walking in green paſtures, or 
beſide ſtill waters, in a pleaſant ſummer day; 
but theſe ſame ordinances have a quite other 
aſpe& to men when they are deprived of the 
influences of God's grace, and the light of his 
countenance, and when their minds are dark- 
ned with the fogs of ignorance, or diſquieted 
with worldly cares. They will then appear 
needleſs, . unpleaſant, and unprofitable; and 
when ſome are ſaying, © How amiable are thy 
e tabernacles, Lord God of Hoſts! a day in 
thy courts is better than a thouſand;” they 
from whom the Sun of Righteouſneſs hath 


withdrawn, will be ſaying in their hearts, “It 
7 2 0 
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ﬆ ig vain to ſerve God: What profit is it that 
« we have kept his ordinances? When will 
e the ſabbath be gone, &c.” (Amos viii. 5. 
Mal. iii. 14.) O Lord, with-hold not from me 
theſe divine influences of ſpiritual life and 
light, which would make thy ordinances my 
delight. Fulfill to me what thou haſt pro- 
miſed to the ſheep of thy paſture (Ezek. xxxiv. 
14, &c.), and may I always have reaſon to join 
with the devout Plalmiſt in ſaying, 


How lovely is thy dwelling-place, 
O Lord of Hoſts, to me: 

'The tabernacles of thy grace, 
How pleaſant, Lord, they be, 


The Comforter, or Holy Ghoſt, whom the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt promiſed to ſend to his diſ- 
ciples, was compared by him to the wind, 
which, bloweth where it liſteth, and. is not un- 
der the direction or controul of men. (Foby 
1.8.) He is a free Agent, who beſtows' his 
comforts and other gifts on whom, and at 
what time, and in what manner he pleaſes; 
The effects of theſe are very evident, but the 
way, in which they are conveyed, 1s not fo well 
known, and therefore may be compared to the 
wind which the Almighty raiſes and calms in 
a way unknown to men, who hear the ſound, 
and feel the effects of it, though they cannot 
tell whence it Fometh, nor whither it goeth. 


Jobn 111, 8, Pit 
T4 E They 


— — — — 2 — — —_ 
4 4 _ & us * — — — 8 — 
— Hy —— _— 


— — — ——U— 
* * c 


OS 5 PI — ph 
— - — * 


— — —— — —ͤ—ñ——w— — — — — 
-» Py * G — 


— — 


* 4 C —— B 
, — 2 — 


2 8 * 3 — — — 
* K 


nne 


. 


r 


* — 
— Oo F> hs: 
- [4 = — * 


co MEeviTaAT1oONs, &c. 


They who have the Spirit of God in their 
hearts, may be ſenſible that He hath quickened, 
renewed, and comforted them, though they 
cannot well tell or explain the way and man- 
ner in which theſe things were done. They 
frequently find that the conſolations of which 
the Holy Spirit is the Author, afford pleaſure 
as real and infinitely greater than that which 
ariſes from cool and refreſhing breezes in a 
ſultry ſummer day; and that his enlightning 
influences remove from their minds that igno- 
rance, unbelief, and prejudice, which hindered 
them from a juſt perception of ſpiritual and 
divine things; and were as miſts or fogs, which 
make objects appear very different from what 
they really are. When the mind is enlightned 
by the Spirit of God, thoſe things, which dark- 
ned and miſrepreſented ſpiritual and divine 
things, fly away like miſts before the wind, 
and many glorious objects, which were once 
much diſguiſed and hid from them, appear in 
a clearer and juſter light than they did before. 
The Spirit of God alſo quickens the ſouls on 
whom he breathes, and makes them who were 
once as dry bones, to live. (Ezek. xxxvii.) 
He alſo renews them in the whole Man, after 
the image of Him who created them: and 
when they are aſked, How were, or how could 
theſe things be? they can only ſay, Verily, 
what we have known, and what we have 
felt and experienced of the word of life, we 


declare unto you. Jobn iii. T 
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Thou, tho? inviſible, art ever ſeen ! 
And ſeen in all! the great and the minute: 
Each globe above, with its gigantic race; 
Each flow'r, each leaf, with its (mall people ſwarm'd ; 
To the firſt thought that aſks, From whence ? declare 
Their common ſource. 


Youncs. 


Am now compaſſed about with a cloud of 


witneſſes of the exiſtence, providence, and 


adorable perfections of God; and as the proofs 
and evidences they produce of theſe things are 
very clear and ſatisfying, they muſt be fools 
without excuſe, who deny, or ſo much as doubt 
of them. Ir is very certain that the material 
objects I now ſee, did not always exiſt, and 
that they could not give exiſtence to them- 
ſelves : and it is no leſs certain that creatures 
who are void of reaſon, and many of whom are 
alſo without life or ſenſe, could not move and 
act as they do, if they were not directed by an 
infinitely powerful and intelligent agent. I 
ſhould therefore take occaſion from what I now 
ſee, to remember Him who created, upholds 
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and governs all theſe things, even the eternal, 
inviſible and omnipotent Jehovah, of whom, 
* and through whom, and to whom are all 
<« things.” Rom. xi. 36. 

It was by his word that the heavens were 
made, and that the ſpacious and beautiful ſky, 
which encompaſſeth this earth, was ſtretched 
out. By him the ſun, whoſe beams enlighten 
and warm this world, was lighted up, and by 
the ſkillfulneſs of his hand he is directed in 
his courſe, and made to obſerve the. time that 
is appointed for his riſing and going down. 
It was He who gathered the waters of the ſea 
together as a heap, and ſhut them up as with 
doors and bars; appointing the land for the 
bound, over which they cannot paſs. This He 
hath eſtabliſhed by a perpetual decree; and 
therefore, though the waves of the ſea roar 
and toſs themſelves, they cannot prevail, nor 
paſs over the bounds which are appointed 
them. (Fer. v. 22.) The Lord alſo formed 
the dry land, and the rivers abounding with 
waters. It was by his ſtrength that the moun- 
tains were ſet faſt, and that the hills were 
eſtabliſhed. He weighed them in ſcales and 
in ballances; removes them when they know 
not, and overturns them in his anger. He 
cauſeth the vapours to aſcend from the ends 
of the earth; and when he utrereth his voice, 
there is a multitude of waters in-the heavens. 
He maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth 
forth the wind out of his treaſures. —The 
We. oF : | - beaſts 
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beaſts that ſtray in the fields, the fowls that 
fly in the air, the fiſh that ſwim in the waters, 
and every living and creeping thing, received 
their life and exiſtence from God, who ſtill 
preſerves and provides for them, and according 
to whoſe appointment they are fruitful and 
repleniſh the earth. O that the almighty 
Maker of theſe things would enlighten the 
minds of men, to ſee his glory, which ſhines 
forth in them all: and may they look upon 
the various creatures, which every where pre- 
ſent themſelves to their view, as meſſengers 
whom he hath ſent forth to inform them of 
his greatneſs and the glorious majeſty of his 
kingdom, and to invite them to ſerve Him 


who is wiſe in heart, and mighty in ſtrength; 


and though infinitely high, deſpiſes not any, 
but is good to all, and ſpreads his mercy over 
all his works. | 

It does not appear that the brute-creatures 
have any ſenſe of the beauties of the vegetable 
creation, or that they are in the leaſt affected 
thereby; ſeeing they ſhew no regard to the 
moſt beautiful plants or flowers, but trample 
upon and deſtroy them as they do weeds or 
common graſs. It may therefore be con- 
cluded, that the exquiſite beauty, as well as 
the infinite variety and great uſefulneſs of the 
inferior creatures, were deſigned by their great 
Author and Creator to attract the attention of 
men to the diſplays of his wiſdom, goodneſs 
and power, which are made thereby. With a 
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like view, it is probable, he endowed the living 
but irrational creatures with the various in- 
ſtints, inclinations and qualities, which may 
be obſerved among them. Some of them are 
endowed with qualities which men love, as 
gentleneſs, gratitude, tractability, innocence, in- 
duſtry, and tenderneſs for their offspring when 
they are young: but others of them have very 
oppoſite qualities, and are fierce, cruel and ra- 
pacious, or ſtupid and intratable, which render 
them odious and diſagreeable to men. Theſe 
things, I may believe, were not done in vain, 
but for the inſtruction of mankind, and as a 
picture of the good or evil qualities which 
they ſhould endeavour to acquire or avoid. 
They not only ſerve as monitors to men, of the 
duties they ſhould perform, and of good diſ- 
politions which they ought to cultivate and 
maintain, but they alſo give a ſharp, though 
ſecret reproof, to all who are indifferent about 
| thoſe qualities which they cannot forbear to 
eſteem or deteſt, even in the brutes. O that 
men were wile to conſider this, and to receive 
the inſtructions which the inferior creatures 
daily give them. (Prov. vi. 6.) May the Lord, 
who. makes © the ſtork in the heaven to know 
* her appointed times, and the turtle and the 
c crane, and the ſwallow, to obſerve the time 
* of their coming” (Fer. viii. 7.), be pleaſed 
to make men know the things which belong 
to their eternal welfare, and ſtir them up to 
flee from the wrath that is to come, while the 
. ſeaſon 
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ſeaſon for doing ſo continues. O Lord, pre- 
ſerve me, and my fellow-men, from thoſe incli- 
nations and ways of life which are deteſtable 
even in brutes, eſpecially from thoſe which we 
are particularly cautioned againſt in thy holy 
word (P/al. xxxii. 9. Pſal. lvili. 4, 5. 2 Pet. iii. 
22. Job xxxix. 16.): and do Thou, who works 
in thy people both to will and do what is good, 
plant and cultivate in us thoſe holy diſpoſi- 
tions, the appearance or reſemblance of which 
is amiable in the meaneſt creatures. O make 
us '** wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves“ 
(Matt. x. 16.): and may we learn from the 
ant and bee, who provide their meat in the 
ſummer, and gather their food in the harveſt, 
to be diligent in providing for a future and 
eternal ſtate, and to “ lay up in ſtore for our- 
e ſelves a good foundation againſt the time to 
come.“ (1 Tim. vi. 19.) We have been 
taught more than the beaſts of the earth, or the 
 fowls of heaven: God forbid that we be more 
ſtupid, uſeleſs, and ungrateful, than many of 
them, who know and ſerve their owners, and 
diſcover an affection and regard for their bene- 
factors (Ja. i. 3.), and a very great tenderneſs 
and concern about their offspring. May I, 
and all who profeſs to be Chriſtians, know and 
acknowledge, and love and ſerve Him who 
created and redeemed us, and nouriſhed and 
brought us up. Since Chriſt Jeſus, who is the 
great and good ſhepherd of ſouls, calls them 
his ſheep who hear his voice and follow him 
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(Jobn x. 27.), may we hear and obey his word, 
and imitate and follow him in all his imitable 

perfections, particularly in his meekneſs and 
| Patience, and in a peaceable and forgiving 
temper and diſpoſition, of which he was an 
eminent pattern and example. He is fre- 
quently, and very properly compared to a 
lamb, which is an emblem of meekneſs and 
innocence; for he did no ſin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth; and when he was 
reviled, he.reviled not again. As he did not 
decline the ſufferings that were appointed him, 
nor ſtruggle and make reſiſtance when he was 
in the way to them; ſo he did not murmur 
and repine when he was actually under them, 
but was led to his croſs like “ a lamb to the 
* ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before her ſhearers 
is dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth.” 
(Ja. liii. 7.) He was likewiſe remarkable for 
the affection and tender concern which he 
| diſcovered towards ſome who were not very 
ſenſible of his kindneſs, and of their obliga- 
tions to him for it. As an eagle ſtirreth up 
her neſt, fluttereth over her young, ſpreadeth 
abroad her wings to cover or bear them upon 
them, ſo did the Lord ſhew his affection to 
his ancient people, by watching over and de- 
tending them, and providing for and inſtruct- 
ing them (Deut. xxxii. 11, 12.): and though 
he met with the moſt injurious and provoking 
treatment from them, he often renewed his 
offers of grace and mercy to them with the 

8 greateſt 


the SUMMER. 57 


ateſt tenderneſs and affection, and “ would 
have gathered them even as a hen gathereth 
& her chickens under her wings, but th 
« would not.“ Matt. xxiii. 37. | 


The love and compaſſion which the Lord 


Feſus Chriſt hath diſcovered on many occaſions 
to the children of men, and the patience and 
forbearance which he til exerciſes towards 
them, entitle him to their higheſt confidence 
and eſteem, and ſhould excite all who pro- 
feſs to be his diſciples, to love one another, 
and be kind and tender-hearted, forbearing 
and forgiving, and having compaſſion one of 
another (Eph. iv. 32. Col. iii. 12, 13.) They 
are unworthy of the name of Chriſtians who 
live in malice and envy, and not only ſhut up 
their bowels of compaſſion from the needy and 
diſtreſt, but even harden themſelves” againſt 
their own children as if they were not theirs, 
Men of this temper and behaviour are worſe 
than infidels (i Tim. v. 8.), and are more un- 
natural than beaſts, the moſt ſavage of them 
not excepted. 

Every one may obſerve that the inferior 
creatures, whether fowls or four-tooted beaſts, 
have a ſtrong affection to their offspring, and 


do what they can to preſerve and bring them 


to ſuch perfection as will render them fit for 


the uſe and ſervice for which they were de- 


ſigned, and for enjoying that meaſure of hap- 
pineſs which their nature makes them capable 
of receiving, It is amazing to ſee how _ 
fu 
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ful irrational creatures are to feed, ſhelter, and 
to the utmoſt of their power to defend their 
young ones, and to teach them by their ex- 
ample to fly from danger, and provide proper 
food” for themſelves. The obſervation of 
theſe. things may very naturally lead parents 
to reflect on the care they have taken of the 
children which God hath given them; and 
whether or not they have endeayoured by their 
inſtructions and good example to make them 
uſeful in this world, and happy in another. 

When the Lord gives a child or children 
to any perſon, he ſays to them, as Pharaoh's 
daughter did to the mother of Moſes (Exod. ii. 
9.), Take this child, and nurſe it for me, 
« and I will give thee thy wages.” He not 
only commits the bodies, but alſo and more 
eſpecially the ſouls of children, to the care of 
their parents; and they will come very far 
ſhort of their duty, if their care about them 
be confined to their bodies, and does not ex- 
tend to their ſouls, which are their better 

art. 

The Lord requires that children be not only 
fed and cloathed, but alſo inſtructed by their 
Parents, to whom he hath given the charge of 
them; and who ought to be at due pains to 
teach them the way wherein they ſhould walk, 
and to do every thing in their power to reſtrain 
them from {in which leads unto death; and to 
bring them to the knowledge and love of 
Chriſt, and to the practice of piety and * 

| that 
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that they may ſhine as lights in this world, 
and be made meet for the inheritance of the 
ſaints in light. 

If parents would thus bring up their children 
in the. nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
they would not loſe their reward : they would 
have peace in their own mind; their children 
would ariſe and call them bleſſed; and the 
Lord, whoſe favour is better than life, would 
be mindful of them, and bleſs them. He took 
notice of the care of Abraham to have his 
children inſtructed, and made obedient to the 
divine will (Gen. xviii. 19.), and commended 
him very much for it; and how much he was 
offended at Eli, for being too remiſs and neg- 
ligent that way, and not being at due pains to 
reſtrain his ſons from making themſelves vile, 
appears from the dreadful judgments that were 
inflicted on him and his family on that ac- 
count. 1 Sam. 11d and 11d chapter. 

The conſideration of theſe things ſhould 
induce parents to be very attentive to the edu- 
cation of their children, and to pray their 
heavenly Father to be the guide of their youth, 
and to ſanctify them early by his grace; that 
as doves fly to their windows, and chickens 
betake themſelves to their dam for ſhelter and 
nouriſhment, they may fly to Him who hath 
promiſed to cover his people with his wings, 
and make his truth their ſhield and buckler 
(P/al. xci. 4. . and who can ſopphy all their 
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need, according to his riches in glory. 
Phil. iv. 19. 

The holy and devout Pſalmiſt, David, 
ſpeaks of the roaring of the lions, and the 
crying of the young ravens, when they are 
hungry, as their — meat from God 


(P/al. civ. 21. cxlvii. 9.): and as he pro- 
vides food for them and their young ones, 


when they wander and cry for lack of meat 
(Job xxxviii. 41.), the children of men, who 
are better than the beaſts or towls (Matt. vi.), 
may be encouraged to aſk of Him whatever 
they want, and to caſt all their cares upon 
Him who provides for innumerable creatures 
what food is proper for them, though they 


neither ſow, nor reap, nor gather into barns. 
Matt. vi. 26. 


O what a glorious ſcene does it afford, 

To ſee an univerſe ſo richly ſtor d 
With creatures numberleſs, who, great and ſmall, 
Hang on Thy hand, for being, life, and all! 


CRAIG. 


The birds who have gathered and been ſa- 
tisfied with the food which their Creator pro- 
vided for them, are now ſinging among the 
branches, where they have their habitations; 
and their melody may be heard as a reproof 
to thoſe ungrateful men who are diſſatisfied 
and diſcontented with their lot and condition, 
and fo unthankful to God, who gives them 
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their daily bread, that they do not ſo much as 
acknowledge his kindneſs, and the voice of 
his praiſe is never heard in their families. 

The creatures in this lower world, who were 
more immediately deſigned for the uſe of men, 
are ſubject to that vanity which is the conſe- 
quence of his fall; and much intereſted in the 
puniſhment that was inflicted on him for his 
apoſtacy from God his Maker. The ground 
was curſed for his ſake (Gen. iii. 17.); and in 
conſequence of that, it brought forth to him 
thorns and thiſtles, and obliged him to ſweat 
and toil to bring food from it, and to eat 
thereof in ſorrow and in the ſweat of his face, 
« Becauſe he tranſgreſſed the law, and broke 
« the covenant of his God, therefore hath the 
s curſe devoured the earth, and it mourneth 
e and fadeth away, and the world languiſheth 
« and fadeth away.” Ia. xxiv. 4, 5, 6 ver. 

The beauty of many parts of the creation 
has been defaced, and corruption, diſorder, and 
confuſion have been introduced among the 
creatures by the diſobedience of man. By his 
ſin, death, and miſeries of many kinds, entered 
into this world, and not only paſſed upon the 
human race, but alſo upon other creatures, 
who were not capable of ſinning after the 
ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion. 

It is not only among men that there are 
wars and fightings, but many of the inferior 
creatures deſtroy and devour one another 
(Hab. i. 13, 14.); and every one knows, or 
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62 MeviTATIoNSy i 
God hath ſometimes employed the irrational 


and even inanimate creatures to avenge the 
quarrel of his covenant, and puniſh men, the 


tranſgreſſors of it, for their ingratitude and 
diſobedience to Him who once gave them do- 
minion over the works of his hand, and put 
all things under their feet. 

When men with-hold from God the ſervice 
and obedience which they owe unto Him, He 
may juftly make his creatures withdraw from 
them the ſervice and comfort they were once 
allowed and appointed to afford them; and, 
indeed, it is an inſtance of his infinite good- 
neſs, that He allows his creatures to be in the 

leaſt uſeful or ſerviceable to men, who are not 
only unthankful for them,. but frequently abuſe 
them to intemperance, and pervert the uſe for 
which they were given them. Hoſea 11. 8, &c. 

The whole creation is ſaid to groan (Ram. 
viii. 22.), under the bondage and miſery to 
which they are ſubjected. The children of 


men groan, being burdened (2 Cor. v. 9.), and 


the beaſts and irrational creatures may like- 
wiſe groan; for beſides the frailty of their na- 


ture, and the uneaſineſs they feel when the 


rivers of waters are dried up, and they have no 
paſture (Joel i. 20. ), they are expoſed to in- 
numerable other calamities; and the yoke to 


Which they were at firſt ſubjected for the ſer- 
vice of man, is become much heavier than it 


once was. They are ſometimes treated with 


cruelty, or unneceſſary ſeverity, and denied that 
b com- 
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compaſſion from men to which they are en- 


titled for their uſefulneſs and ſerviceableneſs 


to them. Indeed, men cannot be blamed for 
deſtroying ſuch of them as are hurtful and 
prejudicial to them, or from whom they ap- 
prehend danger: and they have an undoubted 
right to kill the moſt harmleſs of them, when 
their bodies are wanted for food, or other pur- 


poſes for which they were made and intended; 


but to deſtroy them wantonly, or without 
cauſe, and to take pleaſure in tormenting and 
diſtreſſing them, would be an abuſe of the do- 
minion they have over them, and could not 
fail to offend God their Creator, who diſcovers 
a tender care of them in the courſe of his pro- 
vidence, and hath warned men in his word to 
beware of cruelty, or want of feeling towards 
them. He required the Jews, whom he choſe 
to be-his peculiar people, to ſhew their com- 
paſſion to the brute-creatures, by not muzzling 
the ox when he was treading out the corn 


(Deut. xxv. 4.), and not delaying to help up 


an OX Or an aſs that had fallen down by the 
way. (Deut. xxii. 4.) And with a like view he 
appointed, that when they happened to find a 
bird fitting on her eggs, or young ones in her 
neſt, they ſhould not take the dam with her 


young, but let her go (Deut. xxii. 6.), that 


the poor creature might not be deprived of 
her liberty and the objects of her affection at 
the ſame time. | 
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Though he expreſly diſcharged the Fewws to 
do any work on the ſabbath-day (Exod. xx. 10.), 
yet he allowed them to loofe their ox or their 
als from the ſtall on the ſabbath, and lead them 
out to watering (Luke xi: 15.), or to lift a 
ſheep out of a pit on that day, when it hap- 
pened to fall into it (Matt. xii. 11.); and it is 
obſervable, that when he commanded to reſt 
from work on the ſabbath, or ſeventh day of 
the week, he added as a reaſon for that pre- 
cept, *© that thine ox and thine aſs may reſt.” 
(Exod. xxiii. 12.) By theſe things the Lord 
hath ſhewn his concern about the brute-crea- 
tures, and that he would have men to exerciſe 
their dominion over them with mildneſs and 
diſcretion. He is continually ſetting before 
them, in the courle of his providence, what 
may keep them in remembrance of this, and 
make them ſenſible that he notices and takes 
care of all, even the meaneſt of his creatures, 
and that none of them are forgotten before 
him. There is not a ſparrow that falls to the 
ground without his knowledge (Matt. x. 29.), 
and birds and beaſts, both great and ſmall, and 
innumerable creeping things, are daily pro- 
vided by him, with food convenient for them, 
and have waters at which they may drink their 
fill. He alſo directs them to places where 
they may ſhelter themſelves, and have neſts, 
in which they may lay their young (Pſal. civ.): 
and by theſe things he affords them a happi- 
neſs which fully ſatisfies their deſires, and 
renders 
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retders them in that re Tag 
men would be, if they had 
neſs in a future ſtate. 
Tbe happineſs which men enjoy. in their 
preſent embodied ſtate, is not ſufficient to ſa- 
tisſy the immenſe, deſires of their immortal 
fouls, and is embittered with many perplexing 
cares and fears: with which irrational creatures 
are not diſquieted. The! infinitgly wiſe Soye- 
reign of this world has been pleaſed to order 
things ſo; and the equity and wiſdom of this 
meaſure will be juſtified or acknowledged by 
all his children. Since the exiſtence of the 
inferior creatures is limited to the time | 
live on this earth, it is very, fit that the ſhort 
happineſs they are allowed, ſhould be as com- 
pleat as their nature and ſtare will admit, and 
be ſufficient /ro; ſatisfy their deſires, And as 
men, who are of a more excellent nature than 
the beaſts, and will exiſt for ever in ano 
ate, are notwithſtanding that too much in» 
ined to ſet their affections, inordinately u 
earthly things, and ſeek. a, reſt. or happineſs in 
the world in which they are ſojourners and 
rangers, it is no leſs kind than wiſe in their 
heavenly. Father, to ſhew them the vanity of 
the world in the numberleſs calamities that are 
unavoidable in it; and by diſappointing their 


more happ y. than 
no nap of 1 


expectations of happineſs from earthly things, 
do ſtir them up to aſpire after that eternal hap- 


pineſs which is revealed by the Golpel, and is 
More n of their Fut. than earthly 52 
| orts 
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forts and. enjoyments O that the Lord, we 
_ —_ wo of « more excellent nature than 
the s that periſh, would help me to aſpire 
after greater pleaſures than ot 1 have in 
common with them; and when the whole 
creation groaneth, and is in pain, may I be 
comforted with the well grounded hope of 
eternal life, and of the tion, even the 
redemption of my body, chat I may with 
pkeafure think on . time, when © the crea- 
ture, which was made ſubject to vanity, ſhall 
be delivered from the thang e of corrup- 
tion, into the glorious liberty * the ſors 0 

God.“ Rom. vin. 19, &c. 

I is very obſervable that the fear and dread 
of man is upon all the creatures which live on 
this earth, though many of them are much 
er than men; and the beſt, if not the 
only reaſon that can be aſſigned for this, is 
mentjoned- Gen. ix. 2, where it is noticed, that 
God put the fear and dread of men upon 
« every beaſt of che earth, and upon every 
«-fowFof the air, upon all the- ßiſn ef the ſea, 
and upon all that moveth on the earth.“ 
Tho he did not endow theſe creatures with the 
knowledge and fear of Himſelf, yet, as He had 
en man dominion over them, He was pleaſed 

impreſs upon them the fear and dread: of 
him whom He had ſet over them, as a maple 
of their a ection to him, and to render them 
more c of being ned by him. In 
this the — and love of God towards men 
3 appeared: 
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ppeared: and furely if there be any gratitude 
in chem, they will: praiſe the Lord for the ferd 
vice receive from his creatures, and" wilt 
preſent ts their eommon Creator the ho 
to whieh He is Juſtiy entitled; and which the 
birds and beaſts, and other creatures, Which 
. to their eaſe and pleaſure are fot 
capable of paying for themſelves. Come then, 
O my ſoul, and offer unto God chaaklglving : 
and give Him that love and eſteem, that 8 
and reverence, and that ſervice and obediene 
which are due to his excellent majeſty. Glory 
in his holy name; for there is none like Him, 
neither are there any works like unto his works. 
O that men would praiſe Him, you let all me 
Frentures praife Him. | £1 ; | 
£39: 1 1 1 
| Ye trees of every kind, ve'fruiiful . 40 
Teo knotty'oaks, and tall aſpiring pines, 
Or bend your heads, or eee 
To honour Him at whoſe command yeygrow. 
Po Him! let every beaſt this homage pay: 
He ſerds the flocks,- He finds the lions prey; 
Jo celebrate his bounty and his pow'r, 
Bleat all ye lambs, and all ye liens roar ; 
Ye va hg who'thro' the airy regions wing, 
Nature's muſicians, you his praiſe muſt ſing: 
Fe flies and worms, his various ſkill diſplay, 
: Tho' you can't fg, this homage you may pay. 
5  Baowy's Hymns, 
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1 I-ſhould now remember, that every thing 
that « is uſeful, ro me or my fellow-men, 
contributes to our, comfort, depends entirely 
upon God, and is wholly at his 41 poſal: All 
the beaſts of the geld are his, — the cattle 
upon a thouſand hills.“ They, and all wir 
: creatures, were made and are maintained by 
15 z and 5* when he takes away their breath 
as he may do when he pleaſes) © they die 
Hand return unto duſt.” He can alſo, take 
©, away. his corn in the time thereof, and his 
i ine in the ſeaſon thereof, and alſo his wool 
Wand his flax (Hoſea ii. 9.); and can turn 
e rivers: into a — o water - ſprings into 
dry ground, and a. fruitful land into barren - 
Le neſs” (P/al. cvii. 33, 340: yea, if he com- 
mands, the ſun ſhineth not, and he can ſeal 
up the ſtars. Fob ix. 7. 
The Lord is not the God of, the. hills ſs 
as the Syrians fooliſhly imagined, (1 Kings xx. 
28,); for the earth is his own, and the tulneſs 
thereof; and there are evident marks of his 
preſence, power, and influence in every place. 
He's All in All: His Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Power, 
Spring in each blade, and bloom in every flower; 
Smile o'er the meads, and bend on every hill, 
n in "ou appr, and murmur in n the rill. 
| BROWx. 
He! is a God at hand, and is alſo preſent in 
places that are afar off (Fer. xxiii. 23.)z and as 
the r bodies are . and governed 


by 
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by hirn, ſo all the creatures on earth, whether 
animate or inanimate, are under his influence, 
und fulfill his purpoſes, whether for correction 
or for mercy. Some remarkable and ſtriking 
inſtances of this are recorded in the Holy 
Seriptures, and deſerve the notice and attention 
of men. When the Lord commanded the Pro- 
et Elijah to go and hide himſelf by the 
Cherith, he told him, that he had com: 
manded the ravens to feed him there: and-it 
is obſerved (1 Kings xvii. 6.), that the ravens 
brought him bread and fleſh in the morning, 
t and bread and fleſn in the evening.“ It it 
alſo obſerved (Numb. xi.), that an amaking num 
ber of quails flew to the camp of the Iruclites, 
and fell down about their rents, to fulfill the 
appointment of God, who had;promiſed to give 
to that people (of whom there were fix hun- 
dred thouſand) fleſh that would ſerve them a 
whole month to eat. This was a plain pa 
of the power and dominion which the Lord 
hath over the fowls of the air; and that the 
fiſh' of the ſea are likewiſe under his influence 
and direction, appears from what is related 
concerning the Prophet Jonab, who was'fwal- 
lowed up by a great fiſh, whom God had pre- 


2 for that purpoſe (Jonab i. 1 7:), and Wh! 
ept h 


im till the word of the Lord came, and 
made it vomit him out upon dry land. (Janab 
Hi. 10.) Other proofs of this truth are related 
by the Evangeliſts Mſattibew and Jobn (Matt. 
vii. 27. Jobn xxi. 6.): and every one | who 
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| looks into the Scriptures, will find infumerable 
| Inſtances of the inferior creatures being em- 
ployed by their Creator to fulfill his —_—_— 
of love to his ſervants, and to 
who had offended him. When the Halbe 
provoked God by their murmurings in the 
wilderneſs, he ſent fiery ſerpents among them, 
who bit and Aeſtroyed many of them (Nam: 
xx. GU but when a viper faſtened upon the 
Rand of his Apoſtle Paul, he did not ſuffer it 
to do him any harm. Ads xxvii. 3. When 
his ſervant Daniel was caſt into 2 den of lions; 
he: teſtrained dle ſe ravenous creatures from de- 
vouri bim, as lis enemies expeRed they 
would have done, Dan. vi. 22. And on anos 
ther loccaſion he ſent bears and lions! to kall 
ſotme particular perſons who had offended and 
diſabeyed bim, 1 Mings xiii. 24. 2 Kings xxiv. 2 
Theſe are remarkable inſtances of the power 

uf God over the irrational ereatufes, and that 
he can direct and influence them to fulßll his 
purpoſes and appomtments. There have been 
4nnumierable other inſtances of this, ſome of 
twbith are recorded in the viüth, ixth, and th 
chapters of Exodus, here there is an account 
of flagb, flies, locuſts, and other creatures. 
covefting the land, and even entring into the 
houſes and bedchambers of the Egyptians, at 
the very time that God appointed, and leaving 
them again when he commanded. O ho 
vretched and miſerable are the perſdns who 
ate in a ſtate of ne with Him, who _ 
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Lord and Commander of all, the hoſts or ar- 
mies of heaven and earth! and on the othey 
hand, how happy are they who have been re- 
conciled to him, through Fe Chriſt, and who 
obey and fear him, and hope in his merey 
To ſuch he will do no inet; (Fer. xxy. 6.); 

ea, he will not with-hold any good thing 
| them ( P/al. Ixxxiv. 4 1), and; will ** 
his creatures contribute to their happineſs and 
comfort, as if they were in league with them. 
Hence it is ſaid (Ja v. 23.0), that the righte- 
* ous man ſhall be in league with the ſtones 
«of the field, and chat the beaſts ef the Held 
7 {ball be at peace with him.“ 
The 1 which the Lord puts in the 
ſervants is much greater, and mort 
© _ deſired, than that which proceeds from 
corn and wine, from the increaſe of flocks and 
herds, or from abundance of carthly comfores 
and enjoy ments. It can ſubſiſt — 
and comfort the foul under the want or loſs of 
them; as appears from Hab. iii. 15, 18 vet, 
where the Prophet Hlabattut ſays, though 
the fig · ter ſhould not bloſſom, and there 
* ſhould be no fruit on the vine; though the 
labour of the olive ſhould fail, and the fields 
* ſhould yield no meat; though the flock 
5 ſhould. be cut off from the fold, and thero 
++ ſhould be no herd in the Ralls ; I will re⸗ 
& zoice. in the Lord, I:mill. Jap. in the God of 
« 85 ſalvation.“ bo ; 
tar F 4 1 
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The Lord is to his people as a river whoſe 

waters fail not, and with whoſe ſtreams they 
are from time to time refreſhed when going 
on in the journey of life. He not only gives 
them his word and ordinances, but alſo his 
Spirit, the fruit of which is joy” (ws v. 22.), 
and whoſe divine influences and conſolations 
are in them like a well of water ſpringing up 
into N N Fobn iv. 14. The joy of 
the Lord is their ſtrength (Nebem. viii. 10.) 
and makes them run in the ways of his com; 
mandments, and not weary," and-walk in them, 
and not faint. It ſupports ee under worldly 
loſſes and croſſes, and diſcouragements of every 
kind; and it gives their earthly comforts a 
double reliſh. They rejoice in common mere 
cies, as inſtances: of the kindneſs of their 
heavenly Father: and when they obſerve the 
infinite number of living —— who are 
maintained and governed by him, and conſider 
how wonderfully: their bodies are fitted for the 
elements in which they live, and the uſes for 
which they are deſigned, and how he directs 
and excites them to 1 che food and ſhelter 


that is moſt ſuitable to their natures, and ne- 
eeſſary for theit comfortable ſubſiſtance; they 


may be: encouraged : thereby to caſt all their 
cares upon him, and expect that he will fit 
and qualify them for the duties which be 


tao the: ſtations and relations in whick he hath 
placed them; 'and direct den to ſuch employ- 
| | ments 


the SUMMER. 73 


ments and ways of life, as will be moſt for 
their intereſt and advantape. | 
The Lord, who beautifies the thoths ati 
briars with pleaſant flowers, which give honey 
to the'bee; and paſture to the ſheep who feed 
upon them, 'can'make the thorns and briars of 
afffiction, Which grow plentifully in the wilder 
neſs of this world, to produce the pleaſant and 
peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, which are 
ſweet and very profitable to the ſheep of his 
paſture: The crown of thorns which was 
on the head of the great and good Shepherd. 
Feſts Chriſt, hath made the thorns of worldly 
eroſſes and troubles to be medicinal to the 
ſouls of thoſe who hear his voice, and follow 
him: and when I ſee ſome creatures taking 
ſnelter, and building their neſts among thorns, 
and "obſerve: others feeding on the flowers 
which grow upon them, I ſhould call to re- 
membrance the ſhelter and ſpiritual nouriſh · 
ment which ſincere Chriſtians find in the erofs 
of Cbriſt, and how they 
of it with great delight, and find its fruit ſweet 
unt their taſte. ' O that paſtors, to whom 
_ Chriſt hath committed the care of his 725 
would lead their flocks to this pleaſant, fa 


and rich paſture, in which they would find 


_ is meat indeed; and drink indeed (Fob 

), and ma they imiratce their Mate the 

K den herd in lobe and tenderneſs, and in 

— Re and care towards thoſe Aer ow 
8 with his own blood. — ty 
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The concern which ſhepherds uſually diſ- 
cover about the flocks committed to their 


care, is very commendable. They not only 
withdraw from company, and deny themſelves 
diverſions and recreations which are the de- 
light of many of the children of men; but 
they alſo expoſe themſelves to ſcorching heats 
and nipping colds, that they may keep their 
flocks where they will have proper paſture; 
and prevent their going aſtray, or being ſtolen 
by thieves, or deſtroyed by ravenous beaſts. 
And when I obſerve ſhepherds doing theſe 


* 


thi it may put me in remembrance of what 
aalen of the Goſpel. (who in the Holy Scrip- 
tures: are frequently compared to ſhepherds) 
owe unto thoſe over whom the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made them overſeers (Acts xx. 28.), and 
for whom he hath commanded them to watch, 
as they who muſt give account, Heb. xiii. 19. 
Their charge is of infinitely more importance 
than that of ſhepherds or herdſmen who have 
oxen. or flocks. of ſheep- committed to their 
care: for they have the care of the ſauls of 
their brethren, or fellow - men, who are of great 
value, and in great danger, and to whom their 
heavenly. Father and Maſter hath ſhewn the 
greateſt affection. He hath commanded. them 
to feed the flock which he hath purchaſed; with 
his own blood (As xx. 28.), and promiſed to 
give unto thoſe who are faithful and diligent 
in that buſineſs, a crown of glory that will 
never fade away. He hath alſo informed 2 
1 | 0 
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of the danger in which the fouls uf men are of 
being ſeduced and ruined by the ſubtilty and 
malice of Satan, the depraviry of their natures, 
the darkneſs af their underſtanding, wad che 
are excited to watchfulneſs and care about their 
ſheep, on account of their aptneſs do wander 
and go aſtray, and of .: danger they are in 
from thieves and ravenous beafts, miniſters of 
the Goſpel have the utmoſt reaſon to de ſoli- 
citous and concerned about the ſheep of God 
ure, who are committed to their care,” and 
ould not grudge to deny themſelves way 
worldly pleaſure or recreation, or to undergo 
any reproach, toil, or hardſhip, that they may 
bring them to Chriſt the Saviour, and be means 
of building them up in knowledge, holineſs, 
and comfort. O that the Lord would main- 
tain upon my mind ſuch a ſenſe of theſe things 
as would induce me to be faithful, zealous, 
and diligent, in the miniſterial work to which 
he hath called me: and as he takes to himſelf 
the character of a good Shepherd, who knows 
his ſheep ſo particularly as to call them by 
name (Jobn x. 14.), and feeds them in good 
paſtures beſide the ſtill waters (P/al. xxiii. 2.), 
carrying the lambs in his boſom, and gently 
leading thoſe who are with young (Ia. xl. 1 1.), 
may he be pleaſed to act the part of a ſhep- 
herd towards thoſe I have the charge and 
overſight of. O that he would lead them in 
paths of righteouſneſs, and feed on with 
Al know- 
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k and un | ! May he ſeck 
— is Joſt, . — driven 
away, ſtrengthen the weak, bind up the broken, 
heal the ſick, and keep every one of them by 
his almighty power through faith unto ſalva- 
tion; that in the day wherein every one muſt 
ive account of himſelf, and in which it will 
ſaid unto me, Where is the flock that 

« was given thee ?” (Fer. xiii. 20.) I may pre- 
ſent them before him with exceeding joy, and 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing them. put among 
thoſe whom he begat of his own will by the 


MEDITATIONS 


IN THE 


SUMMER, 


In TIME or DROUGHT. 
00000000000000000900000- 


Deep to the root 
Of vegetation parch'd, the cleaving fields 
And ſlippery lawn an arid hue diſcloſe. 
— — Diſtreſsful nature pants 1 
The very ſtreams look languid from afar. 


Tuouson“ 's Seaſons. 


E me now adore and reverence - the 
ſovereignty, Juſtice, .and power, of al- 
mighty God, who hath ſhut up. the heavens, 
and ta ſtayed them from giving rain or dew, and 
hath 4110 dried up the rivers, turned water- 
ſprings into dry ground, and a fruitful land 
into barrenneſs, for the wickedneſs of them who 
dwell therein. He hath ; called for a drought 
upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and 
upon the new wine, and upon the oil, and 
upon men, and upon cattle“ (Hag. 4. 11. Js 
1 | | an 


28 MzDitatiovs 7 Sars. 4 
and in obedience to his command, the ſun is 
now ſcorching with exceſſive heat thoſe crea- 
tyres who uſe to he cheared with his refreſh» 
ing beamy, and is, burning up the grab and 
herbs, and other fruits, which the earth under 
his benign influences brought forth lately for 
the uſe of man. The Lord is thereby calling 
unto nen to conlider their ways, by which 
they Have procured theſe things unto them- 
ſelves, and to remember that the continuance 
of their earthly comforts. and enjoyments de- 
pends on his pleaſure, and that he can make 
the creatures who are moſt ufeful and fervices 
able to them, and from whom they expect 
much happineſs, to- afflict and chaſtize. them 
when they rebel againſt him. Proofs: of this 
are daily exhibited to them in the courſe of 
providence and as there are too who 
do not confider theſe things, nor regard the 
calls which God gives them, by his word and 
ſervants, to return to him from whom th 
have revolted; he is therefore ſometimes pleaſ; 
to deal wich men as Abſalom did with 
when his repeated invitations could not 
cure from him the viſit which he deſired. 
As he commanded” his ſervants to ſer on fire 
a field of batley which belonged to 

(2 Sam. xiv. 30.) rightly judging that fuch 
an actien would make Joa come quick! 
to him, to aſk the reaſon of it; fo the L 
having frequently and in vain called to men to 
come to him in a way of duty, and „ 
. | is 
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and may not have cauſe to complain, as he did 
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his ſervice, hath commanded the fun not only 
to burn up their barley and corn, but alſo the 
ures and trees, and that which the ground 
vght forth, that they may thereby be made 
ſenſible that they have offended him, and be 
excited to enquire into the cauſes of his con- 
tending with them. O that they would hear 
the voice of his rod, and © humble themſelves, 
« and-pray, and ſeek his face, and turn from 
« their wicked ways, that he may forgive their 
« ſins, and heal their land“ (2 Chron. vii. 14.) 


of the ancient 1/f-aelites, that he had with- 


holden the rain from them, &c. and yet they 


had not returned unto him. Amos i iv. 7, 8 ver. 
Humiliation, faſting, and er, are duties 


which are now very ſeaſonable, and what men 


are” expreſly called to in ſuch a ſeaſon as the 
preſent one is; and the ſucceſs which fervent 
prayers have had in ſuch circumſtances, ſnould 
Excite all the inhabitants of the land to ſancti- 
ſy a faſt; and cry unto the Lord, James v. 44 
1ſt and ad chap. of Joel. He only can gi 

rain, and withour his permiſſion and appoint 
ment the- heavens A give thoſe 

pected from Fd when they are 


which are ex 


covered over with clouds that e the 


light, and ſeem to be burdened with the wa- 
ters of which are vehicles or carriers. 
To Him therefore men ſhould ditect their 
prayers, for the ſhowers of rain that would 
water and refreſh the earth; for though there 
. b G are 
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are none of the vanities. of the heathen that 
can cauſe rain (Fer. xiv. 22.), yet the Lord, 
who is the Father of the rain, and Begetter of 
the drops of dew (Fob xxxyni. 28.) can give 
both the former and latter rain in his ſeaſon, 
Joel ii. 23. 
When the land mourneth, and che beaſts 
n, and the herds of cattle are perplexed, 
pom: they have no paſture (Joel 72 14, 18.) 
it is very proper that men mourn for their 
ſins, which. have ſubjected them, and the in- 
ferior creatures, to many judgments and- cala- 
mities: but, alas | there is little godly ſorrow 
among them; and when the Lord is calling 
them to weeping and mourning, behold jo 
and gladneſs, &c. La. xxii. 12, 13. 0 Line, 
pity, ignorant and fooliſh men and when 


« thy. judgments are abroad in the earth, n 
6 Ss inhabitants, of it learn righteouſneſs,” . 


The caſe of their fouls, from whom. the 
influences of divine grace are, with-held, - is 
more diſmal than the caſe, of the chopt and 
2 . ground. As the duſt MES: into 
ardneſs, and the clods cleave faſt together, 
when the Lord ſtays the bottles of You ay ſo 
the hearts off che children of men grow harder 
than the adamant, or nether mill-ſtone; when 
divine influences are with-held from them. 
Neither God's word, nor providences, can then 
make a ſuitable impreſſion upon them, and 
any good thing that was, in them withers and 
* The ordinances, of religion do Hon 
Nn | tnen 


the dry ground. „ e 
10 
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then afford them that pleaſure and refreſnment 
they once did; and when they come to them, 
they meet with ſuch a diſappointment as What 
is mentioned Jer. xix. 3, where the [Prophets 
tells that in time of a great drought; ſome wd 
were ſent to ſeek water, and came to the pit 
where they expected it, found none, and xea 
turned aſhamed and confounded; with theit 
heads covered, and their veſſels empty. 
The Lord uſually viſits the ſouls who! thirſh 
for him with ſuch. influences of his gracę, as 
make them revive like the corn when watered with 
a ſeaſonable ſhower: but as frequent ſhowers 
are neceſſary to preſerve the fruits of the earth 
from withering, ſo renewed influences of grace 
are neceſſary, to preſerve the good dij 10203 
[ 


that are in the hearts of God's people; 


they are like tender plants or flowers, which 
are much ſooner blaſted and withered than 
weeds which are the natural and ſpontaneous 
er of the earth. O Lord, refreſh 
une heritage with a plentiful rain, or: effuſion 
of the graces of thy Spirit, (Pal. Ixviii. 9.) 
come down upon their ſouls like rain upon the 
mown. graſs, as ſhowers that water the earth 
e 6.) ; and when the poor ang. needy 
k water, and there is none, and their tongues 


fail for thirſt; do Thou hear them, and ac- 


cording to thy promiſe (La. xlix. 3.) pour wa: 
ter upon him that is thirſty, and floods upon 
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The change which the preſent drought hath 
made on the face of the earth, may the 
iftability" of earthly comforts, and how ſoon 
we Lord can make the joy which ariſes from 
mem to wither away from the children of 
men. It is not long ſince the fields had a very 
ſmiling aſpect, and the little hills rejoiced on 
fide: but now, when the heaven is ſtayed 
from dew, and the earth from giving her fruit, 
the places which were lately as the garden of 
Eden, are become like a deſolate wilderneſs. 
Such changes may happen to all ſublunary 
things, and the comforts which are the delight 
of the children of men, may very ſoon be 
blaſted, and made like the gourd which the Pro- 
et Jonah rejoiced in, and which came up in 
à night, and periſhed in a night. (Jonab iv. 10.) 
Rivers of earthly pleaſures are not like thoſe 
Which are at God's right hand, and which flow 
2 — wet but are ſoon, and ſometimes un- 
dly, dried up: I may know ſomething 
of this by experience; for I have had com- 
forts, under whoſe ſbadow had great de- 
light, and they have been unto me like waters 
that fail, and have withered away like the graſs. 
What Job ſays of his friends (Job vi. 13, &c.), 
may be applied to thoſe earthliy things, from 
which men expect much comfort: they are 
like ſtreams of brooks, which when they wax 
warm vaniſh, and when it is hot are confumed 
out of their place, At lome times they m—_—_ 
u 
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125 
Faltof/corifort; Ike brooks that are full of 
water in the winter ſeaſon, and then men are 
2 19 * magine that they will neyer fail, but 

AL wean: help to them in time of 
need : oc when the time of need comes, they 
| away like the waters of a brook in the 
heat of ſummer; and they who expected much 
comfort, and, ſatisfaction from them, are no 
leſs pointed than the ttoops of Tems and 
Sheba were, when they came to the brooks in 
which they had feen and ſtill expected water, 
bur font that they had vaniſnhed, and were 
dried up. Job vi. 19, 20. It may however 
afford comfort to God's ſervants, under all their 
loſſes and diſappointments, to rtnember that 
the ſame Lord who © turneth rivers intò a wil- 
<< derneſs, and water-ſprings into dry ground,” 


can. * turn th wilderneſs into a ſtand! 184 


ter; and dry gtound into water -f 

Pſul. eee 24, 26 ver. ver. 8 can re ng. 
verdure o ' wither 'graſs, and- the Fruits 
which the locuſts, kr et and caterpil- 
lar Rad devoufed (Joel ii. 25:), ſo He can re- 
ſtore or make up the comforts which fickneſs, 
death, 5 Ether diſpenfation' of rovidenet, 
Wen them, 104 can blefs their latter 

more han cheir ONT. ITY xlii. 12. 
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And ſpreads a common feaſt for all that . 55 


Tenn. 


AYE time of Harveſt i is 2 a ſeaſon i in which 
the wiſdom, goodneſs, and power of the 
Supreme Governor of the world are evidently 
Sitlayed. He then ripens the fruits and ve- 
getables, which the earth by his appointment 
brought forth in the ſpring and ſummer months, 
| and far isfies the deſires of innumerable crea- 
— 8 who wait on him for food (B/ civ..27.), 
and are maintained by his bounty, and ſuſtained 
at his charge.” | 
As men are greatly intereſted in the good- 
neſs or badneſs of the harveſt ſeaſon, it uſually 
engroſſes much of their thoughts and converſa- 
tion; and therefore the things which relate to 
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it, are very fitly mentioned in the holy Scrip- 
tures, as emblems of ſome ſpiritual and divine 
things, which chriſtians ought always to re- 
member, and yet are very apt to forget. While 
they live in this world, they are encompaſſed 
with objects of ſenſe, and in great hazard of 
forgetting things that are ſpiritually diſcerned s 
and as it is both their duty and intereſt to look 
more to ſpiritual and eternal things, which are 
not ſeen with bodily eyes, than to the things 
which are temporal and are ſeen; (2 Cor. iv. 
18.), their divine Lord and Maſter: Jeſus Chriſt, 
hath commanded them to be ſpiritually mind- 
ed, and to lead their thoughts from the earthly 
and temporal things, which they ſee and are 
employed about, to the inviſible and eternal 
things which are more worthy of their attention 
and concern. In order to engage them to do 
this, He hath conveyed many of the uſeful 
inſtructions which are recorded in his word, 
by parables or ſimilitudes taken from things 
which are of moſt general uſe among men, and 
Which they need or have occaßon to ſee and 
ſpeak of at all times, and in every place. 
Their food and raiment, their houſes and 
fields, are mentioned by Chriſt as emblems of 

ſpiritual things; and ſo are the ſeveral ſeaſons 
of the year, and the objects and works which 
are peculiar to them. They are all mentioned 
as emblems of ſpiritual things; and it would 


be no ſmall advantage to men, if they would 


conſider them as ſuch when they are preſented 
18 | G 3 to 
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to their view; and if, hen they are labouring 
for the meat that periſheth, and gathering in 
the ſummer and harveſt: fruits, they were ga · 
thering from them that knowledge and inſtrur. 
tion which would be as food to their precious 
and immortal ſouls. Such an exerciſe as this 
would not only be comely and right, but like - 
wiſe profitable and pleaſant. It would be no 
hinderance to the harveſt. work, and would 
contribute very much to ſupport the poor da- 
bourers under the toil and hardſhips of it, 
and give them a more refined and durable 
than that which they frequently have in harveſt. 
BER 577 mit aon nen D651-403 baus 2 
The joy of the reapers in harveſt is men- 
tioned as remarkably great (Ha. ix g, but 
it is not always what it ſhould be; fer too 
often it may ſaid of their“ laughter, it is nad 
* and of their mirth, what doeth it? cel. ii. 
2. Their chearfulneſs does not always proceed 
from a ſenſe of God's goodneſs; and is ſome- 
times very different from that joyfulneſt and 
gladneſsc of heart With which He deſires men 
to ſerve him, for the frumful : ſeafons: and 
abundance of all things which he affords them 
Deut. Xvi. 4% There ib fooliſh and ſinful 
mirth, which aſlienates che heart from God and 
divine things z occaſions much fooliſn talking 
and jeſting, which is not convenient (Epl. v. 
40, and 'tranfports thoſe who indulge it into 
indecencies, Which are à reproach to their 
reaſon and religion; and it ig to be lamented 
77 | . B33 that 
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that this kind of mirth is by far too common 
in harveſt- time. O Lord, e ther fins; 
which are committed againſt Thee in this ſea- 
ſon; of the year, by ignorant and ungratefub 
men; and may thy! goodneſs, which is how 
paſſing before them, lead them to repentance; 
and: ſtir them up to praiſe and obey Thee, 
who makes'the earth to yield her increaſe, and 
reſerves for them the appointed weeks of har- 
veſt. O ſhed abroad thy love and fear in theit” 
hearts, and make them ſpiritually miqded;” 
which is life and peace. Set a watch alſo be- 
fore their mouth, and keep the door of their 
lips, that they offend not with their tongue; 
and may their communication be good, and 
for the uſe of edify ing... 
When I look on the fields, which are grow- 
ing white unto harveſt, and ſee the graſs and 
corn, which were lately green and full of ſap, 
become dry and withered, hanging down the 
head, and cut down by thoſe to whom they 
belong; and who ſowed and kept them with 
great care; it may bring to my remembrance 
the fading and decaying. nature of earthly 
things, particularly of the bodies of men. 
All fleſh is graſs, and they who are now health- 
ful and ſtrong, and have their breaſts filled 
with milk, and their bones moiſtened with mar- 
row, will ſhortly fade and decay; their ruddi- 
neſs will change into paleneſs, and their ſtrength 
into weakneſs; and they will ſtoop, and hang 
down the head (like corn when fully ripe), and 
A115 G 4 give 
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give up the ghoſt. The Lord, ho formed 
and animated the bodies of men, and who pre- 
ſerves them in life while he has ufe for them 
on this earth, will cut them down with the 
fickle of death, when his pu and deſigns: 
are fulfilled by them. He will then ſay, Re- 
«turn, ye children of men” (Pſ. xc. 3.); and 
ww ſoon as that awful command goes forth, 
the duſt will return to the earth as it was, 
F and the ſpitit unto God who gave ix. Eccleſ. 
Xii. | 7. O that they whoſe bodies have loſt 
their vigour and ſtrength, and are become like 
corn white unto harveſt, may be made ripe uy 
grace, and meet for glory; that. When their 
days ate cut off, and their age is departed, 
they may not, like withered: branches, be caſt 
into the fire, but may be kept by Him, in 
whaſe ſight the death of his ENS is wy yuuy 
nen er 5 

No that the harveſt 3 is 5 the 
corn both good and bad is cutting down, and 
green ſtalks which are not come ta maturity 
are no more ſpared than thoſe that are fully 
ripe: This is a lively emblem of the different 
age and circumſtances of thoſe who fall by the 
ſtroke of death. Some are preſer ve from that 
inexorable enemy till they be old and grey- 
headed, and are not gathered to their fathers 
till they have ſerved their generation, and are 
ripe in grace, and full of years. Gen. xxv. 8. 
Ads xi. 36. But many others are cut off in 


infancy and childhogd, and removed from on 
car 
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earth before they were capable of being uſeful 
or ſerviceable in it. Some die in their full 
vigour and ſtrength, and at the time when 
they were moſt uſeful. to their friends and 
families, and to the ſociety of which they were 
members; and what is {till more to be lament- 
ed, there are many cut off by death when they 
are very unprepared for it; and are deprived 
of life when they have done little or nothing 
to the buſineſs for which it was given them. 
There is an appointed time allowed men to 
live in this world, and their days in it are as 
the days of an hireling; and when they have 
as hirelings fulfilled their days, their Lord and 
Maſter will ſwear that their time ſhall be no 
more, and will cut them off from all further 
opportunities of improving in grace, or doing 
to themſelves or others in the earth, 
hough they be young, and unprepared for 
another world, and ſhould weep, and; make 
ſupplication to be ſpared till their affairs be 
put in order, and they have rectified what was 
amiſs, and perfected what was lacking in their 
work; and though their prayers and tears 
ſhould be accompanied with purpoſes and pro- 
miſes of arpendment of life, and with the in- 
terceſſion of miniſters and friends in their be- 
half; their Almighty Sayereign will not alter 
his purpoſe concerning them, but will pluck 
up what he planted, and break down the ta- 
bernacles which he built up, when they have 
ſtood their appointed time. As the graſs and 
| corn 
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corn cannot reſiſt the hand which -cats' them 
down, and do not improve in ripeneſs after 
the ſickle has laid them on the ground; ſo 
none of the children of men can reſiſt the will 
of God their Maker, nor hinder him from 
taking away their breath, and reducing their 
bodies to duſt, when he pleaſes; and if their 
fouls be not ſanctified and meet for heaven, 
when death diſlodges them from their bodies, 
they will not be made ready for it afterwards; 
for as they who are holy at that time will be 
holy ſtill, ſo they who are then filthy and un- 
righteous will remain ſo ſtill, and the wrath 
God, which is the wages of ſin, will always 
abide' upon them. O that men would re- 
member this, and be careful in the day of 
their merciful viſitation, to cultivate the ſeed 
of God's word which they have received, and 
to have any good work that was begun in 
them thereby, carried on unto perfection. 
It gives much pleaſure to ſincere chriſtians 
when they not only find the ſeeds of grace 
and virtue in their hearts, but obſerve them 
nipening to a harveſt of joy; and it great] 
increaſes their pleaſure, when they fee the ap- 

rances of theſe. things in others as well as 
m themſelves. IT £72 £111 Hen: 
When the Lord Feſus Cbriſt obſerved the 
good diſpoſitions of ſome who were about 
him, he rejoiced in ſpirit, and expreſſed on 
that occafion, a pleaſure and delight not in- 
ferior to that which is found by thoſe who are 


impatient ' 
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impatient for the harveſt, when they ſee the 
tokens, of it's near approach beginning to aps 
pear. Say ye aot (ſaid Jeſus, John w. g.) 
e there are yet four months, and then cumeth 
* harveſt? behold, I fay unto you, lift up 
{+ your eyes, and look on the fields, for they 
are white already to barveſt; and. he that 
<« reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit 
* unto life eternal,” Winning or convertin 
ſouls was a work which he had much at heart, 
and therefore he rgjoictd when he ſaw an op- 
portunity of going about it with ſucceſs; and 
as there were yet but few who aſſiſted him in 
that great work, by preaching the glorious 
goſpel, he deſired his hearers. to pray that 
others might be qualified and ſent forth 
labour with him in the ſpiritual harveſt 
gathering ſouls. The harveſt truly is plen- 
** teous {ſaid he. Matt. ix. 37.), but the a+ 
e bourers are few; ptay.ye therefore the Lord 
* of the harveſt, that he will ſend forth la- 
* bourers into his harveſt.” . He ſpoke of the 
work which -tclates to the ſalvation of men, 
under the metaphar of harveſt-work; and oom - 
red the time in which that great work ſhould 
done, to the harveſt ſeaſon; and, no doubt, 
there was ground for the campariſon. Salva- 
tion - work is important and neceſſary, like har- 
yeſt- work; and the time in which it ſhould 
de done, has ſome reſemblance to the harveſt 
ſeaſon. As harveſt is a very pleaſant: and 
agreeable ſcaſon, fo is the time in which men, 
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enjoy the means of grace, and have an oppor- 
tunity of ſecuring t wy 6 — of their ſouls; 
It muſt be very An to thoſe whoſe ſpi. 
ritual ſenſes are duly exerciſed, to be where 
the light of the Goſpel ſhines, and where the 
3 ſound of the glad tidings, which it pub- 
liches, is heard, P/al. Ixxxix. O how pleaſant 
is it to ſee the precious fruits which grow upon 
the tree of life, and to obſerve how fitly Chrift 
is compared to a corn of wheat which falleth 
to the ground, and dieth, and brings forth 
much fruit. (Fobz xii. 24.) The glorious fruits 
of Cbriſt's death are exhibited to men by the 
Goſpel, and they are thereby called to fit down 
under his ſhadow, - and take and eat theſe 
pleaſant and precious fruits r de perv and 
without pride. 
The longing ſoul is invited to aut itſelf 
with that which is good, and to delight itſelf 
in fatneſs (Ja. Iv.); and they who are weary 
aid; heavy laden, are deſired to come and 
take reſtMatt. xi. 28. cy *? 
Liberty is here offered to el the oil of 
Joy to mourners, and the garments of praiſe to 
thoſe who have a n of heavineſs. * Ixi. 7 
vers: 14:46 4 
The guilty may now obtain pardon, and 
os who are poor, blind, and naked, in a ſpi- 
ritual ſenſe, may have what will enrich and 
adorn their ſouls, and remove blindneſs and 
every other malady from them. Rev. iii. 18. 
* xxii. 17. Well therefore, may che time 
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in which the Goſpel and means of grace are 
enjoyed, be called a pleaſant and precious 
ſeaſon, and they who are favoured with it may 


rejoice in God's gagdneſs, and ſay, the lines 
« have fallen to us in pleaſant places: bleſſed 
10 are the eyes which ſee what we ſee, and the 
<«< ears that hear what we hear.“ It ſhould 
however be remembred, that this pleaſant and 
very precious ſeaſon is ſhort and limited, like 
the harveſt, and therefore is ſpoken of in the 
word of God as a day which is not of long con- 
tinuance, and ſoon paſſes away. It may, and 
very probably will be over, as to many, before 
this preſent harveſt be at an end; and there- 
fore ſlothfulneſs in that important and neceſ- 
ſary buſineſs which ſhould be then done, is 
more unſeemly, fooliſh, and dangerous, than 
idleneſs or indolence in harveſt- time. Men 
ſhould be careful to lay up in ſtore a good 
foundation for the time to come (1 Tim. vi. 19.) 
and embrace every opportunity of providing 
what would make their eternal ſtate happy 
and comfortable. If they neglect to do that, 
they act more fooliſhly than becomes men, 
and may juſtly be upbraided in the words of 
Solomon (Prov. vi. 6, &c.) „Go to the ant, 
thou ſluggard ; conſider her ways, and be 
** wiſe :- which; having no guide, overſeer, nor 
5 xulex, provideth her meat in the ſummer, 
and gathereth her food in the harveſt.“ 
Lord, preſerve me and my fellowrmen 
rom, negligence and -flothfulneſs 210: our ſpi- 
NON ritual 
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ritual buſineſs; and 
about it, be always ſuitable to the importance 


of it. Since Thou haſt taught us more than 
the beaſts of the earth, and made us wiſer 
than the fowls/of heaven, do not ſuffer” us to 
act as if we were inferior to them in wiſdom 
anct underſtanding.” O endow us with the wiſ- 
dom that is from above, that the things which 
relate to a future and eternal ſtate may be the 
ekef objects of our concern, and we may 
make a right "improvement of the opporxu- 
nities we now. have of lay ing up treaſure in 
heaven, and of e rich in faith and gpod 
| works. 1 W 19519 10 £201 
- Huſbandmen- are now attending their 111 
bourers, and are workers together with them. 
They are anxious to have that beceſſary work 
they. are employed about, and wich their 
hearts are fot upon, done well, and in due time 
and as they know that their preſence will ex! 
cite theit ſervants to diligence, they attend 
them very-cloſely, and thereby keep ſome at 
work, who would be ready to neglecti it, if the 
eyes of their maſter! were not upon them. 0 
that they Who are overawed by the preſence ef 
airearchly maſter, would remember that their 
Maſter: in- heaven'is always preſent with them: 

that he beſets them behind and before, ſees 
their thoughts] bears their words; and is well 
acquainted with allitheir ways: and may a ſenſe 
of this reſtrain them from thoſe finful thoughts 

2 actions, which are, alas toe com 
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mon, and no leſs offenſive to a holy God; than 
idleneſs would = 0. him who hired” and over: 
ſees them. 

It is 3 i coovdking: to maſte}s' ts 
ſee their ſervants neglecting or miſmanagi 
their work, and ſhewing ſuch oe gn 
inſolence as not to be awed by their 
nor regard or obey their orders: but ſurely it 
may be more provoking td God, when men, 
who are his creatures, and who are ſent int 
this world; as his hirelings and labourers, neg- 
lect the work which he commands them 00 do, 
and in his fight and preſence commit ſin which 
his ſoul hates, and which he ſtraitly ch 
them to abſtain from. As He hath a bettet 
title to the ſervice of his creatures, than men 
have to the ſervice of thoſe who eng — 
ſerve — 45 ; and as the work He petits 
his ſervants is very juſt and ref viroar and 
likewiſe very important and ' neceſſary, and 
what his honour and glory are much concerned 
in, He cannot but be much diſpleaſed at thoſe 
who neglect it, or go about it in a careleſs and 
ſuperficlal manner. Though He may beat 
With ſuch for a while, and keep ſilence, yet 
He vill ſhortly ſpeak to them in his wrath; and 
ſay to them as in the xliid of Jaiab, ver. 14. 
have long time holden my peace, I have 
« been ſtill, and refrained myſelt; now will 
*-cry_like a travailing woman, I will deſtroy 
4 and. devour at once.” O that they who for- 
get God, and who live as if He did not ſee not 
OTE regard 
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regard what is done upon the earth, would 
conſider. this, and be afraid to provoke Him 
by neglecting or being Nothful 1 K the worn 
He. bas given them to do. 
The omniſcience Lads 0 God 
are perfections of his nature which. may be 
very terrible to "Qothful and wicked ſervants, 
but may yield much comfort. to thoſe, who 
lincerely defire to pleaſe Him, and are grieyed 
on account of their failings and infirmities, 
The Lord, who takes pleafure in uprightneſs, 
bebolds the upright with a pleaſant, counte- 
nance, and will be always ready to help and 
uphold them, and give them direction, com- 
fort, and protection- He knows their works, 
and charity, and ſervice, and faith and pa: 
tience (Reb. ii. 19.), and is not unrighteous to 
forget their work, and labour of love. None 
of his ſervants ſhall have reaſon to complain 
that their labour is loſt; for He is not like 
thoſe who keep back the hire of the labourers 
who reap down their corn- fields, and who uſe 
their neighbours ſervices without wages, giving 
them nothing for their work. Jam. v. 9. Jer. 
xxii. 13. Far be it from God to do fuch 
wickedneſs, . He that, reapeth in his harveſt, 
receiveth wages and gathereth fruit unto eter- 
nal life. Jobm iv. 36. His ſervants ſhall not 
only reap eternal happineſs, when their work 
in this world 1 is finiſnhed, but will be rewarded 
on 110 earth with peace of conſcience, Joy, in 
the oy Ghoſt, and other tokens of the divine 
eker favour, 
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favour, which are infinitely better than thou- 
ſands of gold and ſilver. 

A ſerious conſideration of theſe things would 
do much to remove the unwillingneſs which 
men naturally have to ſerve God in the buſineſs 
of religion; and would diſpoſe them to be 


very active and diligent in that great work. 


They are uſually determined in their choice of 
a maſter by the goodneſs of his character. 


the agreeableneſs of his ſervice, the greatneſs 


of his wages, and the certainty of receiving 
what he promiſeth. Theſe things, eſpecially 
when accompanied with a proſpect of having 


agreeable: fellow-ſervants, are great induce- 


ments to any ſervice, and they all concur to 
engage men to the ſervice of the Lord. He 
is the beſt of maſters; and his ſervice the beſt 
and ' moſt defirable ſervice, being not only 
reaſonable and honourable, but likewiſe very 
profitable, The reward which He promiſes to 
his ſervants is unſpeakably great, and includes 
in it bleſſings which reſpect the life that now 
is, and that which is to come: and nothing as 
more certain than the accompliſhment of his 
promiſes, and that He © will give grace and 
* glory, and with-hold no good thing from 
* them who walk uprightly.” P/ul. Ixxxiv. 11. 
A due attention to theſe truths would contri- 
bute very much to remove or ſubdue the 
averſeneſs which many have to the important 
and neceſſary duties which they are required 
by the „ to perform. 
H Men 
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Men are uſually much influenced by hopes 
of gain and advantage, and are induced thereby 
to do what 1s attended with danger or difficulty, 
and which they were once very unwilling to 
undertake. Ir is probable that many who are 
now ſweating and tolling at harveſt work, un- 
dertook that laborious buſineſs with a view of 
reaping gain or advantage by it; and as they 
are encouraged to perſevere in that hard and 
difficult work by reflecting on the ſatisfaction 
and advantage they will have when it is finiſhed; 
may not they who profeſs to be Chriſtians, be 
aſhamed to neglect or be ſlothful in performing 
the work which their heavenly Father hath 
preſcribed them, and on the right performance 
of which their peace, comfort, and everlaſtin 
happineſs do depend. Surely they who do 5 
may be called fooliſh and ſottiſh children, who 
have no underſtanding. (Fer. iv. 22.) who are 
wiſe to do evil, but to do good have no know- 
ledge. O how fooliſh and ſottiſn is it to be 
more taken up about the meat that periſheth, 
than about the meat which endureth to ever- 
laſting life; and to be influenced more by the 
proſpect of a little worldly gain, than by the 
promiſe of eternal life, which God, who can- 
not lie, hath promiſed to all who believe and 
obey him! Such a conduct is unworthy of 
men, and much more of Chriſtians. May the 
Lord preſerve them from it, and incline and 
enable them to exerciſe themſelves unto god- 
lineſs, and to be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, 
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always abounding in his work, that their labour 

may not be in vain. 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
Indeed, the work or ſervice to which the 
Lord calls his ſervants, is not altogether free 
of difficulty; and it is not a little reſolution, 
watchfulneſs, and activity, that will ſuffice to 
do it well. It cannot be rightly done till the 
heart be diſengaged from the ſinful luſts which 
naturally cleave to it; and the old man, which 
is corrupt, be put off with his deeds: And 
therefore, as the labourers in harveſt put off 
the cloaths that would incumber or hinder 
them in their work; ſo Chriſtians, and eſpe- 
cially miniſters, who are labourers in God's 
harveſt, ſhould lay aſide every weight, and the 
fin that doth moſt eaſily beſet them, and gird 
up the loins of their mind, that they may with 
the utmoſt vigour and reſolution apply them- 
ſelves to the mortification of ſin, and the im- 
provement of grace in their heart, and to fill 
up every ſtation and relation in which they are 
3 with proper duty. A buſineſs of this 
ind, it muſt be acknowledged, is very diſ- 
agreeable to fleſh and blood; and expoſes thoſe 
who apply to it, to the hatred, reproaches, and 
ridicule of wicked men. But theſe things ſhould 
not hinder Chriſtians from doing what is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to their happineſs; and will 
not be ſufficient to excuſe them for neglecting 
or giving over the ſervice of their heavenly 
Maſter. As they were plainly told what He 
required them to do, and that the world would 
AA hate 
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hate and perſecute them for doing it; their 
drawing back from their engagements to ſerve 
and obey Him, would be more ſhameful and 
diſhoneſt, than it would be for a labourer in 
harveſt to leave his work, when he found any 
hardſhip or difficulty in it. An honeſt and 
faithful ſervant will be ſo far from giving over 
a neceſſary work when difficulties occur in it, 
that he will rather be rouzed thereby to greater 
carefulneſs and activity about it; and therefore 
ſince the work which Chriſtians have to do is 
of the utmoſt importance and neceſſity, they 
ſnould endeavour to break through and over- 
come the difficulties they meet with in it, and 
anſwer every temptation to a neglect of duty 
in the words of Nehemiah (Neb. vi. 2.) „I am 
« doing a great work; why ſhould the work 
„ ceaſe, while I leave it, &c.* The God whom 
they ſerve is the beſt of maſters, who knows 
the frame of his ſervants, and never lays more 
upon them than they are able to bear. He is 
always ready to ſtrengthen and help them; and 
though they may fall, they ſhall not be utterly 
caſt down, for He will uphold them with his 
hand, Pſal. xxxvii. 24. He never did, nor 
ever will require any thing of his fervants, but 
what is juſt and equal; and as he can enable 
them to do what he requires, they may with 
confidence plead, and even hope for his aſſiſt- 
ance, They ſhould therefore be of good cou- 
rage, and not be afraid nor diſmayed ; but lift 
up the hands that hang down, and ſtrengthen 
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the feeble knees, Heb. xii. 12. 


neſs ſome have been made ſtrong (Heb. xi. 34.), 


and performed duties, and reſiſted temptations, 
which to men of a fearful heart appear invin- 
cible and impracticable. It is ſtill ſo with 
fincere Chriſtians : for though without Chrit 
they can do nothing (Jobn xv. 5.) ; yet through 
Him ſtrengthening them they can do all things. 
Phil. iv. 13. g ; 
Think upon theſe things, O my ſoul, and 
be encouraged thereby to endure hardneſs as a 
good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt (2 Tim. ii. 3.), and 
ſo imitate his Holy Apoſtles, who were ſo far 
from being deterred and hindered from his 
work by the troubles and difficulties that at- 
tended it, that they even gloried and took 
Pleaſure in the reproaches, perſecutions, and 
diſtreſſes which they underwent for his name's- 
ſake. 2 Cor. xii. 10. 

It is for the honour of God, and the credit 
of his ſervice, that his ſervants be chearful as 
well as diligent in his work: for ſince it is 
honourable and glorious, and will be rewarded 
with eternal life, it would be very unſeemly to 
go about it grudgingly, and be always fretful 
and diſcontented at it. They ſhould rather 
rejoice evermore, and utter the memory of 
their maſter's goodneſs, and ſing of his right- 
eouſneſs; that they may thereby encourage one 
another while they are bearing the burden and 
heat of the day: for in due time they will 
reap, if they faint not. Gal. vi. 9. They 
H 3 ſhould 
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ſhould bear one another's burdens, and by 
their inſtructions, exhortations, and example, 
excite and encourage one another to continue 
diligent in their Maſter's work till they have 
nifhed it, and the ſun of their life go down. 
It is not uncommon for men who are en- 
gaged in the ſame buſineſs, to encourage one 
another to perſiſt and hold on in it: and it is well 
known that the diligence and chearfulneſs with 
| which faithful ſervants perform their work, 1s 
| of great uſe in exciting thoſe who. are about 
them to imitate their example. | 
There is uſually an emulation among ſer- 
vants, which makes them exert themſelves to 
excel, at leaſt to be equal with their fellow- 
ſervants, that they may eſcape the cenſures and 
reproaches of thoſe who obſerve them, and be 
entitled to the favour and approbation of their 
maſter. Something of this may be ſeen amon 
reapers in the harveſt ſeaſon: O that there 
were ſuch a commendable emulation among 
the ſervants of God; and that every one were 
ſtriving to excel in faith, patience, charity, 
and every good work; and to be followers of 
them who through faith and patience are in- 
heriting the promiſes. They ſhould conſider 
and exhort one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works, (Heb. x. 24.) and endea- 
vour to prevent thoſe fears which would make 
them to be weary, and faint in their minds. 
Heb. xii. 3. Joſbua and Caleb were at much 
pains to animate the 1/raelites, when they were 5 
| Intimi- 
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intimidated by the account they had got of the 
many great and walled cities that were in the 
land of Canaan, and that the inhabitants of it 
were far ſuperior to them both in ſtature and 
ſtrength. They intreated their countrymen not 
to be afraid of the Canaanites, nor entertain 
any thoughts of returning to Egypt, as ſome 
of them propoſed; and aſſured them, that as 
the Lord was with them, they were well able 
to take poſſeſſion of that good land which was 
promiſed to their fathers, and to overcome 
and diſpoſſeſs the preſent inhabitants of it. 
Numb. xiv. And as the Lord not only com- 
mended, but greatly rewarded theſe good men 
for their laudable endeavours to excite their 
timorous neighbours and friends to a reſolute 
performance of their duty, Chriſtians may be 
encouraged thereby to do what they can to 
perſuade their fellow- men to fight the good 
fight of faith, and “ be ſtrong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might.” Eph. vi. 10. 
A ſcarcity of labourers in the harveſt ſeaſon 
occaſions much ſorrow and regret, eſpeciall 
to thoſe who are immediate ſufferers by it. It 
is very affecting to ſee a plentiful crop in 
hazard of being loſt by want of workmen to 
gather it in: and how much more affecting 
ſhould it be to Chriſtians, to obſerve many 
who are capable of eternal happineſs, in ha- 
zard of loſing it, for want of ſome to- ſhew 
them the way to it? A ſpiritual harveſt, or 
opportunity of winning ſouls, is truly plen- 
12 beg | —_ teous 
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teous (Matt. ix. 37.); and as that precious 
ſeaſon is paſſing away, and many are in hazard 
of being eternally loſt through ignorance, im- 
penitence, and unbehef, it ſhould, and -cer- 


tainly will be the prayer of all good men, that 


the Lord of this ſpiritual harveſt, even Jesvs, 
the king and head of his church, would fend 
forth many faithful labourers into it, and direct, 
ſtrengthen, and encourage thoſe who are now 
employed in it. Their work is truly great; 
who is ſufficient for it? May the Lord ſtrengthen 
and help them, and be a worker together with 


them, that his pleaſure may proſper in their 


hand; and their miniſtrations may be made 
effectual for convincing and converting ſinners, 


and building up ſaints in holineſs and comfort. 


It may be ſaid of many, what Cbriſt Jeſus 
once ſaid of the Jecus, viz. that they can diſcern 
the face of the ſky, but do not diſcern the 
ſigns of the times; Matt. xvi. 3. There are 
prognoſtics or ſigns of approaching ſtorms, 
which are well known to thoſe who are much 


in the fields, and they occaſion no ſmall care- 
fulneſs, anxicty, and fear, when they are ob- 


ſerved in the harveſt-time. As ſtorms in that 
ſeaſon: endanger the fruits of the earth, they 


very ſoon alarm men, and become the ſubject 
of their converſation; and the moſt indolent 


are rouzed thereby to do what they can to 
provide againſt them. It is to be wiſhed that 
they who are much alarmed at the appearance 
of what endangers their corn or earthly 2 

; h orts, 
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forts, were as much affected by the ſigns and 


prognoſtics of ſpiritual judgments : but, alas! 
it is far otherwiſe. It may be ſaid of many, 
that having ears they hear not, and eyes they 
ſee not; for they do not perceive the moſt 
evident tokens and preſages of the ſtorms of 
divine wrath, by which they are in hazard of 
being deprived of what is better than corn or 
wine, and of being viſited with a famine of the 
word of God, which is worſe than a famine of 
bread, or thirſt of water. The Lord's hand 
is frequently lifted up againſt thoſe who do not 


ſee it: and though the fury of his anger ſets 


them on fire round about, they know it not: 
yea, though it burneth them, they lay it not 
to heart. 72 xxvi. 11. Ja. xlii. 25. They do 
not look upon the ſins which abound amon 

them, as ſigns of their being in danger of has 
judgments, which ſuch fins have frequently 
brought upon others; but are ſo blind and 
fooliſh, as to think that they may go on in 


them, and yet have peace and ſafety. And 


when the Lord makes ſome drops of his wrath | 
to fall upon their perſons and families, as fore- 
runners of that horrible tempeſt which will be 
rained upon them, if they repent not, they ſtill 
continue fearleſs, and do not lay theſe things 
to heart. They do not obſerve the hand that 
ſmites them; but impute the calamities which 
befall them either to chance, or to perſons 
who may more properly be called the inſtry- 
ments, than the authors of the troubles wheres 

| they 
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they complain. O Lord, pity and awaken 
ignorant and inconſiderate men: ſhew them 

e terrors of thy wrath, to which they have 
expoſed themſelves, that being moved with 
the fear of thy judgments, they may prepare 
an ark for the ſaving of their ſouls, and fly for 
refuge to the hope ſet before them in the 
Goſpel. When thou haſt whetted thy glitter- 
ing ſword, and bent thy bow, and made it 
ready, and ſhooteſt the arrows of thy wrath 
among the inhabitants of the earth, may they 
learn righteouſneſs, and gather themſelves to- 
gether to implore thy mercy, before the decree 
bring forth, before the day paſs as the chaff, 
before thy fierce anger come upon them, 


Pſal. vii. 12. Zepb. ii. 1, 2. 


The care and anxiety which many now diſ- 
Eover to preſerve what they have been labour- 
ing for through the year, ſhould put Chriſtians 
in mind to look to themſelves, that they loſe 


not the things which they have wrought. 


(2 John 8.) While they are in the field of 
this world, they are in hazard of being ſhaken 


with ſtorms of troubles and temptations, and 


falling from the meaſures of grace and ſpi- 
Titual comforts to which they had once attained. 
Many, who as to outward appearance have 


been long in the ways of religion, and gone 


far in them, have yet fallen in an hour of 
remptation, and made ſhipwreck of faith and 
a good conſcience (Matt. xiii. 21. 1 Tim. i. 19.): 
and therefore all who are called Chriſtians, 
Sh ſhould 
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top 
fhould be very careful to hold faſt not only. 
their profeſſion, but likewiſe their integrity, 
faith, hope, patience, and every other good 
thing that is in them, that they may not loſe 
what they ſhould eſteem as their glory and 
crown. | 

Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould in a particular 
manner look to themſelves; and be very careful 
of the ſouls committed to their care, who are 
entitled to their utmoſt attention on account of 
their intrinſick worth and value, and the immi- 
nent danger wherein they are. The Lord com- 
pares them to corn, even to wheat, which is 
reckoned the beſt kind of corn; and if ſervants 
are careful of the corn which belongs to their 
earthly maſters, and deny themſelves eaſe and 
diverſions they love, in order to do what is 
- needful about it; how much more ſhould the 
ſervants of the living God be careful of thoſe 
whom he not only calls his whear, and the 
corn of his floor, but alſo his delight. Matt. 
Iii. 12. Iſa. Ixii. 4. Ha. xxiv. 10. 
The Apoſtle Paul exhorted Timothy, in the 
moſt earneſt manner, to be careful of what was 
committed to him. © O Timothy, (ſaid he, 
1 Tim. vi. 20.) © keep that which is committed 
„ to thy truſt.” The exhortation reſpects 
every particular miniſter of the Goſpel, whom 
the Lord calls as by name and firname, to 
take heed to the flock over which he hath 
made them overleers, and do what they can 

| | do 
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to key them in the way of truth and right- 
eouſneſs, and prevent their falling into errors 
and fins which would prove the ruin. It 
would, no doubt, make miniſters very happy, 
if, at giving up their account to God, they 
could ſay as Chriſt did (Fohn xvii. 12.), that 
they kept thoſe whom He gave them, and that 
none of them are loſt: but it is to be feared 
that few if any miniſters will have the plea- 


ſure of making ſo agreeable a report; and that 


ſome of thoſe for whom they laboured and 
prayed both night and day, will be found 
among thoſe who rejected the counſel of God 
ainſt themſelves, and are irrecoverably loſt. 
The moſt careful and induſtrious huſband- 
man may loſe part of his corn by ſtorms of 
wind and rain, and other accidents which: he 
could not prevent ; and though ſuch loſſes will 
occaſion ſome grief and uneaſineſs, yet they 
do not vex and trouble him ſo much as they 
would have done if they Had been occaſioned 
by his own indolence or miſmanagement. In 


like manner, though miniſters of the Goſpel 
cannot fail to be grieved when any of their 


flock go aſtray, and are in hazard of being 


loſt, yet if that was not occaſioned by any 
negligence or fault of theirs, they have not ſo 


much reaſon to be diſquieted, as unfaithful 
watchmen, who by their erroneous doctrines, 
or unholy lives, made many to ſtumble at 
the law, and were the occaſion of their 
ruin. 
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Ia. xlix. 3. Ezek. iii. . As xx. 

265 2 
T 722 ſleep of a labouring man is ſweet, a8 
Solomon obſerves (Zecleſ. v. 12. ), and therefore 
it is no wonder that the labourers in harveſt 
deſire the ſhado ws“ of the evening, that they 
may reſt from their labours, and refreſh their 
wearied bodies with ſleep. They who are 
faithful and diligent labourers in God's harveſt, 
have likewiſe reaſon to deſire and long for the 
time when they will fall aſleep in Zefis, and 
enjoy that reſt which he promiſeth to his ſer- 
vants when their labours on this earth are 
accompliſhed. They will then enter into a 
greater joy than that which men uſually have 
in the end of harveſt, and their Lord and 
Maſter will approve , of their diligence and 
fidelity, in the firongeſt and moſt ſatisfying 
manner—* He will rejoice over them with Joy: 
„he will reſt in his love, he will joy over 
them with ſinging.” Zepb. iii. 17. They 
will be brought into his palace with gladneſs 
and rejoicing, and fit down with Abraham, 
2 and Jacob, and other ſaints, who thro? 
ith and patience inherited the promiſes. In- 
ſtead of the feaſting, muſic, and dancing, 
with which reapers are uſually entertained 
when the harveſt is over, they will be ſatisfied 
with the pleaſures which flow at God's right 
hand, and will join with an innumerable com- 
pany 'of angels, and glorified ſaints, in ſinging 


praiſes 
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praiſes to God, who fits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb that was ſlain. 

O Lord, maintain upon my mind ſuch a 
ſenſe of theſe things, as will have a ſuitable 


| influence upon my heart and life; and as thou 


doſt ripen every vegetable, and bring the 
fruits of the earth to maturity, do thou ripen 
every grace and good diſpoſition in me, that I 
may come to my grave in a full age, as a 


| ſhock of corn cometh in, in his ſeaſon: 


Joi v. 26. Amen. 


MEDI- 
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Ye foreſts bend, ye harveſts wave to Him; 

Breathe your ſtill ſong into the reaper's heart, 

As home he goes beneath the joyous moon. 
Tnousox's Hymn. 


T was an ordinance in Jrael, that a ſolemn 

feaſt ſhould be kept to the Lord in the 
beginning of harveſt, and another in the end 
of it. The firſt of theſe was called the Feaſt 
of Harveſt, in which they were to offer a free- 
will offering to God of the firſt fruits of their 
labour in the field, according as the Lord their 
God had bleſſed them: and in the other feaſt, 
which was called the Feaſt of Ingathering, and 
which was to be obſerved in the end of the 
year, when they had gathered in the fruits of 
their labour, they were commanded to re- 
joice before the Lord, they and their ſons, 
and their daughters, their men-ſervants and 
their maid-ſervants, and the Levite, and the 
ſtranger, and the fatherleſs and widow, that 
were among them. Exod. xxili. 16. Lev. xxiii. 
Deut. xvi. 

Though Chriſtians are not required to keep 
the feaſts of harveſt and ingathering in the 


ſame 


* 


ſame way that the Jews were commanded to 


tirely upon the pleaſure and appointment of 


| reign and wiſe Governor of the world is pleaſed 
to prepare the ground for receiving ſeed for 


the hand of every man (Fob xxxvii. 7.), and 
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obſerve them; yet, ſurely, praiſe is comely ac 
ſuch ſeaſons : and it well becomes men of every 
rank and denomination to offer unto God 
thankſgiving when they are receiving the fruits 
of his bounty and liberality, and to praife him 
who makes the earth to yield her increaſe, 
and crowns the year with his goodneſs. 

The fruitfulneſs of the earth depends en- 


God; and if he ſhould turn it into barrenneſs, 
as he could eaſily do, the creatures who live 

1 it would die, and return unto duſt : - but 
he knows their frame, and manifeſts his wiſ- 
dom, goodneſs, and power, in providing for 
their returning wants, and making the earth, 
year after. year, to bring forth graſs for cattle, 
and corn and fruit for the uſe of man. When 
it has continued barren and unfruitful through 
ſome months in the winter-ſeaſon, and the 
fruits and ſtores of the preceding year begin 
to fail, and be exhauſted, the almighty Sove- 


another crop, and endows it with a ſurprizing 
faculty of multiplying the ſeed that is ſown in 
it. He looſes the winter-froſts which ſeat up 


by lengthening the day, gives them an oppor- 
runity of doing what is needful to bring forth 
fruit from the earth. He alſo makes his ſun 
to ſhine, and by his warming and reviving in- 
$7708. | fluences, 
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fluences, draws up the juices. of trees and 


lants, which the coldneſs of the winter - ſeaſon 

d forced down into their roots. By theſe 
means the paſtures of the wilderneſs are made 
to ſpring, the tree beareth her fruit, and the 
yallies are covered with corn; and when the 
heat of the ſummer hath ſufficiently ripened 
the yarious fruits produced by the earth, the 
Lord {gives the appointed weeks of harveſt, 
and commands the rain and wind that they 
deſtroy not what he hath provided for his 


creatures, nor hinder them from gathering into 
their ſtorchouſes and barns what he allows for 
their ſubſiſtence, -< Lord, what is man, that 


* Thou art thus mindful of him! May the 


< people praiſe Thee, O God, may all the 


« people praiſe Thee: then ſhall the earth 


yield her increaſe, and God, even our own 


God, ſhall bleſs us.” P/al. Ixvii. 5, 6, 
Though the harveſt be uſually a joyful ſea- 


ſon, yet ſometimes it hath been turned into a 
ſeaſon of mourning, wherein men have cried 
for ſorrow of heart, and howled for vexation 


of ſpirit, lamenting that the gladneſs and joy 
which they had formerly ſeen in the fields and 


Vineyards had ceaſed, and that the ſhoutin, 
and ſinging for the ſummer fruits and harveſt 
had fallen. I/. xvi. 9. xvii. 11. Fer. xil. 11,13. 


They who carried much ſeed to the field, and 
expected to- reap much, have ſometimes ga- 


thered little, and had reaſon to complain that 
they had ſown their ſeed in vain; and they 


who 
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who have planted vineyards, and dreſſed them, 
have neither taſted the wine, nor gathered the 
grapes thereof. The Lord hath fometimes 
fla d the earth from yielding fruit, and turned 
a früitful land into barrenneſs, for the wicked 
neſs of them who dwell therein. P/al. cvii. 34. 
At other times he hath "deſtroyed the fruits 
which the earth brought forth, by blaſting and 
mildew, by locuſts and caterpillars, or by blow- 


ing upon them with ſtormy” winds. Foe! i. 4. 


Amos iv. 9. Hapgai ii. 17. He hath alfo, on 
ſome occafions, deprived men of the joy of 
harveſt, by allowing their enemies to invade 
their land, and eat up, or deſtroy the fruits of 


- the earth, for which they had laboured, and 


Which they and their ſons and daughters ex- 
peed to have eaten. He frequently puniſhed 
the 1/aelites this way, when they offended him, 
and thertby fulfilled what he had threarned by 


his fervant Mofes (Lev. xxvi. and chap. xxviii. 


of Deut.): but he hath not dealt fo with the 


— 


people in the land wherein I live, though we be 


a ſinful nation, and a ſeed of evil-doets. He 
makes his ſun to ſhine not only on the Juſt, but 
alſo on the unjuſt, and gives fruitful ſeaſons to 
them who do not bring forth the fruits of 
righteouſneſs and holineſs which might de ex- 
pected from them, but are like ſome pieces of 


ground I may now ſee, which have been often 


rained upon, and carefully tilled, manureg, and 
ſown, and yet remain barren and unfruitful. 
The Lord hath been ſeeking fruit of them for 

| many 


many years, 


in AV TUMN, 115 


and found none. O that they 
may not be like the miry places and marſhes 
that ſhall: not be healed, but be given to ſalt. 
Eztk.' xdvii. 11. Merciful Father, pity and 
help them, and do not ſay concerning them, 
5 — no fruit grow upon you henceforward 
© forever.” O do not cut them down in their 
barrenneſs, but ſpare them another year; and 
as men are now thinking how to improve the 
waſte and barren places of their fields, and 
make them more fruitful in an enſuing ſeaſon, 
than they have been in this, may thy miniſters, 
whom — haſt appointed to be dreſſers of 
thy vineyard, be diligent and ſucceſsful in the 
uſe of all proper means to make thoſe to whom 
they miniſter, fruitful in good works, Luke 
xii. 8. Joel ii. 17. It is but a ſhort time that 
men have to remain on this earth; and as they 
are now ſtripping the fields of the fruits which 
lately adorned them, God will ſhortly ſtrip 
them of their bodies, and of the gifts and en- 
joyments which diſtinguiſh them on this earth, 
and make them appear great in the eyes of 
thoſe who look no farther than temporal things. 
In a little time their ſouls will be required 
of them, and their breath will depart from 
their bodies; and they who once ſtood up- 
right like the palm-tree, will be laid low even 
to the ground, like graſs when cut down by 
the mower. Their breathleſs bodies will then 
become ſenſeleſs and inactive; and tho' they 
ny be permitted to lie for a while in the 
* I 2 houles 
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houſes or places where they died (as corn that 
is cut down lies a while in the field where it 
grew), yet they will ſoon be removed from 
them, and the places that once knew: them, 
will know them no more. Their ſurviving 


relations will bury them our of their ſight, and 


in a little time they will be no more remem- 
bered in the places where they lived, than if 
they had never been: for as Solomon obſerves, 
that which now is, in the days to come ſhall 
all be forgotten.” Eccleſ. ii. 16. 

Talking about the quality of the preſent 
crop, wilf ſhortly ceaſe, and the goodneſs or 
badneſs of the following one, will be as much 
the ſubject of converſation as the preſent one 
now is. In like manner, when the men of this 
generation ſhall be removed from this world, 
a people who are not yet born will repleniſh 
the earth, and be the ſubject of converſation, 
and poſſeſſors of earthly things, as the living 
now are. 

It may be ſaid of many of the preſent inha- 
bitants of the earth, that they are like trees 
planted in a good foil, which take root, grow 
and bring forth fruit; and perhaps “ their in- 
* ward thought is, that they will never be 
* moved, and that their houſes ſhall continue 
« for ever, and their dwelling- places to all ge- 
„ nerations“ (Fer. xii. 2. Pſal. xlix. 11.): but 
they know not the thoughts of the Lord, nor 
how ſoon he will iſſue ſuch orders concerning 
_ as he did about the tree in Nebuchad- 

nezzar's 
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nezzar's viſion, which was ſtrong and high, 
whoſe leaves were fair, and whoſe fruit was 
much. Hew it down (ſaid he), and cut off 
t his branches; ſhake off his leaves, and ſcatter 
&* his fruit.” Dax. iv. 14. It is paſt doubt 
that the Lord can diſpoſe of his creatures as 
he pleaſes, and may make all the good things 
he gave them to paſs away and forſake them. 
The gifts and worldly poſſeſſions which adorn 
and enrich thoſe who enjoy them (as leaves 
and fruit do the trees on which they grow) 
are expoſed to accidents and ſtorms of afflic- 
tion, by the blaſt of which they may quickly 
periſh. When the Lord commands theſe ſtorms 
to ariſe, and blow upon them, they fall from 
the poſſeſſors of them like untimely figs which 


a fig-tree caſteth when it is ſhaken by a mighty 


wind. There are daily inſtances of men bein 

cut down, or having the leaves and branches 
of their worldly enjoyments taken very ſud- 
denly and unexpectedly from them: and tho? 
ſome may eſcape thoſe ſudden accidents and 
calamities which have deprived others of their 
earthly comforts, and brought them to an un- 
timely end; yet certain it is, that they will 
all fade as a leaf, and drop from the ſtage of 
this world like the dry and withered leaves 
which are now falling from the trees. The 
leaves which are now dry and withered, were 
not long ago beautiful and uſeful, and many 
of them were high above thoſe who are now 


trampling upon them : and in a little time, the 
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bodies of thoſe who are now living, even of 
thoſe who are moſt beautiful and 2 and 
who are in the moſt high and eminent ſtations, 
will fade and fall; their pomp will be brought 
down to the grave, and the worms will devour 
them; for (to allude to what is ſaid 1/a. xxvi. 
5, 6.) the Lord will bring down them who 
dwell on high, he will lay them low, even to 
the ground, and bring them to the duſt; and 
the . ſhall tread them down, even the feet 
of the poor, and the ſteps of the needy, 

What I have now occaſion to ſee, may bring 
to my remembrance theſe certain and affecting 
truths. O that I may make a right improve- 
ment of them. The time of my life is far 
7 pid and is now on the decline: my body is 

ecaying, and, if it be not ſhortly cut down, 
will become like a withered leaf which hath 
loft its beauty and uſefulneſs, and falls from 
the tree without being regretted. O Lord, be 
my ſtrength, and my portion: and if Thou 
ſpare me to old age, caſt me not off in the 
time of it, nor forſake me when my ſtrength 
faileth ; but as the outward man decays, may 
the inward man be renewed day by day. O 
that TI may bring forth fruits of righteouſneſs 
even in old age; and when my appointed time 
in this world is finiſhed, and I ſhall bow the 
head and give up the ghoſt, may my ſoul 
aſcend to thoſe happy regions, where the trees 
of righteouſneſs, the planting of the Lord, will 
always be as green olives, whoſe leaf will not 
3 | fade, 
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wt and whoſe fruit will not conſume. Ezek. 
Vii. 12. 

When the Prophet Micah was lamenting the 
degeneracy of the age in which he lived; and 
the ſcarcity af good men in the land where he 
dwelt, he ſaid. Woe is me, for I am as when 
* they have gathered the ſummer fruits, as the 
** grape-gleanings of the vintage; there is no 
* cluſter to eat,” Micab vii. 1. 

The time was, and perhaps he had ſeen it, 
when the righteous flouriſhed ; and were, on 
account af their numbers and uſefulneſs in the 
church of God, as cluſters of grapes, and af- 
farded more pleaſure and refreſhment to thoſe 
who were about them, than is found by eating 
the firſt-ripe fruit; but he lived to ſee things 
change very much for the worſe, ahd obſerved 
a very great decay of religion among thoſe 
who were once called “ the righteous nation,” 
Va. xxvi. 2. Many who once ſhone as lights 
had diſappeared, and their places were filled by 
others who were ſo far from being examples 
of piety, uprightneſs, and charity, that they 


* beſt of them was as a briar, and the moſt 
* upright among them was ſharper than a 
* thorn-hedge.” Mic. vii. 3, 4. 

It would, no doubt, be diſagreeable to a 
good man, to live in ſuch a time or place as 
the Prophet there deſcribes; and yet it hath 
been the lot of many good men to be in cir- 
cumſtances very * to theſe, Noah lived 
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at a time when the wickedneſs of man was 


very great, and all fleſh had corrupted their 


way. Gen. vi. 12. Lot lived in a place wherein 
there were not ten righteous perſons (Gen. xvii. 
32.), and in which he was vexed' from day to 
day with the filthy converſation of his wicked 
and ungodly neighbours. 2 Pet. ii. And there 
was ſuch a ſcarcity of good men in the days of 
David, Elijah, and Feremiah, that it was more 
difficult to find a righteous: perſon, than to 
find fruit in a garden when autumn is over. 
Elijah imagined that he was the only one of 
God's ſervants who remained in the country 
where he dwelt; which made him ſo uneaſy, 
that he requeſted for himſelf that he might 
die, and ſaid, It is enough now, O Lord, 
© take away my life, for I am not better than 
my fathers.” 1 Kings xix. 4. And how 
much David, Jeremiah, and other ſervants of 
God were diſcouraged by the wickedneſs that 
abounded in their day; and by having few. or 
none to join with them in the cauſe of truth, 
and of virtue and piety, appears from the com- 
Plaints they made, and which are recorded in 
different places of the Holy Scriptures. Eſal. 
xil. 1, 2. CXX. 5. Fer. ix. 2. The want of good 
company makes a place, which is in itſelf 
pleaſant, to be very diſmal and diſagreeable. 
As a garden hath a very diſagreeable look or 
appearance when it is ſtript of the fruits and 
flowers which. once enriched and adorned it, 
ſo any place will appear diſmal and diſagreeable 
| tO 
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to good men, when they are ſeparated from 
their godly friends and acquaintances; and re- 
flect, that many with whom they once lived, 
and who excelled in uſefulneſs, have, like fruit 
when fully ripe, fallen off, and been carried to 
a place of ſafety; while they, like gleanings, 
or unripe fruit, are left expoſed to ſtorms of 
trouble and reproach, and are overlooked and 
diſregarded like gleaning- grapes that are left 
in the top of the uppermoſt bough, or in the 
utmoſt fruitful branches. 1/a. xvu. 6. | 

It is no wonder that they are diſcouraged, 
when in ſuch a ſituation, and that they deſire 


to depart from a world in which they have 


continual ſorrow, and are as a ſpeckled bird 
that hath all the birds againſt her. Jer. x11. 9. 
But they ſhould not ſorrow as if they had no 
hope; for the Lord will comfort his people, 
and have mercy on his afflicted. Ja. xlix. 13. 
He knoweth them that are his (2 Tim. ii. 19.), 
and takes particular notice of them who dwell 
where Satan's ſeat is, and yet hold faſt his 
name, and do not deny his faith. Rev. ii. 13. 
He will ſend from heaven, and ſave them from 
the reproach of thoſe who would ſwallow them 
up, and whoſe teeth are ſpears and arrows, 
and their tongue a ſharp ſword (P/al. Ivil. 3, 4.): 
and when he hath ſerved his purpoſes by them 
in this world, he will receive them unto him- 
ſelf, and hide them in his pavilion, in the ſe- 
cret of his tabernacle. P/al. xxvii. 5. 
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The harveſt-feaſon is compared to the end 
of the world (Matt. xiii. 39.), © when the ſtars 
« of heaven, and all their hoſts will fall down 
« as the leaf falleth from the vine, and as a 
falling fig from the fig-tree.” Ja. xxxiv. 4. 
That awful and interefting event ſhould be 
frequently and ſeriouſly thought upon by 
Chriſtians; and ſeveral things occur in the 
harveſt- ſeaſon which may bring it to remem- 
brance. The fruits of the earth are then fully 
ripe, and ready to be gathered in : and at the 
end of the world all the inhabitants of it will 
either be ripe in grace, or in ſin, and ready 
for the places appointed for them. The godly 


part of the world will then be ripe in grace, 


and ready for glory; and the wicked will be 
ripe in ſin, and fit fuel for the fire of God's 
wrath. The meaſure of their wickedneſs will 
at that time be full, and it will be ſaid, as to 
them, Put ye in the ſickle, for the harveſt 
« js ripe, for the preſs is full, the fats over- 
« flow, for their wickedneſs is great.” Joel iii. 
13. Rev. xiv. 15. 

In harveſt, men reap the fruit of their la- 
bours, and their induſtry in ſeed-time is diſ- 
covered and rewarded : and ſo it will be at the 
end of the world, when every one will receive 
according to his works. They who ſowed in 
righteouſneſs, and laboured for the meat that 
endureth to everlaſting life, ſhall then have re- 
joicing according to the joy of harveſt; my 
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ey ſowed to the Spirit, they ſhall of the Spi- 
or life everlaſting. ge ry 8, But — 
who were flothful, and neglected their ſalva- 
tion-work, ſhall (like the ſluggard, who would 
not plow by reaſon of cold) beg and have no- 
thing. Malt. xxv. 11, 12. They ſhall have no 

of the happineſs that is enjoyed in the 
— ſtate; and when they pray for it, and 
cry, Lord, Lord, open to us,” their prayers 
will not be regarded, and the Lord will fay 
unto them, ** Depart from me; I know you 
(0 not.“ 

As the righteous, at the end of the world, 
will have more pleaſure than an induſtrious 
man finds upon ſeeing the fruit of his labour 
in a plentiful harveſt; ſo they who neglected 
their ſalvation- work and buſineſs, ſhall at that 
time feel a more painful ſname and remorſe 
than that which ſlothful and indolent perſons 
may have in harveſt, when the effects of their 
indolence correct and upbraid them. O Lord, 
preſerve me from that indolence, the fruit of 
which is ſhame and ſorrow; and help me to 
improve my time in ſuch a manner, that my 


review of it at death, and my account of it 


after death, may be with joy, and not with 
grief, through Chriſt the Redeemer. Amen. 

The goodneſs of almighty God is no leſs 
evident in the harveſt-ſeaſon, than the induſtry 
of the huſbandman; for it is owing to his un- 
bounded goodneſs, that men are endowed with 
ſkill to manure and till the ground, that their 


induſtry 
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induſtry is crowned with ſucceſs, and that the 
ſeed ſown by them 1s not loſt by ſome of the 
many accidents to which it is expoſed. This 
may bring to my remembrance, that the re- 
wards which are to be beſtowed upon righteous 
perſons at the laſt day; will not only be ſigns 
or evidences of the faith, charity, and other 
good diſpoſitions with which they were en- 
— but will alſo manifeſt the goodneſs of 
their Lord and Maſter, in ſo liberally reward- 
ing what he wrought in them, or enabled them 
to perform. Theſe will then be brought forth 
with ſhoutings, and crying“ Grace, grace.“ 
Zechar. iv. 7. 
The work which the holy angels will be 
employed about at the end of the world, is 
very fitly compared (Matt. xii. 39.) to the 
work of reapers in harveſt; for as the reapers 
then gather up, and carry from the field the 
corns which were a little before cut down, ſo 
the angels will gather together the ſaints whoſe 
bodies death had laid in the duſt, and having 
lifted them up from the field of this world, 
will carry them to the place in which they will 
abide for ever. Thoſe miniſtring ſpirits will 
do this work with more care, and to greater 
perfection, than reapers do the work which is 
aſſigned them in harveſt; for none, no not 
the leaſt or meaneſt of the aint committed to 
their charge, will be loſt, or left in the priſon 
of the grave. The Lord knoweth them who 
are his, and will give commandment a 
eir 
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their bones, and ſcattered duſt: He will give 
orders to gather his lambs together (P/. I. 5.), 
and preſent before him the heirs of his glory, 
whom he redeemed out of every kindred and 
tongue, and, people and nation; and no ſooner 
will thoſe orders go forth, than they will be 
obeyed by innumerable ſpirits who excel in 
ſtrength, and hearken to the voice of God's 
word. As they rejoiced at the converſion of 
his elect, and did them many kind offices when 
they were living on the earth, ſo they will re- 
Joice with joy unſpeakable, when they are ſent 
to bring them to the palace of their heavenly 
Father, and they will conduct them to it ai: 


more pleaſure than men have when bringing 


home the fruit of their labour, O what joy 
will be in heaven in that day, when all the 
children of God ſhall be brought ſafely to it! 
I may be put in mind of this by the joy which 
I ſee among men when their corns are gathered 
from the fields, and brought ſafely home. It 
is no ſmall ſatisfaction to the owners of them, 
when they ſee them ſafe in their barn- yard, and 
ſecured in ſuch a way as affords them ground 
to hope that the wild beaſts of the field will 
not devour them, nor the winter ſtorms ſpoil 
or deſtroy them. The reapers rejoice with their 
maſters on ſuch an occaſion, becauſe: a labo- 
rious and important work is then finiſhed, and 
they receive the wages promiſed them for their 
work, But though the joy which men uſually 
have in the end of harvelt is very great, it is 

* | yet 


* - * 


* 


an 


* 
— ——ẽ́—: ß ᷑ꝗ ̃ꝙ— — — 
_ * . * = - = - 


e 1 
T - —_— . -1 — 


126 MrDiTATIONS 


yet much inferior to that which will be in 
n, when the whole ele& of God, being 
from the four winds, ſhall be 
to, and put in poſſeſſion of, thoſe bliſsful man · 
fons, which were prepared for them in the 
divine counſels, from the foundation of the 
world. The glorious Redeemer will then ſee 
the fruit of the travail of his ſoul, and be ſa · 
tisfied. He will receive with the greateſt joy 
thoſe whom he purchaſed with vw own blood, 
and will hide them in his tabernacle, ſo as no 
ſtorms of trouble or temptations ſhall hurt or 
annoy them : and his ſervants, who were em- 
oyed in watching over the objects of his 
ove, and gathering them to him, will rejoice 


with a joy greater than the joy of harveſt. 


They will then ſee the fruit of their labours, 
and they who ſowed, and they who reaped, 
will rejoice eternally together. 

The ſeaſons wherein men rejoice together on 
this earth are very ſhort and uncertain; for 
their circumſtances here are ſtill changing; and 
they who are now rejoicing with their friends, 
may very ſoon be weeping for the loſs of 
them, and faying, as Fob once did, Oh that 
J were as in months paſt, when the candle 
of the Lord ſhined upon my head ;—as 1 
* was in the days of my youth, when the 
* Almighty was yet with me, and my children 
« were about me.” Fob xxix. 2, &c. 
Many of the pleaſures which are enjoyed in 
the days of youth, or in the — of proſpe- 

rity, 


_— 


COP T_T. 


* 2 


w 


dergone ſuch changes in their circumſtances, 


in Au Tu MN. 27 


rity, ate not to be found in the winter of af+ 
flict ion, or autumn of old age; and they who 
are ſpared till that time of life, will probably 
ſee days in which they will find no pleaſure. 
When old men ſurvive many of their dear 
relations and acquaintances, and are deprived 
of the comfort which aroſe from their com- 
pany and counſel, their ſympathy and kind- 
neſs, the world hath not that pleaſant aſpect to 
them which it formerly had, but is in their 
eyes as the fields in the end of harveft, when 
they are ſtript of the flowers and fruits which 
lately adorned them. ä 
O how great and affecting are the changes 
which a ſhort time makes upon perſons, fami- 
hes, cities, and nations, in this world! The 
at change which a few months have made 


on the face of the earth, is an emblem of theſe, 


and may bring the melancholy truth to my 
remembrance. I have ſeen ſome in great 
power, and fpreading themſelves like a-green 
bay- tree; yet they have paſſed away, and lo, 
they are not; and though 1 ſhould ſeek them, 
they would not be found. Many who once 
inhabited the houſes, and frequented the places, 
where I have ſometimes occaſion to be, are not 
to be found in them now ; but, like the corn 


that was lately in the fields, have been cut 


down, and removed from the places which 


they once filled and perhaps adorned; and 


'others, who yet remain on the earth, have un- 


that 


1228 MrpiTaArTIONS 


that they can hardly be known, and are become 
like trees I may now ſee, which have loſt their 
verdure, and are entirely ſtript of the leaves, 
bloſſoms, and fruits wherewith they were lately 
beautified and adorned, The Lord, who bleſſed 
them, and made their family to increaſe, hath 
again diminiſhed them, and brought them low 
through oppreſſion, affliction, and ſorrow. Pſal. 
cvii. 39. Ruth i. 5, 20, 21. Job i. 19. He 
hath alſo made very affecting changes on cities 
and nations; and after increaſing and enlarging 
them, he hath ſtraitned and deſtroyed them 
again. Job x11. 23. He hath made cities deſo- 
late and ſolitary, which were once full of people 
(Lam. i. 1.), and ſtretched the line of deſtruc- 
tion and confuſion upon them (Ja. xxxiv. 11.): 
their towers have been made deſolate, and 
their ſtreets waſte (Zepb. iii. 6.): thorns come 
up in their places, and nettles and brambles in 
their fortreſſes: wild beaſts of the field lie 
there, and their houſes and pleaſant palaces 
are full of doleful creatures. 1/a. xiii. 22, 23. 
Zeph. ii. 14. I ſhould frequently think on theſe 
and many other inſtances of the inſtability of 
earthly comforts and enjoyments, and of the 
entire dependance which all perſons and things 
have upon God, the wiſe and ſupreme Gover- 
nor of the univerſe. When I obſerve that 
places much reſorted to in the ſummer-ſeaſon, 


are deſerted or very little frequented when ſum- 


mer is paſt, and the harveſt ended; and when 
I at the ſame time ſee herds of cattle ſtraying 
over 
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over fields where no foot of beaſt was per- 


mitted to tread a few months ago; I ſhould be 


led thereby to remember, that the Lord, who 
chapgeth the times and the ſeaſons, can change 
the condition and circumſtances of his creatures, 
and turn their proſperity into adverſity, and 
their adverſity into proſperity as he pleaſes; 


and that they are fools and without excuſe who 


truſt in their wealth, and boaſt in the multi- 
tude of their riches, and ſay in their proſperity 
that they ſhall never be moved. P/al. xxx. 6. 
The return of every autumn may put men 
in remembrance that here is no continuing city 
or comfort; and ſhould raiſe their eſteem of 
God, who is the ſame to-day that he was 
yeſterday, and will continue to be ſo for ever 
and ever. He hath promiſed to beſtow upon 
his faithful ſervants a happineſs which will not 
fade and fail like graſs or corn and other pro- 
ductions of the earth; but will be ſatisfying 
and abiding, and may, on account of its purity, 
fulneſs, and permanency, be called a River of 
Life, clear as chryſtal, whoſe waters will never 
fail, but flow for evermore. Rev. xxii. 1. 
P/al. xvi. 11. 

O that this God may be my God for ever 
and. ever, and may be my guide even unto 
death ! P/al. xlviii. 14. Amen. | 
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In winter awful Thou! with clouds and ſtorms 
Around Thee thrown, tempeſt o'er tempeſt roll'd 

Majeſtic darkneſs! on the whirlwind's wing, 

Riding ſublime, Thou bidſt the world adore. 


Tnousox's Hrux. 


HE Almighty God, whoſe counſel ftands 

faſt for ever, hath declared, that “ while 

« the earth remaineth, ſeed-time and harveſt, 
*« cold and heat, and ſummer and winter, ſhall 
c not ceaſe,” but continue to ſucceed one 
another in their appointed ſeaſons. Gen. viii. 22. 
This is eſtabliſhed by a decree which ſhall not 
paſs (P/al. cxlviii. 16.); and therefore it is 
that when ſeed-time and ſummer are paſt, and 
harveſt is ended, the winter 1s come, and ſnow, 
hoary froſt, and ice, fulfil God's word. 
Theſe 
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Theſe as they change, Almighty Father, theſe 
Are but the varied God, The rolling year 
Is full of Thee, 

THOMSQN. 


Thovgh winter is not ſo pleaſant and agree- 
able as other ſeaſons in the year, it is no leſs 
eloquent of God's praiſe; and though the 
earth be then barren and unfruitful, and does 
not produce the fruits and flowers that are to 
be found on it in the ſummer time, yet it may 
be made very fruitful of good inſtructions, and 
affords ſuch diſcoveries of the providence and 
perfections of God, as are very entertaining to 
thoſe who take pleaſure in ſearching out, and 
meditating and diſcourſing upon his wonderful 


works. A brutiſh man knoweth not, neither 


doth a fool underſtand this: however, it is a 
certain and well-known truth, that the children 


or ſervants of God have a real and very great 


pleaſure in contemplating and ſpeakiag of his 
works; and they find frequent opportunities 
of doing this in the winter-ſeaſon when the 
Lord ſeals up the hands of men by long and 
dark nights, and ſnowy and tempeſtuous days, 
by which they are reſtrained from that worldly 
labour which too often proves a hindrance to 
ſerious and devout meditations. Such diſpen- 


{ations not only afford an opportunity, but 


even call men to know and conlider the works 
of the Lord (Job xxxvil. 7.) ; and he is highly 
diſpleaſed with thoſe who do not regard them, 
P/al. xxviii. 5. Fob xxxiv. 27, Laa. v. 2 
K 2 Come 


122 - MevpiTATIONS 


Come then, O my ſoul, and behold with 
wonder and admiration the infinite wiſdom, 
power, goodneſs, and faithfulneſs, which ap- 
pear in the works of the Lord which are now 
preſented to my view, and let me endeavour 
to make a ſuitable improvement of them. He 
doeth great things and unſearchable, marvelous 
things without number. By His breath froſt 
is given, and the breadth of the waters is 
ſkraitened. He gives ſnow like wool, and 
ſcattereth hoary troſt like aſhes: he caſteth 
forth his ice like morſels, and who can ſtand 
before his cold. The clouds are his charior, 
and he walks upon the wings of the wind. 
He covereth the light with clouds, and com- 
mandeth it not to ſhine, —and makes darkneſs 
his ſecret place; and his pavilion are dark 
waters, and thick clouds of the ſky. He 
bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds, 
and the cloud 1s not rent under them. He 
bringeth cold out of the north, and by his ſouth 
wind quieteth the earth, and maketh our gar- 
ments warm. Lo, theſe are parts of his ways: 
but how little a portion is heard of him! and 


the thunder of his power who can underſtand ? 


Surely, the devout pſalmiſt David had much 
reaſon for ſaying that the Lord is great, and high 
above all gods; for none of the idols of the 
heathen, nor of the mighty ones who are called 
gods (P/al. Ixxx11. 6.), can govern the clouds, 


- and make the rain and ſnow, the froſt and hail, 


and ſtormy wind, to come and go according 
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to their. pleaſure. It is the Lord alone who 
can do all theſe things. He is the Father of 
the rain, and hath begotten the drops of dew ; 
and as he made them to aſcend in vapours from 
the ends of the earth (Pſal. cxxxv. 7.), ſo he 
can bind them up as with a garment (Prov. 
XXX. 4.), and charge the clouds to keep them, 
till he call for them. again to water the earth : 
and when the time which he thinks fit for doing 
this is come, he makes ſmall the drops of water, 
which the clouds diſtil and drop down in ſuch 
places, and in ſuch a meaſure and degree, as 
will beſt anſwer the purpoſes of his mercy or 
correction, Job. xxxvi. 27. Fob xxxvii. 11, 13. 
Amos iv. 7. The wind, no leſs than the ſmall 
and great rain, are ſubject to the government 
of God, and entirely under his direction; and 
therefore he is ſaid to gather the wind in his 
fiſts, Prov. xxx. 4. It is He who raiſes the 
ſtormy wind, and makes it to blow where he 
Iiſteth. It is turned eaſt or weſt, north or 
ſouth, by his counſel; and when he com- 
mands it to ceaſe, it is ſtill, and the ſtorm is 
turned into a calm, P/al. cvii. 23, 29. Exod. 
x. 13, 19. When He faith to the hail, to the 
ſnow or froſt, © Be upon the earth,” it is 
inſtantly done, and the ſnow falls like wool, 
and the hoary froſt like aſhes: ice likewiſe 
comes forth, which makes the ground hard 
like iron, and chains the rivers to their banks: 
but when the Lord commands them to remove, 
K 3 they 
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they are melted by his mighty word, and when 
his wind blows, the waters flow. Pſal. cxlvii. 18. 
There are ſeveral inſtances in the Holy 


Scriptures of the wind and rain, the ſnow, 


froſt, and hail, and thunder and lightning 
tulfilling God's purpoſes, and accompliſhing 
his promiſes or threatenings“: and therefore 1 
ſhould look upon all theſe meteors as ſervants 
of the moſt high God, ſent forth by him to 


proclaim his glory, and put men in mind of 


their duty; and when L view them under this 
character, I ſhould attentively liſten to their 
inſtructions, and ſeriouſly confider the diſ- 
coveries they make of the greatneſs, ſovereignty, 
and power, and likewiſe of the faithfulneſs, 
wiſdom, and goodnels, of their great Creator 


and Governor. 


The faithfulneſs of God hath been diſcovered 
to all generations on the conſtant and order] 
ſucceſſion of winter to harveſt, and in the cold 
and ſtorms which then happen : for they are 
agreeable to what God promiſed, (Gen. viii. 
22.) and may convince men that his word will 
never fail; and that as he hath kept, and 
made to ſtand faſt the ordinances which he 
made concerning the ſeaſons of heat and cold; 
lo he will inviolably keep and obſerve the 
covenant he makes with his people, and will 


See Exod. xiv. 21. xv, 10. Jonah i. 4. Gen. vii. 11. 
viii. 2. James v. 17, 18. Pſal. IXxvili. 47, 48. Exod. 
IX, 25 | EET 
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not alter the word that goes out of his mouth. 
Pſal. Ixxxix. 34. Jer. xxxi. 33, 36. Fer. xxxiii. 
20, 21. 


And as the faithfulneſs of the Lord is diſ- 


covered and manifeſted by the return of winter, 
at the time he appointed for it, ſo his wiſdom 
and goodneſs are evidently diſplayed in the 
uſefulneſs of it; for the ſtorms of ſnow and 
froſt which are uſual in that ſeaſon, are very 
uſeful in killing weeds, and ſeeds of infection, 
fertilizing the earth, and preparing it for yield- 
ing its increaſe. 

The greatneſs and majeſty, the power and 
abſolute ſovereignty of Almighty God, are 
likewiſe diſplayed in the works done by him 
in the winter ſeaſon : for it is a demonſtration 
of his infinite power, and unlimited ſove- 
reignty, that he can raiſe and remove at his 
pleaſure the ſtorms of ſnow and hail, of wind 
and rain, which are not ſubject to the will of 
man, and that he can make them do whatever 
he commands, whether it be for correction or 
for mercy. Theſe things evidently ſhew, that 
with God there is terrible Majeſty, and I ought 
to ſtand ſtill and conſider his wonderful works, 
and hear attentively the noiſe of his voice, and 
the ſound that goeth out of his mouth. 
Joſb. xxxvii. 2, 12, 13, 19. He calls men to 
their duty not only by his word, and by his 
miniſters, but alſo by his works: I ſhould 
therefore notice the works of his which are 
preſented to my view, and hear them calling 
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me to come and fulfil God's word or com- 
mandment as they do: and to apply myſelf 
without delay to the performance of the fol- 
lowing duties: 1. To adore that Almighty 
power, unerring wiſdom, and infinite good- 
neſs, of which they are the witneſſes and 
preachers; and to praiſe Him who rides on the 
heaven of heavens, and does in it, and in the 
earth and fea, and in all deep places, what- 
ſoever he pleaſes. Surely He is worthy to be 

raiſed, who keeps the treaſures of the ſnow, 
hail, and ice, and can open and ſhut them at 
his pleaſure. Job xxxviil. 22, &c. And when 
I obſerve him doing theſe things, I ſhould join 
' with the devout pſalmiſt in ſaying, 


Let all the creatures praiſe the name 
Of our Almighty Lord : 

For he commanded, and they were 
Created by his word. 

He alſo for all times to come 
Hath them eſtabliſh'd ſure : 

He hath appointed them a law 
Which ever ſhall endure. 

Praiſe ye Jehovah from the earth, 
Dragons, and every deep: 

Fire, hail, ſow, vapour, ſtormy wind, 
His word that fully keep. 

When He commands, then forth in haſte 
The ſtormy tempeſt flies, 

Which makes the ſea with roaring waves 

' Aloft to ſwell and riſe. 
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He from the ends of earth doth make 
The vapours to aſcend ; 

With rain he lightning makes, and wind 
Doth from his treaſures ſend. 

Hoar froſt like aſhes ſcattereth he : 
Like wool he ſnow doth give : 

Like morſels caſteth forth his ice : 
Who in his cold can live ? 

He ſendeth forth his mighty word, 

And melteth them again: 

His winds he makes to blow, and then 
The waters flow amain. 


It is a comely thing, and a pleaſant, to join 
with the ſweet ſinger of //rael, in thus ador- 
ing the greatneſs of Almighty God, whoſe 
name alone is excellent, and whoſe glory is 
above the earth and heaven. And when I am 
adoring his greatneſs, I ſhould wonder at his 
condeſcenſion in noticing, and at his patience 
and goodneſs in bearing with, and beſtowing 
many favours upon, ſuch a mean, worthleſs, 
and ſinful creature as I am; and providing for 
me a place of ſhelter from theſe furious ſtorms 
which are beating upon my houſe, as if they 
wanted to deſtroy the ſinful owner and poſſeſſor 
of it. I ought to hear the noiſe of the cold 
bluſtering winds, and of the rattling hail, as a 
voice from heaven calling me to be thankful 
to my gracious God and merciful Father, tor 
reſtraining theſe awful meſſengers of his from 
doing that hurt to me which he hath permitted 
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and even commiſſioned them to do unto ſome 
others, who have had their vines and other 
trees, their cattle and flocks, and the herbs 
that were in their fields, and alſo their ſervants 
and children, and their own bodies, deſtroyed 
with hail and froſt, with wind and thunder- 
bolts. Exod. ix. 25. Job i. 16, 19. Pſal. Ixxviii. 
47, 48. Joſh. x. 11. 2dly. What I now ſee 
ſhould excite me to fear the Lord, and worſhip 
him,—to be uſeful in the ſtation wherein he 
hath placed me, and to be obedient and ſub- 
miſſive to his will. | 

When the Heathen mariners, who ſailed 
with Jonab, underſtood that the God whom 
he ſerved ruled the wind and ſea, and made 
them to obey him, they feared the Lord ex- 
ceedingly, and offered a ſacrifice to him, and 
made vows. Jonab i. 16. I would therefore 
be more blind and ſtupid than Heathens, if I 
am not induced, by the ſtorms which are ve 
common in this ſeaſon, to fear Him who hath 
the command and direction of them, and can 
make them {mite me, when and in what manner 
he pleaſes. 

The captain that was ſent by king Abaziab 
to apprehend the prophet Elijab, was much 
afraid to offend that holy man, who had 
brought fire from-heaven that had conſumed 
thoſe who had been ſent before on ſuch an 
errand he fell on his knees before Elijab, and 
beſought him, ſaying, Oh man of God, 1 
pray thee let my life be precious in thy 
| « fight,” 
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& fght,” &c. 2 Kings i. 13. How much more 
reaſon have I to worſhip and fall down before 
the God of Heaven, whom I have offended, 
and pray that my life may be precious in his 
ſight, and that he would not give command- 
ment to thoſe meteors which fulfil his word, 
to puniſh me as I deſerve. It well becomes me 
to offer unto God thoſe ſpiritual ſacrifices which 
were always more acceptable to him than the- 
ſacrifices of beaſts, even the ſacrifices of prayer 


and praiſe, and of a broken heart. P/al. Ixix. 


31. li. 17. And fince obedience is more ac- 


ceptable to him than ſacrifice, I ought to vow 


and promiſe to render to him that obedience 
which is his due, and endeavour to fulfil his 
word, as the inanimate creatures do,. and be 
uſeful in the ſtation wherein he hath placed 
me. I ſhould not only endeavour to obey, 
but likewiſe to ſubmit to his ſovereign will and 
pleaſure, in all the changes he may think proper 
to make in my circumſtances; for he has the 
ſame right and power to make changes 1n theſe, 
that he hath to make changes in the weather : 
and when I obſerve how he conducts the 
changes of ſeaſons with infinite wiſdom and 
goodneſs, I ſhould, with an entire confidence 
in his wiſdom and mercy, acquieſce in the 
changes he may think fit to make in my cir- 
cumſtances, and ſay, © Good is the will of 

the Lord.” BEE 
It is well known that wind and rain, froſt 
and darkneſs, are as neceſlary in their ſeaſons, 
| as 
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as calmneſs and ſunſhine, though in them- 
ſelves they are not ſo agreeable: and it is 
no leſs certain that croſſes and affliftions may 
be no leſs beneficial to the ſouls of men, than 
more pleaſant and agreeable diſpenſations. 
They not only make men ſenſible of what 1s 
wrong, or wanting in them, but alſo conduce 
very much to mortify their luſts, to ſoften 
their hearts, and make them fruitful in good 
works. In theſe reſpects, afflictions are like 
rain driven by a cold and ſtormy wind, which 
makes its way through every chink, diſcovers 
failures in houſes which were not obſerved 
when the weather was calm and fair, and puts 
the poſſeſſors of them upon helping and re- 
pairing them: or they may be compared to 
froſt, or winter. ſtorms, which mellow the 
ground, and make it tender, and by killing 
many noxious weeds that were 1n 1t, contri- 
bute very much to promote its fruitfulneſs. 
Such good and ſalutary effects have ſome- 
times been produced by troubles, which in 
the preſent time were not joyous but grievous: 
and therefore when ſtorms of affliction ariſe, 
and beat upon me, I ought not to murmur and 
repine, as if ſome ſtrange, unjuſt, or unreaſon- 
able thing had happened; but ſhould poſſeſs 
my ſoul in patience, conſidering that troubles 
and calamities are as common and unavoidable 
in this world, as ſtorms are in winter; and that 
the Lord, who makes that ſeaſon uſeful for 
fertilizing the earth, can make afflictions, how- 

ever 
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ever grievous, yield the peaceable fruits of 


righteouſneſs unto them who are exerciſed 
thereby. Heb. xii. 11. | 

3. Another duty which I am particularly 
called to in this ſeaſon, is compaſſion and 
charity to the poor. 

The cold and froſt, which make the fire 
burn with great vehemence, ſhould kindle in 
my heart an unfeigned and great benevolence 
to thoſe who are poor and needy ; and whether 
I be warm and well ſheltered within my houſe at 
home, or be abroad, and expoſed to cold and 
rain, I ſhould compaſſionately conſider their 
caſe and condition, and hear the noiſe of the 
wind and rain, or hail, as pleading for pity 
and charity to them who are wandering about 
in cold and nakedneſs, in hunger and thirſt, 
and in want of all things, and have neither 
fire nor cloathing, nor any houſe to ſhelter 
them in ſtormy and tempeſtuous weather. 

O that I may now draw out my ſoul to the 
hungry (Ia. lviii. 10.), and communicate to 
the poor and needy what I can ſpare for their 
ſupply and relief; for with ſuch ſacrifices God 
is well pleaſed. Heb. xiii. 16. 

4. What I have now occaſion to ſee may 
alſo excite and encourage me to caſt all my 
cares upon God, and to truſt in Him for thoſe 
things which he knows to be needful for me. 

Though the corn, graſs, and herbs, which 
in the ſummer and harveſt time were ready food 
for man and beaſt, are now cut off * = 


MEDITATIONS 


142 


field; yet the Lord provides for his creatures, 
even for thoſe of them who have neither ſtore- 
houſe nor barn; and preſerves their lives when 
their food and places of ſhelter are covered 
with ice and ſnow, and all the ordinary means 
of their ſubſiſtence are taken away. Theſe 
inſtances of the wiſdom, goodneſs, and power 
of God, and of the care of his providence 
about the meaneſt of his creatures, may en- 
courage men, eſpecially good men, to put 
their truſt in him, and caſt the burden of 
their cares upon him. Luke xii. 24, 29, 30. 

It is alſo my duty, in the winter ſeaſon, to 
meditate ſeriouſly upon theſe important truths 
which the things I then ſee may bring to my 
remembrance: 


On Thee I muſe, and in thy haſt' ning ſun 
See life expiring ere 'tis well begun: 

Thy fick*ning ray and venerable gloom, 
Shew life's laſt ſcene, the ſolitary tomb. 


The ſhort and ſtormy days in winter, which 
are followed with long nights, and in which 
the weather is very variable and inconſtant, 
may be looked on as an emblem of the fhort- 
neſs of human life, —of the viciſſitudes and 
changes which happen in it, —and of the lon 

eternity which will ſucceed and follow it : ad 
therefore when I am thinking or ſpeaking of 
the ſhortneſs of the day, and obferving the 
frequent and ſudden changes of weather that 
| are 
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are in it, I ſhould remember that the day of 
man's life, which is ſhort as a hand- breadth or 
a ſpan, and which 1s ſometimes ſcarcely dawned 
when it is done, has nevertheleſs many great 
and frequently very ſudden and unexpected 
changes in it, which make it to reſemble a 
winter day, wherein the ſky, which was clear 
and ſerene, is ſuddenly overcaſt with clouds, 


and what was a calm and pleaſant, becomes a 


ſtormy and tempeſtuous day. 

It 1s peculiar to a future and more perfect 
ſtate than this, to be without changes. There 
indeed will be happineſs which will never be 
ſucceeded with miſery, and ſorrow that ſhall 
never be turned into joy: but in this world, 


the comforts and croſſes of thoſe who live in 


it are not always the ſame, and are frequently 
interchanged, and fucceed one another: and 
therefore when the ſun of proſperity is ſhining 
brightly upon men, they ought to remember, 
that it may very ſoon be overcaſt with clouds 
of adverſity, which will turn their light into 


darkneſs, and make a diſmal and unpleaſans 


day. Eccleſ. xi. 8. 

And as the winter ſeaſon affords an emblem 
of the ſhortneſs of man's lite, and of the changes 
and troubles that are in it, ſo it ſets before me 
what may be looked upon as an emblem, or 
repreſentation of the wretched and miſcrable 
condition of man's heart, while in a natural 
and unregenerate ſtate; and of the cn 

whic 
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- which the divine influences of the Sun of 


Righteouſneſs make upon it. The heart of 
man, while in its natural and unrenewed ſtate, 
is like the earth in winter, barren and unfruit- 
ful of any good, and hard and cold as the 
frozen ground. It is then void and deſtitute 
of love to God, of zeal for his glory, and of 
thoſe fervent deſires after him, which inflame 
the hearts of his ſervants : and there is ſuch a 
coldneſs and indifferency towards ſpiritual and 
divine things, and ſuch a hardneſs of heart, 
and inſenſibility of conſcience, that the moſt 
rouzing and affecting diſpenſations make no 
more impreſſion upon the mind, than the foot 
of a traveller does on the frozen path in which 
he walks: and all the calls and rebukes of God's 


word and providences are to them like ſeed that 


falls upon frozen ground, which can neither 
faſten, take root, or bring forth fruit, but is 


_ utterly loſt, and turns to no good account. 


In ſuch a wretched condition as this are the 
ſouls of men till the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
ariſe and ſhine upon them; but His divine 
influences ſoften the hardeſt heart, and warm 
the coldeſt affections. O that they may ſoften 
and warm my hard and cold heart, and be to 
it like the beams of the ſun, which diſſolve the 


ice, and warm and ſoften the frozen ground. 


May the Lord fend forth his word, and melt 
it,—and make his wind, even his Holy Spirit, 
to blow upon it, that floods of penitential tears 
may flow from it. P/al. cxlvii. 18. 

I have 
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I have conſtant need of the influences of 
God's grace; for as the frozen ground, which 
was ſoltened by the ſun, returns to its former 
hardneſs when the beams of the ſun are with- 
drawn from it: ſo the heart of man, though 
once ſoftened by M grace, will return 
to its natural hardneſs, if thoſe divine influ- 
ences, which may be called the beams of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, be with-held from it. 
The fervants of God know this from expe- 
rience; for when he hides his face, and with- 
holds from them the influences of his grace, 
their good affections are much weakened, 


their hearts turn hard, and they become like 


a tree in winter, which, as to outward appear- 
ance, does not differ from a dead plant. This, 


no doubt, is a very melancholy cafe #, and 
cannot fail to occaſion the greateſt uneafineſs 
to thoſe who have formerly taſted that the 
Lord is gracious, and have been made glad 


with a ſenſe of his diſtinguiſhing love and 


favour: however, it may comfort ſuch to re- 
member, that the time of their trial and hea- 


* Lord, what a ſtupid heart is mine, 

How heavy here it lies! 

Not all the charms of love divine 

Will make it ſtir or riſe. 
This fatal chill, dear God, remove, 
A better mind inſpire : 
Warm my whole ſoul with holy love, 
And {till maintain the fire. 
= RY - © Brown's Hymxs. 
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vineſs is limited and appointed as the winter 
ſeaſon, —that it will continue no longer than is 
needful, and will be followed with more plea- 
ſant and agreeable diſpenſations. The dark 
clouds which ſeparate between them and their 
God will be ſcattered, and the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs will again ſhine upon them. The Lord 
will yet be to them as the dew; and they ſhall 
grow up as the lilly, and revive as the corn, &c. 
Hof. xw. 5, 6, 7. Pſal. xcii. 12, &c. And 
when they are ripe in grace, and ready for 
glory, they ſhall be brought to that heavenly 
country where there are no ftorms nor tempeſts, 
no troubled air, nor black and louring clouds, 
and where they ſhall walk for ever in the light 
of God's countenance, and never have their 
light changed into darkneſs, nor their ſummer 
into winter. 

When the Lord covers the heavens with 
clouds, and opens the treaſures of the ſnow 
and hail, which (as he ſays Job xxxviii. 22.) are 
reſerved againſt the time of trouble, againſt 
the day of battle and war, it may put me in 
mind of that horrible and overflowing tempeſt 
of his wrath, which he hath threatned to rain 
upon the wicked and ungodly (P/al. xi. 6. 
Ezek. xxxviii. 22.), and which will fall upon 
them in a fearful manner in that day when 
_ Chriſt ſhall come in the clouds of heaven, at- 
tended with his mighty angels. A fire will 
then devour before him, and it will be very 
tempeſtuous round about (P/al. I. 3.) * 
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hiding- place from the wind, and a covert from 


and propriery of that compariſon is very evi- 
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ſhall cauſe the thunder of his glorious voice to 
be heard, and ſhew the lighting down of his 
arm, with the indignation of his anger, and 
with tempeſt, ſcattering, and a devouring ſtorm. 
Ja. xxx. 30. The ſtorm of divine wrath, 
which will then break out againſt ungodly men, 
will riſe more ſuddenly (1 Thefſ. v. 2.), and be 
infinitely more terrible than the moſt furious 
winter-ſtorm, It will ſweep away the refuges 
of lies, and overflow the hiding-places (J. 
xxviii. 17.), from which preſumptuous and de- 
luded ſinners expected ſhelter; and none can 
tell the anguiſh and uneaſineſs that ſuch a diſap- 
pointment will give them. Rev. vi. 13, 16. 

The happineſs of ſincere Chriſtians, to whom 
the merits of Chriſt's obedience and ſufferings 
are imputed, will then evidently appear; for 
the covering of his moſt perfect righteouſneſs 
will be to them a ſurer detence than the muni- 
tion of rocks; and they may ſay with joy, 
« Behold, O God, our ſhield, and look upon 
the face of thine anoinred.” Pſal. Ixxxiv. . 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is compared to a 


the tempeſt, Ia. xxxii. 2.; and the juſtneſt 


dent in this ſtormy and tempeſtuous ſeaſon. 
There are many who thought little of a covert 
or place of ſhelter, when the weather was fair 
and calm, who are ſenſible of its uſefulneſs, 
and their need of it, now when the rain de- 
ſcends, and the floods come, and the winds 
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1 blow: and in like manner, many who.. once 
UN undervalued Chriſt the Saviour, being inſenſible 
4 of their need of him, become extreamly anxious 
119 and deſirous of an intereſt in him when they 
140 ſee the terribleneſs of the divine wrath, to 
17 which their ſins have expoſed them, and are 
| ſenſible that there is no poſlible way of elcap- 
1 ing, or being ſheltered from it, but by flying 
ill for refuge to that glorious Redeemer, who is 
the hope ſet before men by the Goſpel. Heb. 
vi. 18. He hath been a dwelling-place to his 
people in all generations (P/al. xc. 1.), and is 
a ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, a refuge 
from, the ſtorm, a ſhadow from the heat, when 
the blaſt of the terrible ones is as a ſtorm againſt 
the wall. Ja. xxv. 4. He will be as a wall ta 
defend them from ſtorms of troubles and temp- 
tations, and will not ſuffer the floods of- afflic- 
tions to overflow them, nor their numerous 
and malicious enemies to deſtroy them. When 
theſe floods lift up their voice, and make a 
threatning noiſe, the Lord, who is on high, 
will ſhew himſelf mightier than the noiſe of 
many waters, yea than the mighty waves of 
the ſea, Pal. XCi!l. 4. He will keep them in 
perfect peace. whole minds are ſtayed upon 
him (Ja. xxvi. 3.): and becauſe they made 
the Lord their refuge, even the Moſt High 
their habitation (Heal. xci. 9.), their fouls ſhall 
dwell at caſe, and enjoy a more ſatisfying plea- 
jure than men have when agrecably lodged in 
2 itormy day. 
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Happy, no doubt, is the people that is in 
ſuch a caſe; happy is that people, whole God 
1s the Lord. Pſal. cxlix. 15. They may de- 
light themſelves in him who is their hiding- 
place, and ſing in the words of the holy and 
inſpired Pſalmiſt. P/al. xci. 2. 


a , 4 | +» 'S * 


I 


I of the Lord my God will ſay, 
He is my refuge ſtill: 
He is my fortreſs, and my God, 
And in him truſt I will. 
Yea, in the ſhadow of his wings 
My refuge I will place, 
Until theſe ſad calamities 
Do wholly. over pals: P/al. lvii. 2. 
For He in his pavilion ſhall 


vow, Me hide in evil days; 


In ſecret of his tent me hide, 
And on a rock me raiſe. | 
And now, even all this preſent time, 
Mine head ſhall lifted be, 
Above all thoſe that be my toes, 


| And round encompaſs me. P/. xxvii. 55 6. 


Bot when they who dwell in the ſecret piace 
of the Moſt High, and abide under the ſhadow 
of the Almighty (P/al. xci. 1. ), are employed 


in ſinging the ſongs of Zion, there are many, 


particularly they who live without God and 
without Chriſt in the world, Who may cry for 
ſorrow of heart, and hol for vexation of ſpirit. 
Ja. Ixv. 14. The milcry of, ſuch is greater 

than 
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than can be fully expreſt, and the uneaſineſs 
which men feel when ſed to violent ſtorms 
is but a faint emblem of it. The wrath of the 
Almighty, which will be rained on the wicked 
and ungodly (Pſal. xi. 6.), is compared to a 
tempeſt of hail, and a deftroying ſtorm, and 
to a flood of overflowing waters, which caſts 
down and carries away whatever is before it. 
Ja. xxviii. 2. It will deſtroy thoſe upon whom 
it falls with a total and everlaſting deſtruction; 
and ſweep away the vain and groundleſs hopes 
of thoſe who truſted in their wealth, and 
boaſted themſelves in the multitude of their 
riches (Pſal. xliii. 6.) or expected that their 
profeſſion of religion, their church-privileges, 
the good opinion which ſome had of them, or 
their own performances, would have ſecured 
their happineſs, though they walked in the 
imagination of their own heart. Deut. xxix. 19. 
When the wrath of God ſhall be revealed from 
heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighte- 
ouſneſs of men (Rom. i. 18.), it will ſweep away 
theſe refuges of hes ( 7/a. xxviii. 17.), and men 
will be then convinced that the imputed righte- 
ouſneſs of Jeſus Chrift is the only ſecurity a ſin- 
ner can have from that eternal wrath which is 
the wages of fin, and that they who are deſtitute 
of this righteouſneſs, are more to be pitied 
than the poor, who have neither houſe nor 
cloathing to fhelter them from the winter- 
ſtorms. Lord, pity and help ſuch poor ſouls. 
Shew them the gerribleneſs of thy wrath, and 

| make 
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make them ſenfible of their miſery while they 
are liable to it; that when they are trembling 
and ſhivering by the intenſeneſs of the cold in 
this ſtormy , 5" My they may tremble for fear 
of thy wrath, and ſay, What ſhall we do to 
be ſaved?” As xvi. 29, 30. 
It is truly amazing and lamentable, that 


men who are obnoxious to the wrath of God, 


and in continual hazard of having jt poured 
out upon them to the uttermoſt, ſhould yer be 
fearleſs and unconcerned, and ſhew little or 
no deſire of an intereſt in Him, who alone can 
deliver them from it. This, no doubt, is 
owing to want of knowledge, and of love and 
affection to God, and to a coldneſs and indif- 
ferency about ſpiritual and eternal things: and 
it muſt be acknowledged that ſuch a coldneſs 
is of the very worſt kind, and 1s uſually at- 


tended with that dangerous ſymptom of being 


without feeling. Eph. iv. 19. Such an inſenſi- 
bility, however common, and little thought of, 
is worſe, and infinitely more dangerous, than 
the deadneſs and benumbedneſs of body, which 
is ſometimes the effect of a ſevere cold; and 
though ſome who labour under it may be very 
happy in their own opinion and conceit, and 
very eaſy and opulent as to their outward cir- 
cumſtances, they are nevertheleſs more miſer- 
able than the poor and naked, who lodge with- 
out cloathing, and have no covering in the 
cold. Job xxiv. 7. The want of fire and 
cloathing in a cold and ſtormy feaſon, may 
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endanger the body, and occaſion much un- 
eafineſs and trouble; but want of affection to 
God endangers the ſoul, and renders it inca- 
pable of doing thoſe things on which its hap- 
pineſs depends. They whoſe hearts are alie- 
nated from God, and whoſe love to him hath 
waxed cold, are as unfit for doing any duty in 
an acceptable manner, as they are for per- 
forming any manual exerciſe when their hands 
are benumbed with cold. They are alfo, while 
in that condition, indiſpoſed for receiving ſpi- 
ritual food; and are not only without any ap- 
petite for it, but have an averſion and diſlike 
to it. As meats which are very agreeable and 
delicious when baked, boiled, or roaſted by the 
fire, would be diſagreeable and unpalatable if 
they were not ſo prepared; ſo the word and 
ordinances of God, which are ſweet to the 
taſte of thoſe who love him, are taſteleſs and 
even diſagreeable to thoſe whoſe hearts are 
not warmed with divine love, and who do not 
deſire the knowledge of his ways. The fire of 
divine love not only makes God's word and 
ordinances to be pleaſant and profitable to his 
ſervants, but it alſo reconciles them to the diſ- 

nſations of his providence, and purifies the 
. from thoſe fooliſh and ſinful thoughts 
and inclinations, which do more hurt to the 
ſoul, than the cold and damp vapours which 
are uſually in places that have been long with- 
out fire, ean do to the body: The truth of 

theſe things is too evident to be * ey 
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know it from experience, and am Neven 
that a ſincere and ardent love to God is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for Pg and pro- 
moting the health, comfort, and happineſs of 
my ſoul. And therefore I beg of thee, O mer- 
ciful and heavenly Father, that thou wouldſt 
ſhed abroad thy love in my heart by thy Holy 
Spirit, and make it effectual for removing from 
me that coldneſs and hardneſs of heart, that 
deadneſs, formality, and wearineſs in religious 
exerciſes, and that murmuring and repining 
under affliction, which ariſe from want of a 
due affection to thee, and from an enmity at 
thy laws. O make thy divine influences, which 
are juſtly compared to fire, to deſcend on my 
heart, and conſume every ſinful luſt that is in 
it; and be graciouſly pleaſed to kindle in me 
thoſe pious and devout affections which would 
put life in my religious ſervices, and make me 
obedient and reſigned to thy will; and which 
would make me more happy than a man thinks 
himſelf when he is warmed and cloathed, and 
__ ſheltered in a cold and ſtormy winter 
lay. 


THE END. 
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